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threatens 


trade war 


Charles Arthur 
Science Editor 

srcd Katherine Butler 


In a move signalling a new beef 
trade war, the Government yes- 
terday threatened a unilateral ban 
on £25 Dm °f European beef imports 
unless they adopt the UK's mea- 
sures to protect consumers against 
txwme spongiform encephalopathy. 

The defiant message, 15 months 
After the UK's £500m beef export 
industry was choked off by import 
:t»ns across Europe and the rest of 
: the world, is a preliminary shot be- 
fore a meeting of the European 
Union's agriculture ministers on 22 
July. The agriculture minister. Jack 
Cunningham, said he hoped the EU 
would agree on the new controls be- 
fore the meeting. 

But he warned that if there was 
no accord, he would act unilater- 
ally to ban the import of 130,000 
tonnes of beef, worth about £250m 


and comprising about 25 per cent 
of the UK s bee " 


beef market. 

Mr Cunningham added that he 
believed most member states 
-strongly -supported the idea of Eu- 
rope-wide restrictions, even though 
agreement had proved hard to 
reach. He said he had already 
warned EU commissioners Franz 
Fisehler and Emma Bonino of his 
moves. 

The tough line found favour in 
Brussels Iasi night where Herr Fis- 
chler recently revived proposals for 
a blanket Elj-wide han on ofEaL But 
Britain’s EU partners wiU not ap- 
preciate being lectured to by the 
country they blame for giving Eu- 
rope BSE. Nor wfll the Commission 
condone a unilateral British ban on 
beef from other member states that 
would be in clear breach of the rules 



of the single market, officials said. 

Mr Cunningham insisted the 
threat of unilateral action was 
neither a re-run of the previous 
..government's attempts to force 
concessions on the EU’s ban 
through confrontation, nor a 
bluff. 

“This is no game. This is no 
bluff,” he said. * Tm in earnest in 
making this announcement The 
draft carders are in ray briefcase. It’s 
nothing to do with protectionism, 
it’s based on very important advice 
to safeguard public health.” 

Mr Cunningham said he was act- 
ing on the advice of Seac, the in- 
dependent advisory committee, 
which has previously recommend- 


ed that the heads, spinal cords, and 
various internal organs of cattle 
should be kept out of the food 
chain. 

The measures were originally im- 
plemented to reduce the risk to hu- 
mans from BSE after the 
Government announced that a 
number of people had died of a new 
form of Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease 
(CJD), a fatal brain disorder, and 
gave the “most probable cause” as 
exposure to BS E. So far 15 Britons 
have died of “nv-CJD”, and one 
death was confirmed last year in 
France. 

Mr C unning ham said: “1 am 
prepared to wait until the July 
agriculture council but in light of 
the advice I have received, if 
agreement is not reached by then 
1 cannot justify any further delay. 
And we would then implement 
these regulations unilaterally in 
Britain.” 

Professor John Pattison, head of 
Seac, said the committee's advice 
to the government had changed in 
light of the ELTs failure to reach 
agreement on the tougher controls 
on sheep and beef imports. 

The moves come as the Veteri- 
nary Record, the official journal of 
the British Veterinaiy Associa- 
tion, is considering a paper sub- 
mitted by an international team of 
scientists which suggests that there 
has been considerable under- 
reporting of BSE in Europe. 

Apart from the UK, other EU 
countries have only reported a to- 
tal of 352 cases of BSE. Yet statis- 
tical studies, and comparisons noth 
Switzerland, where a total of 225 
BSE cases were reported, suggest 
that the EU should have reported 
1,670 cases of BSE from imported 
British cattle alone. 



Howzatl Andy Cackfick celebrates taking lason Gillespie's wicket on the first day of the first Test against Australia Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Harold Wilson was quick to claim credit for Eng- 
lish football’s greatest day, so, perhaps, Tbny Blair 
may be persuaded to push the case that the na- 
tion’s sporting renaissance is all down to bis par- 
ty's landslide in the general election. 

Following the recent success of the Lions rug- 
by union tourists in South Africa and the English 


rugby and football teams, yesterday it was the turn 
of England’s cricketers to ride the crest of the 
national sporting wave. 

The first day of the first Tfest at Edgbaston was 
entirely dominated by England, whose bowlers saw 
off the Australians for only 118 runs before the bats- 
men, after surviving some early scares, finished the 
day on 200 for 3. Having lest their deposits in the 
one-day series, the Australians are obviously pay- 


ing the penalty for voting in John Howard's Lib- 
erals - the Aussie lories - last year. It look a while 
for the curse of the right wing to take effect. West 
Indies and South Africa both being beaten since 
the election, but il kicked in yesterday. 

Which would suggest that we’re quids in for next 
year's World Cup. The 2002 finals, though, just 
after a full-term election, may be our downfall. 

Test reports, page 30 




I’ll get you on the 


bus, says Prescott 


Nicholas School! and 
Jeremy Laurance 


Within five years, more people will be 
using public transport and driving their 
cars less, John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prune Minister, vowed yesterday. White Paper next spring which will spell 
“Judge me aga in st that,” he said in a ~ out the details of the Government’s in- 


sell one. When public transport was 
highly reliable and frequent “all the ev- 
idence shows people are leaving their 
cars at home,” he said.“I want to go 
with the swim.” 

The transport review will lead to a 


I die 


Old-favourite: A cond^r_staD*|^ i ^ 1 ,JJ^ K 




on World Environment Day. 
te number of cars in Britain might 
continue to rise, but the Government 
would encourage and persuade peo- 
ple to make more use of public trans- 
port. 

His pledge coincided with a paper 
in a leading medical journal, which said 
that small and relatively common 
increases in air pollution caused six 
extra deaths a day in London. 

Announcing a wide-ranging review 
of transport policy, Mr Prescott did not 
rule out higher taxes on fuel and on 
cars, and other taxation measures. to 
discourage car use and ownership. - 

But be made it clear that he 
favoured “road rationing” - guaran- 
teeing dear lanes for buses to move 
swiftly through cities. But creating ex- 
tra bus lanes, tougher enforcement 
against cars moving or parking in ex- 
isting lanes, or the third option of to- 
tally segregating bus lanes from the rest 
of the ioad all reduce the space avail- 
able for cars and other vehicles. 

He told a press conference that if a 
car journey to work took people 10 
minutes longer as a result of increased 
congestion, while motorists noticed 
buses moving quickly, freely and fre- 
quently, they would be persuaded to 
leave their cars . Families who owned 
two or even three vehicles might then 


tegmted transport policy, Mr Prescott 
told a conference for environment and 
development groups in his speech on 
sustainable development He accepted 
some policies needed to protect the en- 
vironment would be unpopular with vot- 
ers. and promised to lead the battle to 
win aver public opinion. Politicians had 
special talents for communicating with 


■ ficult issues. “We must have the courage 
to face up to them,” he said. 

He travelled to the conference at lb? 
Royal Geographical Society head- 
quarters in London by Underground 
rather than his ministerial Jaguar. 

At the press conference afterwards 
he disarmingly admitted that he bad 
not understood some of the phrases 
dvil servants had written in his speech. 
The exact meaning of “biodive raty” 
was a mystery to him. And a reference 
in the speech to “endocrine disrupters, 
which mimic sex-hormones” - the 
so-called gender-bender pollutants 
which are a fast rising environmental 
issue - left him quite baffled. 

“There’s quite a few things I don’t 
know enough about yet,” he said, ask- 
ing for more time. But he warned en- 
viroumentalisis against jargon. “I need 
to translate this technical language into 
something people can understand.” He 
was asked about the Prime Minister’s 


Denver and the five-year follow-up to 
the Rio Earth Summit in New York - 
both at the end of this month - using 
the world’s single most polluting ve- 
hicle, Concorde. Mr Prescott would not 
criticise Tony Blair, but said when he 
Sew to the Earth Summit he would not 
use Concorde. 

The Liberal Democrats’ environ- 
ment spokesman, Matthew Thy I or, 
called on the Government to set 
national targets for cutting road traf- 
fic now, and green tax reforms in next 
month's Budget speech from Gordon 
Brown which would end the compa- 
ny car perk. 

Daily death rates in seven western 
European cities, including Paris, Mi- 
lan, Cologne and Athens as well as 
London, rose by an average 3 per cent 
when pollution levels for sulphur diox- 
ide or black smoke increased by 50 mi- 
crogrammes per cubic metre, the 
study in the British Medical Journal 
found. Vehicles, especially diesels, are 
one of the most important sources of 
these pollutants. However, death rates 
iu the five eastern European cities stud- 
ied, including Bratislava, Cracow, and 
Lodz rose less - by 0.6 per cent when 
sulphur dioxide levels were raised by 
50 microgrammes and by 0.8 per cent 
when black smoke levels were raised. 

Researchers from the European 
Air Pollution and Health project say 
the findings show that the short-term 
effects of low levels of air pollution are 
“not a trivia] public health problem” 
given the large numbers of people ex- 
posed. About 23 million people live i 
the 12 cities studied. 
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Radiologists to retrain after 
breast screening alert 

Two consultant radiologists have agreed to undergo further tr aining 
following concerns raised by medical staff over breast screening, it 
emerged yesterday. The concerns centred on the interpretation of 
tiny calcium deposits which showed up in mammography films of 
nine women who attended the East Devon Breast Screening 
Service, run from Exeter. 

DrJohn Brennan, from the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital 
and Dr Graham Unquhait, from Torbay Hospital, are to undergo 
re-training at an NHS Breast Screening Programme training centre 
in Nottingham in the specific area of microcaldfication 
interpretation. Meanwhile, the RDE and South Devon Healthcare 
Trusts said they would be reviewing their breast sc ree ning service 
which will continue on a day-to-day basis. 

The nine women were among 12 who developed breast cancer 
after an initial screening - and before the routine three-year recall 
- and were being treated for it in hospital. The RDE Trust’s chief 
executive, Angela Pedder, said that two of the nine women had 
died, but added! “That does not mean the deaths are the result of 
this issue.” The trust set up a helpline for women concerned about 
the issue and in the few hours after if was launched yesterday 
morning a total of 110 women had called for information. 

Trains stuck in Channel tunnel 

A tourist shuttle train and a high-speed Eurostar train were stuck 
in the Channel tunnel after a power failure. Passengers on the car- 
carrying shuttle 10 miles out from the Fngifsh coast reported 
hearing a loud bang and seeing a flash as the train tripped 
overhead lines. It was half an hour before the two trains were able 
to move and large queues of vehicles built up at the Folkestone 
terminal in Kent. A section of the French-bound tunnel was closed 
for several hours for repairs to the power 
Eurotunnel bad to reduce the number of shuttles r unning 
through the tunnel as weQ as suspend trials of its freight shuttle 
trains, which the company hopes to restart in mid-June following 
last November's fire. The company said no passengers had been in 
danger apologised for the inconvenience. 

Gregory flies home and goes to jail 

Drug smuggler Sandra Gregory 
has spent her first night in a 
British jail after being 
transferred from Thailand to 
complete her 25-year sentence. 
The 32-y ear-old teacher was 
taken Holloway prison in north 
London, after being flown back 
to Britain yesterday with three 
other Britons convicted of 
smuggling. She will spend 
several weeks there being 
assessed before being 
transferred to another jail. 
Gregory, (left) of Soweiby 
Bridge, West Yorkshire, was 
found carrying 89 grammes of 
heroin concealed in a condom in her body preparing to board a 
plane from Bangkok to Tokyo in 1993. She was arrested with fellow 
Briton Robert Lock, who was released last year after being cleared. 

Salmonella scare halts admissions 

All admissions to a hospital hit by a salm onella outbreak were 
stopped yesterday after two patients died and 17 other people fell 
ill. Staff and patients at the 55-bed Victoria Hospital in Deal. Kent, 
have both been affected in the last six weeks. Experts said that the 
two people who died were frail and had life-threatening conditions 
before the salmonella infection. 

The hospital has stopped all admissions for four weeks while 
doctors try to trace the source of the outbreak and tests are being 
carried out at the hospital and on former patients to try to track 
down the source of the outbreak. Dr Mathi Chan drakii mar. East 
Kent Health Authority’s consultant in communicable disease 
control said: “All necessary steps are being taken to control the 
outbreak and hospital staff are being especially vigilant in their 
care of the patients.” 

Smoke-ban commuter’s light relief 

A long-running l egal campaign by a commuter against a smoking ban 
on the London to Brighton line descended into farce yesterday, amid 
claims that the rail company would permit him to smoke cigars, feter 
Boddington. of Brighton, and Connex South-Central said they had 
resolved their dispute after Mr Boddington agreed to abide by the 
terms of an order drawn up by their lawyers. But later in the day it 
transpired that they had different views on what the deal meant 
Connex, which obtained an interim High Court injunction in April 
preventing Mr Boddington from lighting up on its trains, said he had 
agreed to refrain from all forms of smoking. He, however, pointed out 
that the order referred only to “smoking or carrying a lighted 
cigarene” and said be would be entitled to puff on cigars on his daily 
journey to and from London. Kathy Marks' 

Law Society to keep minimum pay 

The solicitors’ ruling body yesterday overruled popular opinion in the 
profession with a decisive vote against abolishing the minimum salary 
for trainees. The 75-strong Council of the Law Society voted 
overwhelming' at its monthly meeting to retain the minimum even 
though a substantial majority of respondents to a consultation exercise 
in January favoured abolition. Under the current minimums, which 
have not changed since 1992, trainees must be paid at least £10,850, or 
£12.150 in inner London - except in the relatively rare cases where a 
firm is granted a waiver. The council derided, however, to institute a 
long-term review of the current system of training contracts in the 
light of concerns that firms applying for waivers are not proriding 
proper training. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Police hunt ostrich thieves 

Police in Dorset are bunting thieves who shot and stole an ostrich 
from a farm. The huge bird was removed by the raiders through a hole 
in fencing they had cut at (he ostrich form at Sydling St Nicholas, near 
Dorchester. Dorset Security at the farm has been stepped up and the 
owner has offered a £1 .000 "reward for the arrest and conviction of the 
offenders, Dorset police said. 
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Shady business: Ybung fashion designers had their .. ing to follow in the footsteps of Alexander McQueen 
work on display yestwfay at the Royal Coflege of anddohaGatflarwbyir^^ onthevrorfd 

Art showin London. Students such as Sarah scene. Knrao, Cerruti and Versace had represente- 
Lawrence, whose work is pictured above, are hop- : fives at the show Photograph: Peter Macdlarmid 


Design guru embarks for 



S tephen Baytey. design guru, to use a phrase he 
likes using himself, has been appointed creative, 
director to Millennium Centralfoe operators of 
the £600 million Millennium Exhibition in Greenwich. 

The company said he would start on detailed briefs : 
for the design of the exhibition inside the Millennium 
Dome, which is supposed to be Britain's main cele- 
bration in 2000. 

Mr Baytey, 45, was a key figure in making mass-mar- 
keted designs fashionable during the 1980s. He has 
worked with Terence Conran and helped set up a de- 
sign centre at toe Victoria and Albert Museum which 
included a centenary show called: "Coca-Cola: De- 
signing a Megatrend." 

He was a founding director of toe Design Museum 
in London where he dashed with Margaret Thatcher 
who criticised him for having too few British products 
on show. 

In his new consultancy role, he will look at ‘innov- 
ative three-dimensional elements of toe exhibition with- 


in a range of styles and atmospheres". Millennium Cen- 
tral have refused to comment on.what would. go into 
foe exhibition but said he would be looking at work 
from a number of designers. - . 

Mr Bayfey said: ’This is a unique opportunity to show 
design is not a precious tind exclusive 'subject but an 
essential one. Ever since 1 first read abouffoe Great 
Exhibition of 1 851 , I've been enthralled by foe way suc- 
cessful exhibitions can change an entire nation's point 
of view. I believe its possible to do that again." 

He will also advise on toe company's logo and the 
design of a national programme of events due to start 
in January 1998. 

The Millennium Central chief executive, Jennie Page, 
said: "We are lucky to have Stephen working with us. 
There are very few people with the vision and under- 
standing to be able to take forward toe design of an 
exhibition of this scale.” 

The company advertised design contracts worth 
£30m this week. David Uster 


Cinderella goes 
to war for new 
production 

Matthew Bourne, the ballet 
director who dressed men in 
tutus for a hugely successful 
production of Swan Lake, plans 
an equally radical interpretation 
of Cinderella. 

A corps de ballet of muscled 
male dancers brought packed 
houses for Adventures In Motion 
Pictures' Swan Lake last year. 

Matthew Bourne’s production 
ran longer than any previous 
commercial ballet in London and 
is now playing in Los Angeles. 

Purists w3! be relieved to hear 
that a ballerina will take the prin- 
cipal rote of Cinderella in 
Bourne's adaptation of 
Prokovfev’s classic. 

One of toe Royal Ballet's lead- 
ing stars, Sarah Wildor, will guest 
for the season as toe neglected 
beauty. 

However, perhaps to prolong 
his reputation for toe controver- 
sial and toe surprising, it was ru- 
moured that the fairy-tale will be 
re-located to toe the Second 
World War era. 

There will be a twist in the 
tale, that’s for sure,” a 
spokesman said yesterday. 

Ms WildoKs partner, Adam 
Cooper, has joined toe company 
full time along with Lynn Sey- 
mour. 

There will be a company of 
more than 30 dancers for the 
Matthew Bourne production at 
toe Piccadilly Theatre, London 
from October. 


Forensic hope for Saudi nurses 



Lawyers representing two British 
nurses facing toe death penalty in 
Saudi Arabia said yesterday they 
have "dramatic” new evidence 
which will prove that they are not 
the murderers of a fellow nurse. 

The new evidence, which has 
been given to lawyers in Saudi 
Arabia, includes statements from 
experts in forensic medicine, psy- 
chiatry and psychology which the 
defence team claims will destroy 
the case against the women. 

Defence lawyers said they will 
want to know why the knife with 
which Lucille McLauchian 
(pictured left) and Deborah Parry 
(right) were supposed to have 
stabbed Yvonne Gilford 13 times 
contained no traces of blood. 

Details of toe new aggressive 
approach by toe defence were 
unveiled yesterday at a press 
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conference in Glasgow. Eariier, 
hopes were raised when Frank 
Gilford, the brother of Yvonne and 
foe man who can ask for toe 
death penalty to be commuted if 
the nurses are found guilty, said 
in a newspaper interview that he 
had never sought capital punish- 
ment for the Britons. 

Peter Watson, representing Ms 
McLauchian, 31, from Dundee, 
said toe three experts, who have 
not been named at this stage, 
would provide evidence to show 
that toe nurses' confessions were 
"totally unreliable and unsafe.” He 
refused to go into specific details. 

Describing toe confessions as 
"grossly unfair”, Mr Watson said 
Ms McLauchian had been ques- 
tioned by a large number of male 
police officers over several days, 
deprived of sleep, physically and 
sexually assaulted and taken to 
the murder scene on three sepa- 
rate occasions. "All these factors 
would have increased the proba- 
bility of false confession." 

The families have recently re- 
turned from visiting toe nurses in 
Saudi Arabia. Stan McLauchian, 
53, said: "We were able to report 
to her [Lucille] that there was cer- 
tain forensic evidence. We were 
not able to tell her exactly what 
that forensic detail was. It gave 
both girts a lift to know these 
things are happening for them 
back home." 

Steve Boggan 
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Which? labels packaging on 
food as 'unreliable’ 

Nutritional information on food labels should be taken with a 
pinch of salt according to the Consumers’ Association- _ 

r Of 70 products tested in a survey not one label was completely . . 
correct and only one in 10 contained nutrients in the exact 
quantities stated. Nearly half had errors of more than 10 per cent - 
die margin allowed by trading standards officials. . . 

The report published in Which? magazine said laboratory tests 
found that labels on Marks & Spencer ice cream were found to be--. 
72 per cent out in their measurements of fat levels while 
Somerfield baked beans contained only half the fibre declared. .... 

Heinz Weight Watchers baked beans contained 72 calones per 
lOOg, hot the 56 stated on the pack, it claimed. 

Which? managing editor, Charlotte Ganne, said: .Nutritional . ■ 
labelling is not much help to consumers if it is not accurate. The ^ . 
quality of information most be better so shoppers ^ 

HEALTH 

Aerobics can conquer fatigue 
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Aerobic exercise can help patients suffering from chronic fatigue 

^Dr Peter\$bite and colleagues at St Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
London said experiments on 66 volunteers showed aerobics helped 
sufferers reduce fatigue and feel better overall 
Reporting in the British Medical Journal, they said 16 out of 29 
patients who took aerobic exercise felt better; as opposed to eight 
oat of 30 who did flexibility exercises and relaxation therapy 
Those given flexibility classes were then offered the aerobic 

alternative. Three months latei; 32 of 47 said they felt better and 

only one felt worse. 

The term chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) is used to classify a 
variety of symptoms whose causes are not entirely dear. Once 
derided as “yuppie an”, it is now becoming accepted and 
r ecognised by many doctors as a physical disorder: 

CRIME 

Cars still a soft option for thieves 

It is still too easy for thieves to get into most cars despite the fitting 
of more security devices, the Consumers' Association has claimed. 

Motorists should always park in well-lit areas and never leave . 
vehicle documents in the car, the association's Which? Car 

magazine advises- ■ ■ — . - — --r-.- - 

The most secure vehicles are the Rover 100, the Peugeot 306, ‘ ' 
the Vauxhall Vectra, the Vauxball Omega and the Citroen Svnqpgp^ 
the. magazine concludes. Among thele^st squire are the RenauffT 
. Clio 1.2 RL, the Suzuki Baleho Lfi GJJC, Seat Toledo 1.8 GLXi . ' 
and Saab 9000Cff 2:0r. ' v " • ’ : 
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Electronic wallet for cyberspace sales 


Micropayments as little as 0.01 pence for buying and selling on the 
Internet might be made in the future using a new “electronic 
wallet’' developed by BT 

The telecommunications giant yesterday unveiled its strategy to 
play a part in electronic trading, or “e-commerce” - a business 
which has for years appeared to be on the verge iff explosive 
growth without ever taking off 

BT expects e-commerce, especially over the Internet, to grow 
massively within the next five years. 

Among the systems on show from BT is an electronic wallet - 
actually a program which runs on a computer - that can send 
“electronic cash” over communications links. 

So far, most hopes for e-commerce have foundered because 
computer users do not trust the security of communications links. 
They have also been unwilling to make “micropayments” such as 
one-hundredth of a pence, the typical kind of charge for to access 
sites on the Internet 

BT has also expressed the hope that it may become a “trusted 
third party”, in other words an organisation that will certify 
electronic payments by ensuring the seller is who he or she claims 
to be. diaries Arthur 

SAFETY 

Road deaths fall to record low 

The number of people killed on Britain's roads last year fell to an 
all-time annual low. it was announced yesterday. 

The 3.598 deaths made 1996 the safest year on the roads since 
government records began in 1926. The number of serious injuries 
last year totalled 44,473 - the lowest since 1948. 

EDUCATION 

University pay lags behind 

Pay for university employees from porters to professors lags well 
behind the going rate for comparable jobs in both the public and 
private sectors, says research published today. If benefits such as 
pensions or cars are counted, the gap is even widen 

The report, by Hay Ma n a g ement Consultants and reviewed fry 
Lord Bo nie, chairman of Labour's social justice commission, has 
been sent to Sir Ron Dea ring who is reviewing higher education for 
the Government. 

It shows that the highest earning academics are paid 70 per cent 
of private market rqtes and between 77 and 79 per cent of public 
rates. The equivalent figures for those in the middle are 79 per 
cent and 81 per cent Average pay for professors in old universities 
is around £40,000 and for senior lecturers around £32,000, the 
report shows. Academics' pay in new universities is lower. 

Some manual workers in old universities are paid only 63 per 
cent of market rates. Overall their pay is better in new 
universities. Tom Wilson of the Association of University Teachers 
said: “There are postgraduates teaching on undergraduate courses 
who are earning less ihw a shelf-filler at Safeways.” Judith Judd 
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news 


Farcical court scenes in drugs case 


Kim Sengupta 

S ™, kn °y™ as -Target One" by 
{nterpo and is accused of running 
Europe’s biggest drugs ring 2 

Yerierd^r, thelalest chapter in the 
S 2 ? P’S? ^rren began as the 
tnai of the 32-ycar-oId Liverpudlian 
was dramatically moved out of a 
lJUtch court to a secret location be- 
cause of safety fears. 

And in a second twist, the three 
trial judges halted the prciceedings 
to consider whether to adjourn ifie 
rase for a second time amid claims 
v the defence lawyers that much of 
the information obtained by British 

P 01 ^ was illegally obtained and is 
inadmissible. 

. M 1 " Warren is charged in connec- 
tion with an alleged drug-smug glin g 
plol to flood Britain with f 100m of 


Dutch court moved after threats to trial of alleged British drug smuggler 


heroin, cocaine, ecstasy apd hashish. 

At the last minute, the venue for 
the trial was altered yesterday. 

A satellite link was hastily 
arranged between the secret make- 
shift court and the Central Court so 
that journalists could follow pro- 
ceedings on a wide screen. 

Bizarre ly, as the trial waited to re* 
Sume, the Dutch authorities 
screened a Rolling Stones concert for 
reporters to watch. 

On trial alongside Mr Warren are 
38-year-old Stephen Mee, also from 
Liverpool, and Stephen Whitehead, 
34, from Oldham, Greater Man- 
chester. They are said to be the key 


players in a European drugs ring op- 
erating on a vast scale. 

' Mr Warren’s lawyer, Han Jahae, 
yesterday claimed that the cross-bor- 
der police operation between Britain 
and the Netherlands had been “con- 
taminated” because methods used in 
the , United Kingdom 
were not recognised by the Dutch au- 
thorities. 

UK Customs and police have de- 
nied that the information they passed 
on to the Netherlands came from an 
informant or from electronic bugging 
or a telephone company. 

But the reftisal of the authority to 
identify the source - a legitimate tac- 


tic in the UK - has triggered calls for 
a more detailed review of the evi- 
dence before the trial continues. 

Yesterday’s adjournment was a re- 
peat of events two months ago when 
the trial was halted after Mr Warren's 
lawyer successfully argued that the 
evidence against his client may have 
been ‘'contaminated”. 

The defence lawyer maintained 
that methods used by British inves- 
tigators to gather information on the 
Liverpool businessman rendered 
the prosecution null and void. 

Four years ago, Mr Warren and a 
partner, Brian Charrington, 37, from 
Middlesbrough, were the defen- 


dants when Britain's biggest crimi- 
nal investigation collapsed over an 
alleged £250m drugs deal 

Mr Warren and Mr Charrington, 
it was alleged, had set upa deal with 
the Colombian Cali cartel to import 
900 kQos of high-grade cocaine con- 
cealed in ingots of scrap. 

Unknown to the pair they were al- 
ready under surveillance by Customs 
and in a subsequent operation the 
drugs were seized ana Mr Warren 
and 10 other men were charged. 

Customs officers maintained that 
the evidence against both Mr War- 
ren and Mr Charrington was ex- 
tremely strong. But officers from the 


North East Regional Crime Squad, 
claimed that Mr Charrington was a 
valued informant. Sir John Cope, the 
then minister responsible for Cus- 
toms, was persuaded that this was the 
case following a meeting chaired by 
Sir Nicholas Lyell, the then Attor- 
ney General, whose parliamentary 

private secretary Tim Devlin lobbied 

on Mr Charrington’s behalf despite 
the fact that he was not his con- 
stituent. Mr Devlin had visited Mr 
Charrington in prison. 

Charges against Mr Charrington 
were dropped. The key surveillance 
evidence against Mr Warren, of his 
meeting with an alleged Cali cartel 


representative, Mario Halley, was 
oiled inadmissible. He and all but 
one member of the gang walked firee. 
After the case, Mr Warren set up 

[n the Netherlands. But in October 
last year he was arrested by Dutch 
police near the Rotterdam Europort. 

A raid on a ship in the dock led 
jo the recovery of 800 kilos of 
t.alombian cocaine, with a street val- 
ue of f 75m, secreted in aluminium 
ingots. FoUow-up raids brought the 
total value to £100m and also led to 
the seizure of hand grenades, auto- 
matic weapons, and CS gas canisters. 

One of the co-accused in the cur- 
rent case. Stephen Mee, from Liv- 
erpool escaped from a prison van on 
Uie way io Manchester Crown Court 
in W93. but was sentenced m absen- 
tia to 22 years in jail on charges of 
smuggling cocaine from Colombia. 
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Ancient heritage, new future: A druid at Stonehenge for the summer solstice. Under new plans drawn up by English Heritage, access to the stones would be free of charge Photograph: blynn brmrms 

Druids to go free as Stonehenge 
plans to drop entrance charges 


Stephen Goodwin 

Her itage Correspondent 

Stonehenge, sacred stones of the 
Druids and the most important 
Megalilhic site in Europe, could soon 
become a truly public place once 

aS Entry to the 5 , 000 -year-old stone 
circle today costs £3.70 for an adiJt 
and under the Millennium Park 
■ miehMi i mill vesterdav 


tion's treasures is a basic tenet with 
Sir Jocelyn's new political master, 
Chris Smith, the Secretary of state 
for National Heritage. _ 

English Heritage committed itself 
to improvements at Stonehenge af- 
ter the site and visitor facilities on 
Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, were 
condemned as a “national disgrace” 
in 1992 by a House of Commons 
committee. Sir Jocelyn made it a per- 

i nf hie rhairmnnshn 


and under the MUlenmumraru tf 1& chainnanSnn 

tha.peopleshouldbeable.0^3 
tickef price would have theston^ !m , 


bv fcnEUSJl nci iLogw ~ 7 

Group the ticket price would have 
nearlv doubled. 

Bui in a poUtically-astixte move. Sir 
Jocelvn Stevens, chairman of bOTteg 
nuanco. has switched to the idea of 
Sub tic access - a nouonhkely 
S^noeal to the lottery-funded M3- 
i(*minmi Commission, which is being 

SfoSHid to the Labour 
access to the na* 


aorvs*u — — 

government- 

Greater public 


the stones” again. 

But the ambitious plan for a 
6 000-acre Millennium Park on the 
'Wiltshire downs, with Stonehenge at 
its heart, ran into problems over the 
£83m cost and criticism over the 
“Disneyland” trackless-train touring 
the stones. . . 

The Millennium Commission, 

which is being asked to pay half the 

cost, had doubts about where the rest 


of the money was coming from and 
over the public benefit from the 
scheme. 

Under the revised plan, a main 
road running within 300 yards of the 
stones will still be grassed over and 
2,000 acres of Wiltshire down] and re- 
stored to a natural setting. But the 
Tussauds visitor centre will be moved 
from a rite 3km from the stones to 
within 1km at LarkhilL- 

There will be no need for a train, 
parking will be free and viators can 
walk to the stones, ffixssaud^who will 
manage the site, will charge for en- 
try to an interpretation centre, uring 
virtual reality techniques, and there 
will also be retail and catering facil- 
ities. 

The Millennium Commission will 
consider the revised plan next week, 
but it will be autumn before a deci- 
sion on funding is made. If £20m is 
forthcoming from the lottery, Ths- 


sauds will put in JMOm, with re- 
maining £10m coming from En glish 
Heritage and the National Trust, foe 


major landowner. 

• “It will be a free rite for the pub- 
lic’s benefit,” said Sir Jocefyn, who 
told Chris Smith about the change 
at a meeting last week. 

Charging has been a. feature at 
Stonehenge ever since the site was 
given to the nation early this centu- 
ry, and probably before that. 

But even if approved by the Mil- 
lennium Commission, the project still 
faces hurdles. Conservationists are 
certain to abject to the resitieg of the 
visitor centre at LarkhilL within the 
World Heritage Site and close to a 
mysterious 2.5km-long 

Neolithic feature known as the Cur- 
SUS. 

Kate Fie] den, secretary of the Ave- 
bury Society, whose interest 
extends to Stonehenge, said the em- 


phasis had to be on removing all the 
20th-century clutter - a commitment 
once made by Sir Jocelyn. 

“It would be a tragedy for us to 
treat such an important rite in such 
a shameful way. The object must be 
restore the landscape around this 
monument to make it- place that peo- 
ple can come to and go away uplift- 
ed.” 

According to Sir Jocelyn, the vis- 
itor centre would be in low-lying 
“dead ground" and all that would be 
viable from the stones would be the 
heads of visitors viewing the site from 
a roof gallery. 

“The choice was to build the cen- 
tre off the World Heritage Site and 
have transport, or to build on, out 
of sight, and let people walk.” 
Doing the latter removal the “fair- 
ground” element of the train and al- 
lowed the stones their natural 
dignity, he said. 



Jocefyn Stevens: Hoping for 
approval from millennium body 


Parent 
leaders 
refuse to 
quit 
charity 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


Officials at England’s largest parents' 
group who were called on to step 
down by the Charity Commission, 
yesterday dug in their heels and re- 
fused to quit, despite calls from for- 
mer trustees for them to resign and 
pay back all expenses. 

As the controversy surrounding 
the National Confederation of Par- 
ents Teacher Associations was hasti- 
ly added to the agenda of a top-level 
Home Office meeting with the Chief 
Charity Commissioner, the three 
officers insisted they would stay puL 

Tfie Independent revealed yester- 
day that the Commission, which has 
just completed an inquiry into the 
charity, had written to its press offi- 
cer, treasurer and membership sec- 
retary asking them to resign and seek 
urgent legal advice over paying back 
tens of thousands of pounds in 
• salaries. 

The Commission, says the three - 
Margaret Morrissey, Andrew 
Smetham and Belinda Yaxley - were 
trustees at the time they took up then- 
posts and have, therefore, contra- 
vened charity law by benefiting fi- 
nancially from their trusteeships. 
The officials admit they were trustees 
when appointed, but say they had 
stood down by the time they started 
their paid part-time jobs. 

Two former trustees, who were 
sacked by the charity last year after 
calling for reform, last night de- 
manded that the current ruling 
group be held responsible for any 
salaries and expenses paid in defiance 
of the Charity Commission advice. 

Sean Rogers and Sandi M arsha ll, 
who were thrown off the NCPTA’s 
ruling body by a process dubbed a 
“kangaroo court by the Charily 
Commission, said the three should 
“do the decent thing and go now”. 

Ms Marshall said: “1 find it ex- 
traordinary that other trustees have 
not demanded these people's resig- 
nation. They were told in March by 
Charity Commission investigators 
that the position of these staff was 
untenable. I feel the Commission 
should now tell the trustees that by 
continuing to expend the charity 
money in this way, the trustees are 
making themselves liable for a bill.” 

The resignations row brings to 
boiling point years of unrest in the 
NCPTA, which represents parents in 
over 11,000 scho ols. 

In return, the NCPTA - the largest 
and wealthiest parent’s body in the 
country - acts as a national voice for 
parents, commenting on education 
policy and lobbying ministers. 

NCPTA chairman Judith Wood 
yesterday insisted the charity re- 
mained on an even keeL It had been 
given until 30 June by the Charily 
Commission to complete its own in- 
vestigation into the affair. 

The Commission’s report is ex- 
pected to be published next week. 
Charity Commission sources yes- 
terday underlined their belief that the 
officials were still trustees when 
they took up their posts. 
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news 


Two little 


girls with a 


psychopath 


for a child 


minder 





Julie Anne, 4, (left) and Kyfie, 6, who died with their mother when Darren Carr (seen right, with policeman) set fire to their house 


Main photograph: News Team 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


When Oxfordshire social work- 
ers were warned that a psy- 
chopath was acting as a live-in 
childminder to two little girls at 
19 Preston Road, they took no 


action when they could find no 
such family at the address. 

Had they bothered to check 
with the housing department 
they would have found that 
KyBe, 6, and Julie Anne, 4, lived 
at number 109, But they didn’t 
check, and an independent in- 


quiry following the deaths of the 
girls and their mother, Susan 
Hearmon, concluded that (his 
“particular tragedy might have 
been averted* - . 

The inquiry into the case of 
Darren Carr,' who is serving a 
life sentence for manslaughter 


after killing the mother and 
daughters, found that a “more 
rigorous approach" by soda! 
services could have removed Mr 
Carr from the house and dis- 
tanced him from his victims. 

As it was it was only months 
later when Kyfie told her school 


teacher that Carr, diagnosed as 
having a psychopathic disorder, 
was hitting her with a wooden 
spoon until she went to sleep 
that connections began to be 
made. Even then it took sev- 
enteen days for social workers 
to respond to a warning from 


the school and, after they visit- 
ed the bouse, they did not car- 
ry out a full risk assessment. 

Professor Geoevra Richard- 
son, one of the panel of three 
brought into conduct the in- 
quiry, told a press conference 
yesterday: “Despite the vul- 


nerability of the family it was 
decided there were no child pro- 
tection concerns. Within a 
month the family was dead.” 

Carr set light to the family's 


home after spreading petrol 
around the oropertv. Susan 
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around the property. Susan 
Hearmon and her two children 
died through suffocation and 
Carr was convicted of man- 
slaughter and jailed for life at 
Birmingham Crown Court in 
May last year. 

Yesterday’s report urged that 
local authorities in Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire - both of 
whom had cared for Carr since 
1993 when be first received 
psychiatric care after attacking 
bis mother with a hammer, 
should take action to review the 
provision of housing for former 
mental patients moving into 
the community, and increase the 
number of medium-secure beds 
“as a matter of urgency”. 

TWo weeks before Carr 
moved into Preston Road a 
Mental Health Act assessment 
was carried out on him afier he 
bad appeared at a local hostel 
in a disturbed state, but there 


was no suitable in-patient fadEty 
available locally. 

The inquiry found that the 
provision of medium-secure 
beds was '‘totally inadequate” 
and there had been “inordinate 
and continuing delay" in pur- 
chasing new beds. It ako advised 
a reassessment of housing plans 
for patients moving out into the 
community. 

Oxfordshire County Council 
accepted that child protection 
measures were not adhered to 
and said an independent expert 
would conduct a further review 
of the case. The findings will be 
made public. Mary Robertson, 
director of Oxfordshire Social 
Services, said two social work- 
ers had been disciplined and 
had received a final warning af- 
ter an e xamina tion of the mis- 
takes they bad made. One chose 
to resign while the other re- 
mains working for the author- 
ity in a lower position. 

However, tne inquiry noted 
that “there are very dear lim- 
its to. the ability of mental 
health services” to deal with 
people such as Darren Carr. 






ICI doses plant 
after gas leak 




Nicholas Schoon 


ICI was ordered to close down 
part of one of its chemical 
plants by the Government’s 
Environment Agency after a 
large and dangerous leak of 
toxic gas. 

The inddeut comes only two 
weeks after senior IQ managers 
were called in to meet top 
agency officials following seri- 
ous pollution incidents at plants 
in the north-east and north- 
west It is the first time ICI has 
been forced to shut down part 
of a plant since government 
regulators obtained this power 
in 1994. 

The leak of titanium tetra- 
chloride from the ICI-owned 
TIoxide plant at Greetham 
near Hartlepool, produced a 
large ck>ud of hydrogen chloride 
mist which is extremely acidic. 

A road alongside the plant 
was dosed and local people 
were warned by police to stay 
inside. There were no injuries. 

Five hours later, in the small 
hours of yesterday, the compa- 
ny informed the Agency there 
had been an oil spill from a 
sister plant at Wilton, where 
petroleum products are refined 
from oil. 

The Agency’s operations 
director, Archie Robertson, 


said: “It is outrageous that 
within weeks of IC3 being caDed 
to a meeting ... where It 
promised to dean up its act. that 
its plants have been involved in 
two farther leaks.” 

The company promised at 
that meeting to call in inde- 
pendent experts to investigate 
its management procedures. 

“'We wfl] not allow it to restart 
until we are completely satisfied 
that the company will operate 
it safely," said Mr Robertson. 

The plant makes the white 
powder pigment used in paints, 
plastics and paper. The leak 
came from a pipe in a heat ex- 
changer, which uses water to 
cool a chemical pumped 
through it. ICI is legally oblig- 
ed to carry out remedial work, 
review its maintenance and in- 
spection procedures and rec- 
ommend improvements. 

The other, less serious, leak 
on the Wilton site happened af- 
ter a plant was restarted fol- 
lowing routine maintenance. 
An unknown quantity of light oil 
spilled into the drains and then 
flowed into an inlet on the Tees 
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flowed into an inlet on the Tees 
estuaiy. Most of it was stopped 
by a boom and then lifted off the 
water surface and mud using 
special absorbent materials. 

ICI said it regretted the two 
latest incidents. 
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SAVE 


ZANUSSI A 

1000 Spin Washer Dryer 

■ Economy wash. 

■ Wash 'n' dry option. 

■ Half-load button. 

■ 27 programme combinations. 
Model WDT1085. Was £549.99. 
FREE £20 ARIEL VOUCHER 

+ FREE TRIP TO FRANCE. 

Ask for details. 


SAVE 


SAVE ™ ellO 

'on WASHER & TUMBLE DRYERS 



[99 


SALE PRICE 


<479 





ZANUSSI 

Full Size Dishwasher 

■ Unique 'multi-rack' baskets. 

■ Quickwash cycle. 

■4 programmes. 

Model DW9Q7. Was £429.99. 

FREE TRIP TO FRANCE. 

Ask for details. 


50cm Slot-In 
Dual Fuel Cooker 

■ Fan single electric oven 
and gas hob. 

■ 4 burners in 3 sizes. 
Model ZCM5000WH. 

Was £439.99. 

FREE TRIP TO FRANCE. 
Ask for details. 


SALE PRICE 


SALE PRICE 


£29099 £399 


o clBO 

ON DISHWASHERS 


SAVE ™ £60 

ON COOKERS 


1’: 

JilB SAVE e90 

Wr*^ 0N FR i DGE5 & FREEZERSI 


ZAN USSI 1.7 cu-ft. Tabletop Freezer 

■ Fast-freeze stolon. 

■ Reversible door. NNN mlepbke 

IIl1 C 199^g 


ZAN USSI 8.1 cu-ft-Lanfer Fridge 

■ Automatic defrost. 

■ Revenue door. WGXM SWFBB 

Model 2KB4L WtV )4A 

Was 039.19. n|| n|Me 

BUY NOW PAY B2J W I <#■" 

6 MONTHS LATER 


ZANUSSI UoLft Under Fridge 

■ Drinks (fispensei. 

■ Cookheck — SMHma 

“ mpo ™ u ^ 9uWo, B5J!l **111 

Model ZK56LBU- Pin I If/ 1*100 
Wes 079.99. KlU tMa I 
BUY NOW RAY fi MONTHS LATER 


£50 


[30 


ZANUSSI FuB Size 1 


ZANUSSI 60 cm Slot -in Dnri 

Fuel fmlw MH SALE NICE 

« ito* 

■ Gas non. 

Model ZCMS200W1B. WM £588.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MOUTHS LATHI 
FREE TMP TO ntAHCe. Ask lor details. 


ZANUSSI OJar-fL 

Upright Freezer 

■ Low energy SBsfe - 1 nr 

consumption. wm IE 

■ CFC free. Kjlll/J 

Model ZFC47LE. ■ w ire ■ am 

Was £349.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 


ZANUSSI 1Uoi.fL 


■ LMkaftle lid. 

a Fan-freete fac«ty. H77B TOQ 

Model ZAC 764. Kill fjJJlW 
Was £449.99. ■ WdVJa 

BUY NOW MT 6 MONTHS LATHI 


Only Currys bring you all this 




NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 




find a low* Pg* 

°&TateS Stop 

WE LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 




peMZWMHD 
FOft YEARS TO 
COME 

Up to S years expert 
service support 
when you buy j 
M asterore 
Co«q>ian Service 
AofWMnt 

♦PUBS INTEREST 
FRS OPTION WH01 

punch ASS> with 

ANY PRODUCT OVER 
£100. Ask in-StO« 
for details. 


MODELS 
& OFFERS 

♦ForeK*P tiona l 

value, asiuslve to 
DSG Recoil Ltd. 


: f-.'OPS: 


With Cu/rys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you an take 
advantage of any 
credit offer in-store. 
Ask for detaib. 


REVIEWS 


CORBYSPKECr 

For (fired, doorstep 
deJhwyi Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 B88145 (9am- 
5J0pm Mon-Sat ). 
DeFivety charges from 
£325. Part of 
DSG Retail Ltd. 


OI 





Repairs 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible). 


AvaBabte in-stixe. 


7 DATS A WEEK 

0891 516516 
CaDs cost 50p per 
minute. 


For most large items 
if you phone before 
OME ■ 10am Monday to 
™ Friday and live 
within 10 (rules of 
a Currys store. 



3 AS 


ELECTRIC 


On all freestanding 
gas and electric 
cookers by CO R£l 
registered engineers 
(exdudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stares). 



Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 


I— 


EXAMPLE Ct ffTT 
I interest I, ill 
fsee option 

on SELECTED 
PRODUCTS - 




and Sunday opening 


BUY NOW 
PAY UP TO 
12 

MONTHS 

LATER 



[watch OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS!] 


lock oat ter the spedal voucher swings on selected preducts threugheut this 
■Jv^Hirn^Sk^eiethfaBdwrttoinyCi^^todBtayowdbojirt 
One voudwr avfng par pwchesa Not far tt» vwn omer offais. Brandi tasa onljt 
Dteourt udng Code * (Head Of&r offer). HUhRYlThoe vouch* prierevolM 
only untfl Thwnby 12th itm* 1997. 


ilsof your 
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Heavy drinkers who consume 
up 10 eight pints of beer a day, 
or the equivalent in spirits, may 
live life in a blur but their men- 
tal functions are unaffected 
even after decades of boozing, 
according to research. 

The surprising finding comes 
from a study of Australian vet- 
erans of the Second World War 
who are supposed to have ac- 
quired their taste for liquor in 
action and have enjoyed it in 
quantity over the 50 years since. 

The study of 209 veterans 
whose drinking was assessed in 
1982 and who were tested on a 
range of mental tasks nine years 
later in 1991 found the heavi- 
est drinkers performed as well 
as the teetotallers and scans of 
their brains showed no sign of 
shrinkage due to alcohol. 

In 1982. 85 per cent of the 
men drank at least once a week. 
On average, the drinkers con- 
sumed the equivalent of al- 
most three pints of beer a d ay 
but one in five drank between 
four and eight pints a day, de- 
fined as a harmful level by the 
Australian National Health 
Council. A fifth drank between 
two-and-a-half and four pints a 
day. defined as “hazardous 


Cofin Brown 

and Jeremy Laurence 


isky galore: War veterans who have been knocking it back for years are as mentally astute as teetotallere 


to eight pints and a quarter were 
drinking at the hazardous 


heavy drinking has been at- 
tributed to comradeship, a de- 


level of two-and-a-half to four sire to suppress memories of the 


By 1991, the proportion 
drinking regularly had fallen to 
two-thirds. One in 10 was drink- 
ing at the harmful level of four 


pints. 

The researchers, from the 
Australian National University, 
who report their findings in Lhe 
British Medical Journal, sav the 


war or “the atmosphere of the 
ubiquitous clubs of the Re- 
turned Servicemen s League." 

They drank substantially 
more than other Australian 


men of the same age, yet the 
veterans had no sign of brain at- 
rophy. as shown by brain scans, 
performed no worse on cogni- 
tive tests and their mental per- 
formance was within the normal 
range for men of their age. 

The authors admit their re- 


sults may have been distorted 
by the death of those most sus- 
ceptible to alcohol; more than 
a quarter of the original group 
died during the nine-year study. 

A spokesman for the Port- 
man group, a watchdog set up 
by the drinks industry, said; " No 


organisation would ever rec- 
ommend people can drink safe- 
ly at these levels. But the study 
shows that some people can 
drink more than the recom- 
mended amount, while others 
should drink less." 

Leading article, page 19 


IRA man admits police caught him out 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


An IRA member who at- 
tempted to bring chaos to Lon- 
don yesterday admitted he had 
been “caught with the his 
trousers down” by the police. 

Bui Gerard Hanratty, 38, 
denied he had told a jury at the 
Old Bailey “a load of rubbish" 
to get off a bomb plot charge. 


Mr Hanratty has told the 
court he was pan of an IRA unit 
that was attempting to use fake 
bombs in order to trick the 
emergency services into cutting 
the electricity supply for most 
of London and the surrounding 
area. 

Bui the prosecution accuses 
him and seven other men of 
planning to use explosives to 
blow up six electricity sub sta- 


tions in the South-East last 
year. 

Nigel Sweeney, prosecuting, 
claimed Mr Hanratty was 
“telling a load of rubbish to get 
you all off, so you can get back 
home and carry on your war". 

He said under the IRA code 
Mr Hanratty was regarded as a 
soldier in a" war. “It is always 
nice to get back home and car- 
ry on fighting." he said. 


Mr Hanratty replied that 
when he was arrested he de- 
cided he was “caught with my 
trousers down". The police 
then told him there were a 
number of explosive traces 
found in cars. 

“At that point and at this 
point in lime, I think you know 
and I know, there was never any 
explosives involved." he said. 

“Basically I got my back up. 


I am being accused of conspir- 
ing to cause explosions. Myself 
and my colleagues are innocent 
of this charge - that is the 
reality." 

Mr Hanratty said he decid- 
ed to give evidence in the trial 
after claiming there were “a lot 
of distortions in the case”. 

“It is one thing to go to 
prison for a great expanse of 
years. It is another dung for me 


to go to jail for very extensive 
years on the basis of evidence 
which is not true," he said. 

He told the court: “There was 
never any explosives or explo- 
sive traces in this case." 

The prosecution alleges the 
IRA's plan to blow up six Na- 
tional Grid sub-stanons was 
foiled by a joint police and se- 
curity services operation. 

The case continues. 


One of Labour's key election 
pledges to cut waiting lists has 
been put at risk by the discov- 
ery that health authorities and 
hospital trusts are £300m in the 
red and facing cuts in sendees 
to break even. 

Ministers are furious that 
the losses are worse than ex- 
pected and blamed the outgo- 
ing Conservative government 
for allowing the deficits to 
mount before the election. 

One Whitehall insider said: 
“They are worried about all 
those blue posters that went up 
in the election saying they 
would cut waiting lists. It will 
now be more difficult to fulfill 
that pledge." 

The Treasury was also 
alarmed at the losses^nd has 
warned ministers not to use the 
figures to plead for more mon- 
ey for the NHS. 

The Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, has ordered the Cabi- 
net, including the Health Sec- 
retary, Frank Dobson, to live 
within his existing budget. 

However, the extent of the 
deficits is so large that it may 
force Mr Brown to allow Mr 
Dobson an emergency injection 
of cash. The figures placed in 
the House of Commons library 
show health authorities had 
deficits totalling £ 185.8m by 
the end of 1996-7, about £30m 
more than expected and a steep 
rise on the previous figures. 

In addition, trusts were a to- 
tal £123m in the red, in breach 
of a statutory requirement to 
break even. 

“More and more health au- 
thorities, not just in the urban 
areas but across the country, are 
not able to balance their books 
and the only way they can deal 
with the deficit is to reduce ser- 
vices for patients, reducing 


THE DIRECT LINE MORTGAGE CHALLENGE 


Question: 


Is the Woolwich, Halifax or Abbey National 
the best place to buy your mortgage? 


Answer: 


See below. 


repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments). 


Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) 

Monthly saving 
with Direct Line 

Total Payable 
(gross) 

WOOLWICH 

8.2% 

£575.70 

£49.94 

£180,999 

HALIFAX 

8.2% 

£574.83 

£49.07 

£181,291 

ABBEY NATIONAL 

8.0% 

£572.39 

£46.63 

£180,662 

DIRECT LINE 

6.9% 

£525.76 

- 

£164,470 

APRsbaswd on Standard Variable Rate Repayment mortgages, correct at 28th May 1997. Source: Moneyfects. 

MIRAS has been calculated under current tax legisfation which may alter. 


The r.ible spejks for itself. Direct Line is the place to buy your mortgage. 
A Direct Line mortgage could save you almost per month. 

You can borrow up to of rhe value of sour home. 

Free valuation. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

We guarantee to save you 2< on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

If you transfer your mortgage without moving house 
Direct Line will pay your legal iees.tt 
Now you know the answer, give ns a call. 


mm 


DIRECT LINE 


0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday, 
www.directline.co.uk Please quote ret IND 121 
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services for the mentally uL re- 
ducing cover for Aidsanti HTV 
patients, cutting day-care ser- 
vices in the community and 
even dosing clinics," said Simon 
Hughes, the Liberal Democrat 
health spokesman. 

The Health Minister, Alan 
Milbura, told The independent: 
“In the light of these figures, 
no-one should be in any doubt 
about the challenges facing the 
new government in rescuing and 
renewing the NHS. We are 
under no illusions about the 
legacy we have inherited. That 
is why we have taken action to 
sort out the tangle of the in- 
ternal market." 

He said the figures showed 
the need for further measures 
to shift more resources from bu- 
reaucracy to front-line patient 
services. The Government has 
already cut £I00m in adminis- 
trative costs to spend on patient 
services, including reducing 
cancer waiting lists, but the 
deficit is three times that 
amount 

Those in the red include An- 
glian Harbours (£3.2m deficit) 
which was threatened with go- 
ing broke; Dartford and Grave- 
sham (£408,000) where a big 
privately-financed scheme is 
planned; Harrow and Hilling- 
don (£lm) where cuts in treat- 
ment for over 75s were dropped 
after a row; and Salford men- 
tal health services (£2m). They 
range from inner cities to mid- 
dle England, including the 
world famous Bart's in the City 
of London (£4.7m), Jimmy’s in 
Leeds (£4.8m) and North East 
Lincolnshire (£4 Jra). 

Health experts said ft would 
increase the pressure for merg- 
ers of trusts. The merger of 
some NHS trusts could bring 
benefits to doctors and patients 
but would be unlikely to save 
money, the British Medical As- 
sociation said. 





Kids now got an even bigger welcome than normal when they visit a Little Chet 
Because they can choose a 2 course meal from the Kid's set menu which includes a 
main course, and a dessert plus a drink and it'll be absolutely free. 

Alternatively, they can eat anything from the Kid's menu up to the value of 
£2.75, absolutely free. 

One chfld For each sdutt We n?Mrvo lhe nghl to withdraw thn whole or any part 0 F thts promotion without prior not**. 
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Piggott silk sold by Sotheby’s was false 


Racing snthusiast 
spotted error in 
catalogue but 
auction house still 
conducted sale 

Cfare Gamer 

A horseracing enthusiast as- 
sumed he was backing a winner 
when he paid £5,520 for the silks 
worn by Lester Piggou on his 
hrst Derby win. Sotheby’s knew 
he was not 

. The London fine art auc- 
tioneers failed to inform pot- 
ential purchasers at its first 
sale of racing memorabilia, last 
November, that the prize silks 
were not genuine, despite hav- 
ing been alerted to the feet three 
months earlier. 

. £°hn King* from Plurapton, 
jn Sussex, had contacted Sothe- 
vy s when he spotted that the 
silks photographed in the cat- 
alogue did not match the ones 
pictured in newspaper cuttings 
Of Piggott’s win on Never Say 
Die in the 1954 Derby. 

The only footage of the day 
was black and while, but Piggott 
wore the colours of the horse’s 
owner. Robert Sterling Clark: 
cerise and grey stripes with a blue 
band across the middle. 

‘‘It was quite plain to see that 
whereas the catalogue picture 
had the pale stripe down the 
middle, Lester had the dark 
stripe down the middle. Obvi- 
ously the pattern itself was the 
same but the garments were dif- 
ferent," Mr King tells BBCl's 
Weekend Watchdog tonight. 

"I rang Sotheby’s because ... 
I thought rather than let them 



Vs.-. - ..V . . ' . . / . w 


Spot the difference: Lester Piggott after his 1954 Derby win and, far right, replicas of the silks worn by Piggott (left) and by Sotheby’s (right). Piggott’s silks have a grey central strip, rather than pink 




make a mistake it would only 
take a minute (ogive them a ring 
to tel] them and presumably then 
they would change the descrip- 
tion in the catalogue," he adds. 

The catalogue for the Racing 
Sale, however, remained un- 
changed. The Marquess of 
Harrington, deputy chairman of 


Sotheby’s Holdings and for- 
mer Senior Steward of the 
Jockey Club, Bagged up the the 
emotional high point of the sale 
in the foreword. He wrote: “We 
are particularly pleased to be 
able to offer in the same sale 
silks that were worn by Lester 
Piggott on the occasion of his 


Minister unmoved 
by Camelot threats 


Steve Boggan 

Threats by directors of Camelot 
to resign if they are ordered to 
repay their controversial bonus- 
es will be ignored today by 
Chris Smith. Secretary of State 
for National Heritage, as part of 
continuing efforts to get tough 
with the lottery organiser. 

Sources close to Mr Smith 
said he has been unmoved byre- 
ports that three of Camelot’s top 
executives may quit today and 
by the announcement that three 
of the company’s five share- 
holders will pull out if the op- 
eration is made “not-for-profit”. 

Following his meeting last 
Monday with Camelot drayman 
Sir George Russell, at which he 
expressed anger at bonuses of 
up to 90 per cent of salary be- 
ing paid in a year when dona- 
tions to good causes fell, Mr 
Smith is awaiting a response to 
three proposals aimed at restor- 
ing public faith in the lottery. 

He asked Camelot to repay 


£7m of interest from unclaimed 
prizes to the good causes fund: 
suggested that the directors 
pay some or all of their bonus- 
es to charity: and recommend- 
ed paying all or some of all 
future bonuses to charity. On 
top of those proposals, Camelot 
was given six weeks to come up 
with plans for operating as a 
not-for-profit organisation. 

Over the past three days, 
however, a number of stones ap- 
peared in the press, apparently 
designed to put pressure on Mr 
Smith to reconsider a position 
that looked increasingly radical 
in the light of independent re- 
search showing that Camelot 
runs the most successful and ef- 
ficient lottery in the world. 

First, Sir Ernest Harrison, 
chairman of Racal, and Jeremy 
Marshall, chief executive of De 
La Rue, both of which cwn 
225 per cent of Camelot, said 
they would not participate in a 
not-for-profit organisation. 
They were joined by GTfcch, the 


US shareholder responsible for 
lottery technology, which said it 
would not provide goods and 
services without a profit element. 

Second, it was repotted that 
Urn Holley, Camelot *s chief ex- 
ecutive who earned £590.000 
last yea n David Rigg, its 
£333 t Q00-a>-year communica- 
tions director, and Peter Mur- 
phy, £361,000 finance director, 
were considering resigning to- 
day “to avoid further damage to 
the National Lottery", accord- 
ing to the Financial Times. 

Camelot would neither con- 
firm nor deny the reports yes- 
terday. Neither would it say 
what response it planned to give 
to Mr Smith today. 

A source within the depart- 
ment said Mr Smith's “main con- 
cern is that public confidence in 
the lottery should be restored so 
dial it can continue to be a great 
success and raise more money 
for the good causes. He wants to 
draw a line under the whole 
episode as soon as posable.” 


CISLE OW MAI 


ISTOMERS OF 
IRNATIONAL 
Ml LIMITED. 


Halifex international ( Isle of Man) Limited, announces revised interest 
rates from 9th June 1997. 



WNIUL INTEREST 
GROSS PA. 

% 


MONTHLY INTEREST 
GROSS P-A. 

% 


HALIFAX INTERNAL -ONAL GOLD 90 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 


6 . 65 % 

6 . 60 % 

6 . 35 % 

5.70% 


HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL GOLD 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£ 50 , 000 + 

£25,000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 

£5,000-*- 

£500+ 


6 . 30 % 

6 . 05 % 

5 - 95 % 

5 . 45 % 

4 . 70 % 

3 - 40 % 


6 . 46 % 

6.41% 

6.17% 

5 . 56 % 


6 . 13 % 

5 - 89 % 

5 - 79 % 

5 - 32 % 

4 . 60 % 

3 - 35 % 


-rr £10000 in your Ha ^ n ^j^f I If C ^u 

1ST— wr Win only pay 

will not take any tax off Ac mere* wc pay. 
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u ned bv calling Halifex International (Isle of 
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feti June 1997 

HALIFAX — 

^oWTffi» tionflS 


first Derby win. ” The silks were 
conservatively estimated to 
fetch between £300 and £500. 

Now, seven months later, 
Sotheby’s has confirmed that it 
had its doubts about the sOks be- 
fore the sale. A caption under the 
photo of the silk in the catalogue 
said it was “believed to be" the 


one worn by Piggott in 1954. A 
spokesman for Sotheby’s said: 
“Wc should have issued a pre- 
sale notice advising potential 
purchasers accordingly. We ob- 
viously regret we did not do this.” 

Mr King had spoken to 
Chantal Langley, at Sotheby’s 
Newmarket office. She asked 


him to send the newspaper cut- 
ting and said that they nad had 
a phone call from someone in 
America claiming that they had 
the original silks. 

Mr King did not hear from 
Sotheby’s until three months af- 
ter the sale, which fetched £1.7ra. 
On 4 February, he received a let- 


ter from Mrs Langley slating: 
“The catalogue description of the 
racing silks reflected Scuhehy’s 
opinion as to their likely prove- 
nance given the information 
provided by the seller.” 

Mr King commented on 
Sotheby's actions: “It tends to 
make you feel that they will sell 


anything provided that ihe sell- 
er tells them that it’s genuine." 

Sotheby’s is not legally oblig- 
ed to give a refund, but has 
offered to do so. The unidenti- 
fied purchaser is understood to 
be “keen u» keep the silks” and 
“entirely happy with the way 
Soihebv$ handled the mailer”". 
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cctTtputt-s. 


THE LINK 
PRICE PROMISE 


!! you tuvi exactiV the same 
package creapet is catty vvrfcir 
7 days- ivt ,: n?'ynd t-e 
difference. 


FREE GALLS 

TO USE WHEN YOU LIKE” 


<8> 


DUAL BAND MOBILE PHONE 

• Easy switching between networks for use abroad 

• Up to 235 minutes talktime/90 hours standby 

• 199 name and number memory 

• Fax and data compatible 

• Stylish flip design protects keypad and 
answers/ends calls 

• Free calls to use when you like 1 * 

Model: INTERNATIONAL 8800 
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news 


Goodbye 
Gary, as 
stage 
musical 


doses 


David lister 

Arte Editor 


The American humorist Neil 
Simon has suffered a rare 
reverse in his long career with 
the closure of the London stage 
musical of The Goodbye Girl, 

starring Gary WilraoL 

The show, based on the hit 
Ne3 Simon film, never recovered 
from poor reviews. It means just 
a two-month run for the musi- 
cal, following in the wake of oth- 
er musical closures including 
Tommy and Sunset Boulevard. 
Unlike those two, however. The 
Goodbye Giri, which used Si- 
mon’s dialogue though he did 
not write the songs, received very 
poor reviews. 

“The critics were very harsh, 
and it affected the show," a 
spokeswoman said yesterday. “Ii 



The show won’t go on: Gary Wilmot and Ann Crumb in a scene from Neil Simon’s The Goodbye Giri 


Photograph: Tristram 


is very sad." The last night of the 
production will be 28 June, she 
said, and would not comment 
on the cost of early closure, but 
one estimate was six figures. 

It marks a rare Bop for en- 


tertainer Gary, 43, who has 
scored box office hits with vir- 
tually every show' he has starred 
in, from Me And My Giri to Co- 
pacabana and Carmen Jones. 

The Goodbve Girl also stars 


Aspects Of Love star Ann 
Crumb as the thirty someth mg 
former chorus girl convinced 
from bitter experience that 
actors are a bad bet for love. 

The show represents a rare 


West End flop for producer E 
& B Productions, whose recent 
successes include Buddy andJio/- 
son. Another West End show is 
also set for early closure - 
Steaming, the revival of Nell 
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Dram’s 1980s aE-women play set 
in a Turkish bath and starring 
comedienne Jenny Ed air. The 
show, now running at the Pic- 
cadilly Theatre, is to shut after 
just four weeks on 14 June. 


Former cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken told a court 
yesterday how his 12-year-old 
son asked “Daddy, what is a 
pimp?" after a front-page news- 
paper story accused him of at- 
tempting to procure prostitutes 
for Arab business contacts. 

Mr Aitken described his 
shock at the story in the 
Guardian : “My reaction was to 
be horrified. I felt poleaxed ... 
it was almost the equivalent of 
having a heart attadc in terms 
of the shock and pain I felt on 
reading it." 

Giving evidence on the sec- 
ond day of his libel action 
against the Guardian and 
Granada Television, makers of 
the World in Action programme; 
Mr Aitken continued: “I buried 
my head in my bands, and said 
to no one in particular that the 
Guardian have said on their 
front page I am a pimp. My son 
then made the polite inquiry 
‘What is a pimp. Daddy?’ " 

Mr Aitken, a former defence 
procurement minister and chief 
secretary to the Treasury, told 
the court that he had been on 


series World in Action. The ar- 
ticles and the documentary 
claimed that Mr Aitken pro- 


vided prostitutes for highly 
placed Saudis and had engaged 
m illegal arms trading. 

His counsel, Charles Gray, 
QC, said the allegations had 
“butchered" the politician’s 
personal, political, and profes- 
sional reputation. 

Mr Aitken told the court: 

“Hie Guardian gave me no no- 
tice of what they were going to 
publish, nor warning of what 
they were going to publish and 
no opportunity to respond to 
the serious allegations that they 
were going to make." 

The report had been head- 
lined “Aitken tried to arrange 
gir ls for Saudi friends", the 
judge was told. 

Turning to the World in Ac- 
tion programme “Jonathan of 
Arabia", broadcast in April 
1995, Mr Aitken said: “ I think 


they had a preconceived and 
d re-planned hatchet job. 


pre-planned hatchet job. 
“This was diameter ass 


a skiing holiday in Switzerland 
when the article in the first edi- 


when the article in the first edi- 
tion of the newspaper was faxed 
to him late at night from Lon- 
don. 

He said “I had a sleepless 
night once 1 had read the 
Guardian's story. 

“1 said to myself in the long, 
dark night of the soul I have got 
to stand and figfal. 

"I have got to fight these lies, 
and I will do so." 

Mr Aitken, 54, said he got up 
at dawn, caught the early flight 
back to London, and wrote a 
speech about how he was going 
to wield “the sword of truth and 
the shield of fair play" - words 
that he was to use at a press con- 
ference announcing his libel ac- 
tion on 10 April 1995. 

He told Mr Justice Pop- 
plewell that he had “scrupu- 
lously observed" government 
guidelines which stated that on 
taking public office as a minis- 
ter in 1992 all private business 
must stop. He denied being in- 
volved in any private deals with 
Arab businessmen while serv- 
ing as a minister. 

Mi Aitken is suing the 
Guardian and Granada Televi- 
sion over articles printed in 
the newspaper in 1995, and 
broadcast in the documentary 


“This was diameter assassi- 
nation TV, not current affairs 
TV. There was no attempt at 
balance or objectivity. It was ‘de- 
stroy Aitken’ time." 

The former minister said he 
had received a letter from World 
in Action producer David Leigh 
saying the programme was 


preparing a “profile" of him 
and requesting an interview. He 


and requesting an interview. He 
was given five days to respond. 

Mr Aitken said that he even- 
tually proposed that he appear 
on a live show where he could 
be interviewed to refute any al- 
legations made against him af- 
ter the documentary was 
screened. 

But this offer was rejected by 
Granada because it it did not 
conform to the the traditional 
format of the programme. 

Mr Aitken told the court 
that he had first met Prince Mo- 
hammed from the Saudi royal 
family during a business flip to 
Paris, and had kept in toudi with 

him. 

On a subsequent visit to the 
Saudi capital Riyadh he me t 
Said Ayas an employee of the 
Prince. 

Continuing his evidence, Mr 
Aitken told the court that he 
was introduced to his wife, 
Lolicia, by Mr Ayas's mother. 
And Mr Ayas and his sister 
later became godparents to 
Mr and Mrs Aitken’s two 
daughters. . . 

The case continues. 
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Hidden world of MPs expense scams 


Anthony Bevins, Christian 
Weimar and CoEn Brown 


The illegal diversion of tax- 
payers’ money into party polit- 
ical funds is rife in the 
Commons. MPs have told The 
Independent. 

But unless hard and fast ev- 
idence of the widespread sleaze 
is submitted to Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, it 
is unlikely that any action will 
t>e taken. The Independent has 
been unable to bud any MP with 
the courage to make a stand, 
and publicly blow the whistle on 
their own party. 

At a meeting of the left- 
wing campaign group of Labour 
MPs on Wednesday night, one 
senior MP said that a regional 
office had sent a letter urging 
her to follow the lead given by 
two frontbenchers in making 
significant donations to the par- 
ty from Commons expenses. 

Those expenses are supposed 
to be used to finance parlia- 
mentary activities and as they 
arc tax-free, using them for 
party or personal expenditure 
is n fraud against the taxpayer. 

The Independent revealed on 
Wednesday that new Labour 
MPs had been asked to “con- 
tribute" £5.000 to party funds 
from their tax-free £47 .568 Of- 
fice Costs Allowance; to pay 
purl of the salary of local par- 
ty' agents or organisers. 

' The initial request for a do- 
nation was made at a briefing 
meeting for all 178 new MPs by 
a senior party official. Thai 



Tony Blair addressing Labour MPs after the election victory. New MPs have been asked to contribute to party funds from their tax-free allowance Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


was followed up by regional par- 
ty offices, saying that the mon- 
ey should be paid from the 
tax-free, taxpayer-funded al- 
lowance. 


Following The Independent 
exposure of the “sting" party 
leaders acknowledged that it 
had happened, and gave a guar- 
antee that it would be stopped 


dead in its tracks. It now appears 
that the operation has been run- 
ning for some years across both 
main political parties, and is 
likely to continue. 


But as Labour MPS pointed 
out yesterday. The Independent 
report had not raised “one 
peep” of Commons protest - 
because the Conservative Par- 


ty was running the same scam. 

Chris Butler, former Con- 
servative MP for Warrington 
South, told The Independent 
that Tory MPs had been under 


Dixons 


DIAMOND 
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pressure fora number of years 
to pay part of their Office Crists 
Allowance towards the wages of 
an agent. 

Mr Butler said he had been 
deeply unhappy about the pres- 
sure he was put under. “Since 
the agent undertook no dis- 
cernible parliamentary work 
on my behalf, to have paid 
such money would have been il- 
legal and I could have ended up 
in prison convicted of fraud,” he 
said. 

He said the taxpayer was be- 
ing asked to fork out because 
the unpopularity of the party 
meant that it could no longer at- 
tract donations in convention- 
al ways. 

The former MP estimated 
that about 25 to 30 per cent of 
Tory MPs paid part of their tax- 
free allowance to their con- 
stituency association. 

“It puts MPs in a dreadful po- 
sition, open to blackmail from 
their agent or the party,” he 
added. 

Some MPs insist there is no 


£44 


problem because the money is 
spent legitimately on parlia- 




meotaty activities. Andrew R6- 
bathan, MP for Blahy, pays 
£200 a month to his parly as- 
sociation. • v •_ . 

“This goes towards secretar-, 

iai, rent and travel expenses be- 
cause they arrange all' iny 
surgeries and visits,’' he saidJ “lt- 
is all accepted by the Fees Of- 
fice.” .. 

But another former MP, who . 
paid over £4,000 a year to h» 
constituency association sakfc“I 
was very unhappy about it and 
not having to deal, with this 
dilemma was the only pleasant 

aspect about losing. 

“My association chairman 
was very nasty about it and in- 
sisted that Z paid the money 
over.** . 

He said there was pressure, 
both from Conservative Central 
Office and from local party ‘ 
chairmen to pay over money, 
even in cases where “no allow- 
able services were being pro- 
vided by the association” 

He added that one current 
MP paid more than £10,000 a 
year to his constituency associ- 
ation and another who paid 
£2,000 was a senior front- 
bencher. 

The former MP said that he 
made the association itemise the 
expenses carefully, but said: 
“It is really impossible to define 
how much of office . rent is 
dawn to constituency matters or 
party matters.” 

He said the Parliamentary 
Fees Office bad sympathised 
with MPs under pressure and 
bad co-operated m drawing up 
a standard agreement for con- 
tracts between MPS and their 
constituency associations. 

Indeed, a letter written in 
1991 by Paul Green, the then 
Legal Officer at Conservative 
Central Office, obtained by The 
Independent , says: “Quite a 
number of MPs do make a 
contribution from their secre- 
tarial allowances towards the 
costs of their local associations. 
The normal process by which an 
association can receive such fi- 
nancial help is by invoice to the 
Member for Constituency or 
Secretarial Services which is suf- 
ficient for the Fees Office to 
pay." 

The Commons Fees Office 
does not require any detailed in- 
voice from MPs because they 
have to sign a form confirming 
that the costs are being in- 
curred for constituency, rather 
than political, purposes,. and, as 
honourable Members, their 
word is naturally accepted 
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J- your council estate or on the bus with Mr Prescott), 
thrust this page in front of him and get him to read it. 

You see Tony, it can’t go on. You've come into power all 
keen to change everything, determined to throw out the 
old, tired ways of doing things. That’s why you opted for 
first names, lounge suits and kids’ parties at Number 10. 
That’s why you stopped the doling out of Commander of 
the British Empires to suburban Tory party fundraisers and 
jumble salesmen. And that is why you decided to tiy to 
take the bear-garden out of Prime Minister s Questions. 

So what will you do to save us from the travesty, the 
absurd waste of time, the charade of departmental 
questions? Do you know that many of us sat through an 
hour of Trade and Industry questions yesterday, and heard 
about four minutes of anything that even vaguely 
approached accountability? 

Granted, the Opposition didn't help. From the moment 
that Nigel Watcrson. the sleek member for Eastbourne, * 
stood up to intone Lhe pre-election litany about the social 
chapter, minimum wage and trades union rights (instead 
of asking a half-way decent question), we knew that the 
usual tedious politicking would have its place. (I exempt 
from this charge the leddy-boy coiffured MP for North 
Essex, Bernard Jenkin, who is developing a nice line in 
quick and pointed questions. Yesterday’s was: “Does the 
minister believe that business is paying too much in busi- 
ness rate? For once I wanted Lo know the answer.) 

But consider. Tony, the case of John GunnelL Mr 
Gunnell is a man whose rock-cake features rarely register 
the turmoil of the battle of ideas. Yet the member for • 
Money and Rothwcll was once a local government big 
cheese who ran the whole of West Yorkshire; now he asks 
tame questions in a voice like porridge being strained 
through a hiking sock. Yesterday the question bit of his ' 
peroration went like this: “Isn’t it good that we have a 
Labour government?" No. really. And what was the 
purpose of this? To share a unique insight with any 
astonished colleagues who may have been on 
parliamentary delegations to other solar systems? Or 

simply to remind himself that he was still alive? . 

How about Mike Gapes, the florid soprano from Ilford, 
who forgot to append a question-mark of any kind to his 
intervention and simply told the Government that he . . 
wished to thank it on tichalf of his constituents. Couldn't 
he write a letter? Or was it to ensure his place on page 6 
of the Ilford Recorder , opposite “cockroaches found in 
curry house"? 

Let us be charitable and assume that - temporarily - 
natural enthusiasm drove out the tiring duty of bolding . 
lhe executive properly accountable. But Tbny, what about 
ihe ministers — your ministers? Do they have lo engage hi 
the same preposterous “my honourable friend is quite 
right" to every Labour query, and “I am astonished that ' 
the honourable gentleman should have the gall ..." tb 
every Tory one? And when they do not know the answer, 
why can they not just say so? /_ 

Perhaps, Tony, this daftness explains why, of the the 36 ■ 
questions tabled, only two were from women MBs. And 
why only two women backbenchers spoke during *e 
entire hour. Establishing the new order is hard work; and 
slipping back la the old one is so very easy. Thank you for 
1 istening. and I hope you will enjoy the rest Of the flight. 
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Redwood says 
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CoBn Brawn 
ffld Anthony Bevins 

John Redwood raised the pace 
w the Tory leadership election 
raunpaign by warning Kenneth 
Uaike he would not be able to 
serve m a Redwood cabinet 
unless he toed the line, by 
^Wosing the European single 

As nominations closed with 
{^candidates in the race. Mr 
Leawood said he would stop the 
«vil war in the Tory party by im- 
posing a dear policy to rule out 
British entry into the single 
currency. 

“if they wish to be in the 
{shadow Cabinet, and I think 
jven should be in the Shadow 
Cabinet, then they will be re- 
quired to slick to the Shadow 
Cabinet line. 

. “I say it must be settled now 
in this leadership election. The 
party must make up its mind in 
a few days* time. If Ken and oth- 
ers say that keeping up a cam- 
paign for a single currency of 
some sort is more important 
than being in the Shadow Cab- 
inet, I will respect that position." 

Mr Redwood said his dear 
rejection of a single currency 
was the only way to stop the 
Tory party having “all the charm 


of a Balkan battlefield". But his 
critics said it would deepen the 
splits in the party. 

Mr Clarke scamp are hoping 
to take more than SO votes in 
the the first ballot next Tuesday 
and there has been continued 
speculation that some could 
leave the party if it swung de- 
cisively towards Euro-scepti- 
cism. 

Mr Redwood's move to turn 
the leadership election into a 
ballot on the European policy 
was intended to outflank the 
other right-win^ candidates. 
'William Hague issued a glossy 
brochure which did not mention 
the issue. 

In the jockeying for position, 
Mr Hague claimed more sup- 
port among the new intake, 
including the former Asda boss, 
Archie Norman. Michael 
Howard recruited David Faber, 
one of the backers of Stephen 
Dorrell who dropped out in 
favour of Mr Clarke- 

Some of Mr Hague’s sup- 
porters, who might have been 
thought to have been natural 
Clarke backers, were saying 
yesterday that the former Chan- 
cellor could not unite the par- 
ty. which is why they had opted 
for Mr Hague. It was also be- 
ing said aL Westminster by 
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servative MPs from those Bats, and 
while some might be mistaken - 
particularly with MPa wanting to 
consult their local parties before 
casting their votes on Tuesday - 
they could provide a rough indi- 
cation of the way In which the first- 
round voting might be weighted. 

The closeness of Clarke, Hague 
and Howard Is marked,' but Lffley 
cannot yet be discounted - unless 
Howard beats him to become ihe 
lead right-winger Ibthe first-round 
ballot. Bot -wtth mote -'.than 40 
votes uncommitted, the result 
could swing any way in what MPs 
acknowledge Is a “tottery"- 

KEN CLARKE: 

David Curry Qofnt campaign 
manager); Michael Jack (joint 
campaign manager); with sup- 
port declared by: Michael 
Mates, John Gummer, and Ian 
Taylor. 

Possible supporters Include: 
Tony Baldry, Banbury; Virginia 
Bottomley, SW Surrey; Peter 
Brooke, Cities of London and 
Westminster; Quentin Davies, 
Grantham and Stamford; Stephen 
Dorrell, Chamwood; Sir Peter 
Emery, E Devon; Michael Fabri- 
cate, Lichfield: Sir Norman Fowler, 
Sutton Coldfield; Edward Gamier, 
Harborough; Sr Wan Haselhurst, 
Saffron Walden; Sir Edward Heath, 
QM Bexley and Sidcup; Michael 
Heseftine, Henley; Douglas Hogg, 
Sleaford and North Hykeham; 
Robert Jackson, Wantage; Sr Ge- 
offrey Johnson Smith. Wtealden; 
Tbm King, Bridgwater; Sir Peter 
Lloyd, Fareham; John MacGregor, 
S Norfolk; Sir David Mack* SW 
Bedfordshire; Richard Ottaway, 
Croydon S; Andrew Rowe, Faver- 

sham and Mid Kent; Peter Tempte- 

Moms, LeomWster; Robert Wrist 
N Dorset; Sir Ray Whitney, 

Wycombe; Shaun Woodward, Wit- 
ney; and Sir George Young, NW 
Hampshire. 

(total 32) 

WILLIAM HAGUE 

James Arbuthnot (campaign 
manager). Alan Duncan, Nigel 

Evans; James Palce; .T 1 ™ 
Yeo; Roger Gale; Nick 
Hawkins; Humfrey Malms. 

Possible supporters: 

Michael Ancram, Devizes.Pete r 
£Xy. Worthing VUBnBm. 
South Dorset J 311 )? 8 aa PPf”” ¥ 
Hertsmere; 

sssswS"** jute 

KrkbrSe. Bromsgrove; Tim 

S^Mon-EWorthi^andSI^; 

!? rt S^ruAvon: Malcolm Moss, 

PiMssssa 
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Mid Bedfordshire; Sir Peter 
Tapsefl, Louth and Homcastie. 
(Total 27) 

MICHAEL HOWARD 

Sir Michael Spicer (campaign 
manager); Tim Collins; David 
Davis; David Maclean; Liam 
Fox; Oliver Heald; David Lid- 
ington; Patrick NIcholls; 
Francis Maude; James Cran; 
Christopher Chope; Andrew 
Lansley; Christopher Fraser. 
Possible supporters: 

Sir Richard Body, Boston and 
Skegness; Simon Bums, W 
Chelmsford; Alan Clark, Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea; David Faber, 
Westbury; Teresa Gorman, BQfer- 
Icay; John Greenway, Ryedate; 
Phfflp Hammond, Runnymede and 
.Weybrtdge; Eleanor Lalng r Ep- 
ping Forest; Edward Leigh, Gains- 
borough; Theresa May, 
Maidenhead; Owen Paterson, N 
Shropshire; Desmond Swayne, 
New Forest W; John Taylor, Sofi- 
huft Sir Teddy Taytoi; Rochford and 
Southend E; David Tredinnick, 
Bosworth. Nicholas Winterton, 
Macclesfield. 

(Total 30) 

PETER ULLEY 

Eric Forth (campaign manager); 
Gillian Shephard; David Wil- 
letts; Sir Patrick Cormack; 
John Whitting dale; 0a\rjd 
Amess; Bernard Jenkin; Nigel 
Waterson; Gerald Howartfi; 
Andrew Tyrie; Nick Gibb; 
John Bercow. 

Possible supporters: Michael 
Colvin, Ramsey; Piers Merchant, 
Beckenham; Robert Syms, Poole; 
Ann Widdecombe, Maidstone and 
the W6ald; Ann Winterton, Con- 
gleton. 

(Total 18) 

JOHN REDWOOD 

lain Duncan Smith (campaign 
manager); Angela Browning; 
Marion Roe; Andrew Hunter; 
Julian Brazier; David 
Wlishire; John Wilkinson; Ju- 
lian Lewis; Oliver Letwin; 
Howard Flight; Laurence 
Robertson. 

(total 12) 

Unidentified: 

Peter Ainsworth, E Surrey; David 
Atkinson, Bournemouth E; Peter 
ABdnson, Hexham; Sr Paul Iteres- 
ford, Mole IfaUey; Crispin Blunt, 
Retoate; Tim Boswell, Daventry; 
Graham Brady, Attrincham and 
gale W; John Butterfill, 
Bournemouth W; Wfflarn Cash, 
Stone; Sir Sydney Chapman, Chip- 
ping Barnet; Michael Clark, 
Rayleigh; Stephen Day. Cheadle; 
Michael Fallon, Seven oaks; 
Christopher GIB, Ludlow; AJtetalr 
Goodlad, Etkfisbury; James Gray, 
N Wiltshire; Damian Green, Ash- 
ford; Dominic Grieve, Beacons- 
fleld: Sir Archte Hamilton, Epsom 
and Ewan; John Hayes, S Holland 
and the Deepfngs; John Horam. 
Orpington: Robert Key, Salisbury; 
Hjchaei Lord, Central 
Nloswich; Peter Luf& MW Woroes- 

Brian Mawhmney, NW Cam- 
bridgeshire; Anne 

ofY^ArK^ewMackay.Bradto^, 

Patrick McLoughHn, W 
Andrew Robathan, Blaby; David 
Sufflev Bury St Edmunds; 

Shepherd, Aldridge- 
KSn« KeHh Simpson, MW 
Norfolk; Nicholas Soames, Mid 
Sussex; Caroline Speima^Jt 
den; Richard SpnnftWSuMq 
uirkStAubyn, Guldfont Sir jonn 

&SSKKKJ 

Devon; John Townend, E 

Mk^Trana 

Peter Vigga^ Gosport O^ 

Wafole, Bexhfiland^^Bowen 

Wais, Hertford and Stortford. 

(Total 45) 




Clarke supporters Lhat Mr 
Garke would gain a consider- 
able pusli from the results of the 
constituency ballot. 

On the tight, the contest is 
still close between Mr Howard 
and Mr Ulley but Howard's sup- 
porter were saying they had 
made strong advances. Mr Red- 
wood’s supporters admitted Mr 
Howard’s votes were holding up 
better than they had hoped. 

However, Mr Hague dis- 
tanced himself from Mr Clarke 
with proposers and sponsors 
from the righL With no outright 
winner expected next week, the 
outcome will depend on how 
the second preference votes 
break down m the second bal- 
lot on 17 June. 



Harriet Harman, Secretary of State for Social Security, meeting pensioners at Southwark Town Hall yesterday. She vowed to bring In pension 
sharing for divorcing couples, ending the system whereby a divorcee can claim only a share of an ex-spouse s pension Phntntfranh- Philirt Mooch 


‘ Photograph: Philip Meech 



Turn right out of the bedroom, down the landing, 
past the bathroom, left into the spare room. 

Isrft that a more attractive commute into work? 

Research shows that working at home can be 
40% more productive than working at the office. 

Of course, it's not something most of us can 
do every day, but BT are trying to help make it 
something all of us can do some days. 


A simple BT fax costs less than £200 and It is 
enough to make basic home working possibles 
' BT can also supply the lines and software for 
a more comprehensive connection, linking your 
home PC to the office network. 

Once you’re on line, the Internet places a 
phenomena! amount of information at your finger- 
tips for the price of a phone call. 


Homeworking is here now, it’s affordable and 
BT can supply everything you need to be part of ft. 

. For a guide to what communications technology 
can do for you Fr eefbneOSOO 800 800. 



my we work? 
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As it was... Children playing football on a field In Beddington, near Croydon, in 1980 


Before and 
after: just 
one of the 
1,250 playing 
fields that 
have vanished 
beneath 
concrete 
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And now... A housing estate encroaches on the greenery Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


Ian Burrell 

They are the lungs of Lhe inner cities 
and the focal point of village life. But 
a report revealing the mass trans- 
format ion of Britain's playing fields 
into building sites and housing estates 
yesterday prompted warnings for the 
health of future generations. 

Ministers are urgently preparing 
measures to stop further sales of play- 
ing fields, as it emerged that more 
than 1.250 sites have been sold or 
offered to developers for housing and 
other building projects. 


An unpublished report by the 
Central Council for Physical Recre- 
ation reveals the extent to which 
schools, local authorities, health 
trusts, railways and private compa- 
nies have raised cash by selling off 
their sports grounds. 

The report reveals that in the last 
12 years, 1,272 playing fields have 
been developed or face development 
A staggering 25 1 sites have been pro- 
posed for sale in the last eight 
months since a requirement to con- 
sult the Sports Council about 
prospective sales was introduced. 


David Blunkett, the Secretary of 
State for Education, and Chris 
Smith, Secretary of State for National 
Heritage, are preparing measures to 
reverse the trend “as a matter of ur- 
gency”. 

Restrictions will probably be in- 
troduced to make further sales of 
sports fields possible only when 
there is no local support for their re- 
tention. Nigel Hook, technical ser- 
vices director of the CCPR, said 
many primary school playing fields 
of less than one acre had been sold 
without notification and were not in- 


cluded in Lhe figures. “It’s a disgrace. 
The legislation encourages local au- 
thorities to sell off playing fields 
which could be used by young peo- 
ple. No wonder youth sports devel- 
opment is withering on the vine,” he 
said. 

The Labour peer Lord Dorm and 
of Easington has been lobbying gov- 
ernment ministers to do something 
to stop the sell-off. 

“It is absolutely scandalous,” he 
said. ‘The practice of selling off the 
playing fields has not just been pro- 
moted but actively encouraged by the 


previous government.” He said new 
legislation was needed to ensure sales 
could not go ahead without govern- 
ment approval. “If it is left to the lo- 
cal authorities, some of them would 
be more interested in the money.” 

Among the sites threatened by de- 
velopers is the former sports field of 
the Foster’s Boys Grammar School 
in Sberboume. Dorset. Plans by 
Dorset County Council to turn the 
nine-acre site into an estate of 107 
homes have infuriated local people. 

Doug Hoskins, leader of the 
“Fight for Raster's Field" campaign. 


said it was the only green site left in 
the town for informal recreation. “W 2 
want it to be like an old-style park 
for everybody from eight to eighty,” 
he said. “In the last IS months, 52 
houses have been given planning 
permission around the perimeter of 
the field. They are crowding in hous- 
es everywhere they can." 

In Shropshire, campaigners are 
angry at plans ty the West Midlands 
Regional Health Authority to build 
bouses on land alongside the Royal 
Shrewsbury hospital which was once 
a sports field for hospital employees. 


The rush to sell off playing Gelds 
began with the Department of Ed- 
ucation's Circular 909 introduced in 
1981. Despite a succession of promis- 
es by ministers to reverse the trend, 
Lhe sales have continued. 

Don Earley, deputy director of the 
National Playing Helds Associa- 
tion, called for new laws to give sports 
grounds the same protection mom 
development given to green belt land 
“In fitness terms, you end up as a less 
healthy nation,” he said, “and Britain 
will have less chance of producing 
outstanding performers. ” 


Grobbelaar retrial told of goalkeepers’ crucial role 


Michael Streeter 

The former Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar 
received £10,000 as “corrupt re- 
ward” for taking part in a con- 
spiracy with fellow-professional 
John Fashanu to fix Premier 
League football matches, a 
court was told yesterday. 

Mr Grobbelaar and Mr 
Fashanu. together with the for- 
mer Wimbledon goalkeeper 


Hans Segers and Malaysian 
businessman Heng Suan Lim, 
are being re-tried on corruption 
charges at Winchester Crown 
Court after a jury failed to 
reach a verdict in a seven-week 
hearing earlier this year. 

Outlining the case to the 
new jury of six men and six 
women, David Calvert Smith 
QC, for the prosecution, said 
the two goalkeepers had been 
recruited try a Far Eastern syn- 


dicate to influence the results of 
matches on which they were bet- 
ting. Mr Lim. known as 
Richard, was the syndicate's 
representative in London and 
Mr Fashanu. former Wimble- 
don player and Gladiators pre- 
senter. was the "middleman" 
who later tried to take over di- 
rect dealing with the syndicate 
himself, said Mr Calvert Smith. 

The conspiracy involved Mr 
Grobbelaar, now with Plymouth 


Argyle, receiving large sums of 
money for agreeing to influence 
matches in which he played for 
Liverpool and later Southamp- 
ton. Mr Calvert Smith said 
the intention was “that Grobbe- 
laar would do what be could on 
the pitch to influence the results 
of games in order that the syn- 
dicate could more safely bet on 
their result”. 

While it was obvious that no 
one player could alone guar- 


antee the result of a match, a 
goalkeeper was the Last line of 
defence, someone who could 
make genuine mistakes as well 
as brilliant saves and was the sin- 
gle most important player for a 
syndicate to recruit, he said. 

The prosecution accepted 
that Mr Grobbelaar’s own and 
competitive instincts on the 
field may have frustrated the 
syndicate’s aims. But if a con- 
spiracy did exist, said Mr 


Calvert Smith, then “it does not 
matter whether the actual result 
of the match owed everything, 
little or nothing to the assistance 
of the corrupt player". 

The £40,000 paid to Mr 
Grobbelaar followed a match 
between Liverpool and New- 
castle in November 1993 and 
the money was paid to him at 
an address used by Mr Fashanu. 

Mr Segers was involved in a 
similar parallel conspiracy with 


Mr Lim and Mr Fish an u and re- 
ceived up to £100,000, said Mr 
Calvert Smith. The defendant 
had told a “pack of lies” to po- 
lice that the money came from 
car crime when he was a young 
man in the Netherlands, and 
had told further lies at Lhe first 
trial by claiming the cash in fact 
came from his Dutch associate 
in a tie-manufacturing busi- 
ness. The prosecution would call 
the associate - AJphonsus 


Tbuys-as a witness who would 
state that he “never paid Mr 
Segers a penny in cash”. 

Mr Grobbelaar, Mr Fashanu 
and Mr Lim deny conspiring to 
give or receive money to fix 
matches. Mr Fhshanu, Mr Lim 
and Mr Segers deny a simil ar 
charge. Mr Grobbelaar denies 
a separate charge of receiving 
£2,000 connected to alleged 
match-fixing. 

The case continues. 




A really STUNNING all summer long 




standard return car +5 


for travel between 7 7th June & 30th September 



. GETACOPYOF nVa J / J J.Vl 

* TOMORROW AND THE 

n*S SUNDAY. 


m AN SUNDAY 

Mirror 


We're just bursting to tell you about the best 
ever standard return offer to France. If you're 
holidaying on the Continent, this is the deal of 
a lifetime. In The Mirror tomorrow and the 
Sunday Mirror. Don’t miss it. 
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news 


Straw curbs migrants’ bogus advisers 




huge upsurge in ihe number of 
— people, many of whom have no 

£ clampdown on hundrpH* t Jualificaiiuns, selling ihem- 
bogus immigration arivio^ up as pakMor consultants, 

who dupe vuJncrable neon! ™ Ther ^ have been cases in which 

of thousands of poimds°ki’rt lUl FfSf have P^d as much as 

lynched by lhe P S’mJ,®?f «U00to£5/»0 for “advice” on 
it was revealed vesterrf^ 601, lssue ? such as visas, work and 
The Home Office k ttaxna SP^ much of which is 

e d to introduce a 1 U™ wrong or fraudulent. 

! err » and I S ?? ^ck Straw, the Home See 
1 ^ectorat e to nrevemfi.HiS. n re lf& ^ **&&& “These so 
abuses. The movp fnii^ F* ,ted ■**» arc making a 
move follows a kfflmgoulofpiusiirgbogmtp. 


plications." He also announced 
the scrapping of the much crit- 
icised "primary purpose" im- 
migration rule that has barred 
entry to thousands of people 
married to British citizens. 

The rule requires foreigners 
married to British citizens to 
prove that it is not the primary 
purpose of the marriage to 
gain entrance to Britain. The 
change will result in up to 1.0UU 
people awaiting appeals being 
granted immediate entrance to 


Britain and an estimated further 
5iJ0 who fall foul of the rule 
every year being allowed in. 

On the question of immi- 
gration advisers, Mr Straw said 
that among the measures like- 
ly to he introduced are the in- 
troduction of licensing or a 
register to ensure that only 
qualified and approved people 
offered assistance. An inspec- 
torate may also be created to 
police the system. 

Claude Moraes. director of 


the Joint Council for the Wel- 
fare of Immigrants, an organi- 
sation which is approved by the 
Law Society, said there w-cre 
hundreds of bogus advisers in 
every inner-city area. 

Their charges ranged from a 
few hundred pounds to sever- 
al thousand, and they often 
gave incorrect advice or 
charged for filling in standard 
forms and making unnecessary 
telephone calls. 

He said: “These people are 


taking huge amounts of money 
from vulnerable people* They 
know there's a massive market 
and money to be made. A con- 
sultant can set themselves up 
overnight and do not need any 
qualifications or training.” 

Mr Moraes added that he 
welcomed the decision to aban- 
don the primary purpose rule. 

Under the changes an- 
nounced by Mr Straw, spouses 
applying to live in the UK with 
nr British husband or wife will 


no longer have to prove that it 
their main purpose is not the 
gaining of access to this coun- 
try. Mr Straw said: “This per- 
nicious rule has penalised 
genuine marriages, divided fam- 
ilies and unnecessarily increased 
the admmistiative burden on the 
immigration system." 

Applicants will still have to 
show that the marriage is gen- 
uine. dial both parlies have met, 
and that the couple are finan- 
cially self-sufficient. They will 


also be a war’s probationary pe- 
riod. J r 


The Home Office is also 
looking at ways of making the 
immigration system fairer for 
people wanting to visit Britain 

for Weddines a nr! funeral 


■weddings and funeral. 

In a further development, 
the Home Office plans to tight- 
en up the issue of birth certifi- 
cates after a number of cases in 
which criminals have fraudu- 
lently used them to assume a 
false idemitv. 


Boardroom I Dame Nine tt e > queen of the Royal Ballet, still leads the dance at 99 


cowboys to 
be targeted 


Kathy Maries 


Cowboy directors whose com- 
panies fail through dishonesty 
* lr negligence - leaving cus- 
tomers financially devastated - 
are to be targeted in a new 
crackdown. Nigel Griffiths, the 
consumer affairs minister, an- 
nounced yesterday . 

Mr Griffiths was presenting 
the annual report of the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try s Insolvency Service, which 
shows that 1/140 directors were 
disqualified by the courts in the 
last financial year, a rise of 
43 per cent on the 727 directors 
banned in the previous year. 

Mr Griffiths said there would 
be no respite under the new gov- 
ernment for unscrupulous busi- 
ness people. 

M want to spell out to the 
cowboys that Labour is going to 
be even tougher on them in fu- 
ture." he said. 

“My message to people who 
are ripping off consumers is that 
there is no place for you in 
British business." 

. He added that be planned to 
"name and shame" rogue di- 
rector* who had been disqual- 
ified. in the hope that publicity 
about their actions would deter 
other fly-by-nights. 

DU officials say that areas of 
business in which companies 
most frequently collapse in- 
clude the building trade, 


men. car mechanics and cloth- 


ing companies. Among exam- 
ples given by the department 
yesterday was that of Sharman 
Communications, a travel 
agency and tour operator that 
went into voluntary liquidation 
in July 1994, after only four 
months of trading. 

The company, which ran up 
debts of £409,000. had adver- 
tised cheap summer flights in 
newspaper travel sections. 

Most of its 700 customers had 
yet to lake the holidays and lost 
their deposits. The two directors 
were disqualified in the High 
Court from holding other di- 
rectorships for 12 years. 

The Insolvency Service, 
which investigates failed com- 
panies with a view to bringing 
disqualification proceedings in 
the courts, took action against 
1.430 directors last year, com- 
pared to 1,395 the previous 
year. 

Directors can be banned for 
between 2 and 15 years for un- 
fit conduct. 

Mr Griffiths said consumers 
were particularly vulnerable 
when directors of an insolvent 
company continued trading or 
when a “phoenix” company 
rose from the ashes of a failed 
one. using its assets. 

“We want the Insolvency 
Service to be very much focused 
on protecting consumers and 
other creditors, and not in any 
way to be defending the rights 
of ‘unscrupulous 'traders and 
business people,” he said. 



A dance to the music of time: Dame Ninette de Valois, dancer, teacher and choreographer, at rehearsals in Covent Garden, where she was principal dancer at the Royal Opera House 
in 1919; in 1931 she founded the company which was to become the Royal BaUet Affectionately known as ‘Madame', she celebrates her 99th birthday today Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 


A Merchant Investors pension is an easy, 
convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions 
without charge. 

Pav no commission when 

you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother you. 
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Merchant Investors 

Assurance 


Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz- one of Europe’s largest insurers. 
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CALL NOW ON 
for 0 a°brochure 



Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance 
Company limi ted. Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2UZ 
MR / MRS / MISS /MS (please drdc as appropriate) 


INITIALS 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


: I ■ 


POSTCODE 


Are you EMPLOYED or SELP EMPLOYED ? (please rinde) 


If EMPLOYED, are you in your company pension scheme ? 

VPS nr NO ( please cirde) iKDfr W? 





2. 


A* 


3. 




4. 

5. 


Standard Cover comes with a unique £25 no call out discount. If you 
don’t call us out during your membership year you’ll save £25 when you 
renew your cover at the same level. 

You can benefit from Standard Cover’s comprehensive protection in the 
UK as the driver or passenger in any car. 

We have invested nearly £40 million in new technology since January 
1996. This will help reduce our already impressive average call out time of 
40 minutes even further. 

This technology also helps us repair 82% of breakdowns on the spot. 

if, however, we can't fix your car at the roadside, we’ll take you, your car 
and up to four passengers to any mainland UK destination. 
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With Standard Cover you can even call a patrol out to your home in the 
event of a breakdown. 


7. 


8. 


Optional extras covering other members of your household, and travel in 
Europe are available. 

You can pay for Standard Cover by credit, debit or charge card, or by 
Direct Debit instalments. 


Standard Cover with our exclusive £25 no call out discount is available 
by calling us on the number below, quoting IND014 or by completing 
and returning the coupon. 



0800 029 029 
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www.rac.co.uk 


Free RAC UK 
road atlas 
when you join.- 
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Holbrooke offers hope 


to divided Cyprus 


David Usbome 

New York 


They may be oniy a faint glim- 
mer on the Mediterranean 
ocean, but the prospects for a 
settlement of the Cyprus con- 
flict seemed brighter yesterday 
than at any time since the Turk- 
ish invasion and the division of 
the island 23 years ago. 

Stirring the excitement was 
news that Richard Holbrooke, 
the main architect of the 1995 
Dayton Accord that ended the 
Bosnian conflict, has agreed to 
act as President Bill Clinton's 
special envoy to Cyprus. His 
Bosnian experience bas left Mr 
Holbrooke with a reputation as 
a mediator extraordinaire. 

Mr Holbrooke enters the 
picture at a critical juncture. The 
United Nations will stage face- 
to-face talks in New York next 
month between the Greek 
Cypriot leader, Glafcos 
derides, and his Turkish Cypri- 



Holbrooke: Appointment 
welcomed by both sides 


ot counterpart, Rauf Denk- 
tash. It will be their first such 


meeting in over three years. 

Both sides yesterday wel- 
comed Che choice of Mr Hol- 
brooke. “With the appointment 
of Richard Holbrooke ... the 
United States is implementing 
its promises and reaffirms the 


importance it places on a solu- 
tion to the Cyprus problem," 
said a spokesman for the Greek 
Cypriot government 

Mr Denktash also described 
the appointment as a “positive 
step”. He also cautioned, how- 
ever “We hope he will quickly 
understand the realities of the 
Cyprus problem.” 

Since he resigned from gov- 
ernment service IS months ago, 
Mr Holbrooke has been work- 
ing at a New York investment 
bank. He has agreed to take out 
one week a month to concen- 
trate on the Cyprus issue and to 
do it without pay. He will work 
alongside Britain's envoy to 
the island, Sir David Hannay. 

Ending the armed stand-off 
between the island's two halves 
was identified as a priority by 
Madeleine Albright when' she 
became the US Secretary of 
State. The process is also being 
driven by European Union 
plans to begin discussions next 


year on eventual EU member- 
ship for Cyprus. 

The Greek Cypriot Foreign 
Minster, Ioannis Kasoulides, is 
meanwhile due in Washington 
today for talks with Ms AIbngfaL 
He is expected to present a 
package of proposals for the 
gradual demilitarisation of the 
island. 

Mr Holbrooke, 55, told the 
New York Times that Cyprus, 
“along with Bosnia, is the great 
unresolved flashpoint in Eu- 
rope”. He also underlined the 
importance of settling the 
Cyprus conundrum as a means 
to easing friction between 
Turkey and Greece, both mem- 
bers of Nato. 

“Tensions between them gen- 
erally have been rising since the 
restraints of the cold war were 
removed. So it’s absolutely nec- 
essary for Europe, the United 
States and the United Nations 
to try to settle this issue," Mr 
Holbrooke said. 



A fireman sitting on a bumt-out wrack outside the HQ of the motorcycle gang Ban didos in Drammen, near Oslo, after a 
bomb exploded outside the building yesterday; at least one person died in the latest attack by a rival gang Photograph: AFP 
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It’s the easiest time ever to buy a new 
Megane - or any other Renault*. Because now, 
depending on which model you’re looking 
at, you’ll have up to six superb Renault 
Freeways finance offers to choose from. 
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Drive away the Renault of your choice 
for a 50% deposit - then pay the balance in 
12 monthly instalments. The interest rate? 
A big, friendly 0% + . 
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Cash Price (Inc. 
on tha read costs}* 


£11. 43X00 


£5,710.00 


Monthly 

Remanents 











Get behind the wheel for a deposit of 
just 30%. Then repay the remainder at low 
interest over a leisurely 24 months*. 













Pa>’ a rock-bottom deposit of just £99 
on any Renault. You’ll have no less chan 48 
months to pay the difference*. 
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Take off in your Renault for a 50% 
down-payment. Then give yourself an 
undemanding 24 months to repay the 
balance at 0% interest*. 
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TYPICAL EXMV>L£ 
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£12.430.00 

DqxaA 

£5.710.00 

Matty 

Remne'ib 

£237.92 

«24 
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Cl 1.420.00 
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Once again a 50% deposit secures the 
keys, and again the repayments are interest- 
free. But this way you have even longer to 
pay - a whopping 3 6 months*. 


(YES, IT S THAT EASY TO 
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BUYING A NEW RENAULT HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY. 
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Bomb explodes as 
Algerians go to polls 


Millions of Algerians, weary of bloodshed, turned out 
yesterday to vote in their first parliamentary election in 
more than five years of violence - blamed by officials on 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

Many said they were seeking peace through the ballot 
box. Even as they voted an Islam-oriented party 
contesting the poll said a bomb had seriously wounded 
two local election observers in a car near Djelfa in central 
Algiers. Voting started slowly but by mid-afternoon, 
according to the Interior Ministry, 41.78 per cent, or 
nearly 7 million of the 16.S million electorate, had cast 
their ballots. Reuters - Algers 


Ex-Socialist chief sentenced 


A French court gave a former leader of the ruling Socialist 
Party, Henri Emmanuelli, an 18-month suspended sentence 
yesterday for illicit parly fund-raising activities. The court . 
announced the sentence hours after the cabinet of Socialist 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin took office following the left's 
victory in France’s parliamentary election on Sundav. 

The verdict, due a week ago, had been postponed to 
avoid interfering with the campaign. 

The Lyons court said Emmanuelli, who was re-elected to 
the National Assembly on Sunday, had made no personal 
profit from the financing scheme. Reuters - Lyons 


CIA double-agent gets 23 years 


Confessed CIA double-agent Harold Nicholson was 
sentenced to 23 years and seven months in prison for spying 
for Russia. Nicholson, 46, pleaded guilty on 3 March to * 
selling national security secrets to Moscow for more than 


two years. He was the highest-ranking officer of the Central 
Intelligence Agency ever convicted of spying. 


Intelligence Agency ever convicted of spying. 

Reuters - Alexandria, Virginia 


New Nato assembly chief 


Nato’s parliamentary arm, the North Atlantic Assembly 
(NAA), has appointed Simon Lunn, a 55-year-old British 
man, as the organisation's new secretaiy-generaL 
The NAA said Mr Lunn - a former aide of the former Nato 
Secretary General Lord Carrington - would take up his 
duties immediately. He replaces Peter Corterier, a former 
German foreign minister, who retired last November. 

Reuters - Brussels 
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King Hussein admits war error 

King Hussein of Jordan said yesterday that joining other 
Arab nations in the 1967 war with Israel was a major 
blunder of his reign. 

“In reality, it was probably our duty to tty to prevent " 
this country from being pan of that battle,” King Hussein 
said in a nationally broadcast speech on the 30th 
anniversary of the Six-Day War. 

Although he has alluded to it in the past, this is the firs t 
time King Hussein has so candidly admitted his mistake in 
recent memory. AP - Amman 


all you need to know. 
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no further worries,, 


► NO MONTHLY BILLS EVER 

► NO CONTRACT 

► NO CONNECTION CHARGES 

► JUST BUY THE RACER 


The Mini Call Pager 
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international 


Socialist congress: Prime Minister 


to call for labour flexibility 


Modernise or die, 

vi • . « ’ 


Blair tells partners 


Malmo 


T ony siai fmmo^ stafa. OM1 

a powerful claim to lead a Eu- 
S ? 31 ^ on So- 

Speaking at the Congress of 
fw5 P ? n . Socialists, in the 
ffl? dlS *u W 0f Malmo. Mr 
to jSmTh cbalieoge his partners 
*?* “ suuisr policies 
of the old left or risk losing the 
tn ® of European citizeS 
^ He will tell other leaders: 

in„ ,i^ k *? not lo 8° on fighl- 
ng old battles but to show that 
there is a third way. A way of 
labour market flexibility and se- 
curity in a world of change.'’ 

He will warn: “We have no 
more divine right to govern than 
the parties we oppose." 

The Prime Minister will alsn 
speak bluntly to fellow Euro- 
peans about his deep disillu- 


sionment with European poli- 
cy-making after just one month 
m office. In an attack which will 
shake several of the architects 
of the European Union still in 
power, Mr Blair will tell them 
institutions they were con- 
structing were “impossibly re- 
mote from the people". 

The criticism comes as EU 
heads of state finalise details for 
a new treaty on EU reform, to 
be signed in under two weeks 
in Amsterdam. 

Wim Kok, Prime Minister of 
the Netherlands, which holds the 
EU presidency, held out hope 


The Prime Ministers ad- 
dress will be viewed in some 
quarters of Continental Eu- 
rope as an unwarranted piece 
if lecturing by one of the 


yesterday that consensus on the 
peofU 


shape of the new treaty was now 
within reach. But Mr Blair will 
telJ the Socialists today: “We 
must stop talking about Euro- 
pean theology and start doing 
things from which real people 
see real benefits. 

“Am I satisfied with Europe? 
Frankly, no." 


Union's newest leaders. How- 
ever, riding high on a wave of 
popularity after his landslide vic- 
tory, Mr Blair's creden tials as 
"a winner” have won him seem- 
ingly boundless goodwill. 

Mr Blair clearly chose the So- 
cialist Congress as the moment 
to try to take the reins in Eu- 
rope at a time when a Socialist 
revival is being widely predict- 
ed. Lionel Jospin was swept to 
power as the new French So- 
cialist Prime Minister this week. 

Wary of much of the old 
Labour thinking still present in 
Mr Jospin's discourse, Mr Blair 
will take the chance to reject 
what he believes are “rigidities" 
and “inflexibilities" in favour of 
a Europe geared to “employa- 
bility and job flexibility". 


Much of the agenda match- 
es New Labour economic pol- 
icy at home. Mr Blair believes 
he is now in a position to sell his 
modernising message abroad, 
and trill attempt to persuade 
other Europeans that their own 
countries are already moving to- 
wards his radical approach. 

“Parties winch seize this op- 
portunity will be the parlies of 
the future," will be bis message. 

The Prime Minister is also ex- 
pected to admit that the previ- 
ous Conservative government 
were correct in advocating 
labour market flexibility and an 
end to employment red tape. He 
will tell the conference: “The 
right got a lot wrong, but they 
were right about the need for 
flexible labour markets. What 
they got wrong was the failure 
to equip people with skills to 
adapt to change and they refused 
to see the need for minimum 
standards in the workforce." 


Left looks to Europe’s future 


In a giant disused car plant on 
the edge of the moribund port, 
European Socialist leaders 
gathered yesterday at the 
Swedish city of Malmo to talk 
of revival, writes Sara Helm. 

Names of the past were sum- 
moned up for inspiration. 
Along the Olof Palme 'Way 
delegates gathered to debate 
“Socialism in the 21st century 
- with or without jobs?” 

In the nearby Franqois Mit- 
terrand room they spoke of 
“education, education, educa- 
tion". And nearby, close to a 
shrine to Willie Brandt, the del- 
egates discussed “What kind of 
Europe, large or strong?” 

Few at the 1997 Congress of 
the Party of European Social- 
ists were placing much frith in 
the past: they were p innin g 
their hopes of a Socialist rebirth 
on their new heroes, Tony Blair 
and Lionel Jospin. Effusive 
Swedish papers nailed a gath- 
ering of “kings of today”, re- 
calling a gathering of Scandin- 
avian kings in Malmo in 1914 to 
promole Nordic revival. 

Europe’s Socialists have wait- 
ed long for this moment The 
figures speak for themselves. 
Nine of the 15 European Union 
Prime Ministers are Socialists. 
Of 626 members of the Euro- 
pean Parliament, 214 are in the 
party of European Socialists, by 
far the largest single group. 
Even the Nato Secretary-Gen- 
eral, Javier Solan a, present in 
Malmo yesterday, is a Socialist. 
“For the first time we are real- 
ly in power,” declared the 
delegates. 


British MEPs lucking into 
their “new Socialist “-style pas- 
ta and bacon were relishing their 
sudden notoriety. “Only now do 
we realire bow much Britain was 
despised when the Tbries were 
in power. Now people want to 
listen to us,” said Alan Don- 
nelly, Labour MEP from Tyne 
and Wear. “It is exciting, a 



Jospin: Newest European 
Socialist leader 


watershed for Social Democrats 
in Europe." 

Nobody was in any doubt 
who had launched this revival. 
Mr Jospin may be the newest of 
Europe's Socialist leaders, but 
all expectations are pinned on 
Mr Blair. “Blair showed ordi- 
nary people that Socialism was 
not dead after all, even in the 
UK He showed us a Socialism 
that is not about the Commu- 
nism of years ago, but is for the 
21st century,” said Benny Wik- 
lund, a Swedish trade unionist 

Such Continental enthusi- 


asts were celebrating because 
they believe Mr Blair’s victory 
will swell support for Socialism 
in their countries, too. 

Sweden’s Prime Minister, 
Goran Persson, is facing new 
political challenges from the 
right The Germans expressed 
hope that their opposition So- 
cialist Party, the SPD, would 
ride the Blair wave. They were 
also celebrating on Britain’s 
behalf. “We are happy for you. 
too. You have escaped all those 
bad times. Your country was 
held up to us as an example of 
what happens when social val- 
ues are forgotten - the racism, 
the unemployment produced by 
Thatcher and the man, wfaat was 
his name? who followed him, " 
Mr Wiklund said. 

Whether Mr Blair could de- 
liver, nobody in Malmo could 
be sure. Outside, the price of 
failure loomed over the water 
in the shape of giant lifting gear 
not used since the port dosed, 
throwing 4,000 mil of work. The 
Scan die Conference Centre, 
where the Socialists were meet- 
ing. housed a Saab car plant un- 
til three years ago when it was 
dosed, with the loss of 2,000 
jobs. Playing in pop bands such 
as Eggstone and the Cardigans 
- famous Malmo names - is now 
the most popular employment 
among the young. 

Whether Europe's happy 
new Socialist family will be 
able to bury differences about 
revival was the unanswered 
question. Only this week 
Sweden announced it would not 
join monetary union. 


Ibday in his speech Mr 
Jospin is expected to to call for 
wide-ranging new measures to 
redistribute wealth, harking 
back to protectionist French So- 
cialism of old. New Labour's 
Tony Blair will want to promote 
flexible labour markets, dis- 
daining any new measures un- 
der Europe's Social Chapter. 

The delegates yesterday in- 
sisted Europe's Socialists have 
more to unite them than divide 
them. Vbters had “empowered” 
them to fight the arrogance of 
the elites. They said they had 
learned the lessons of the past 
Their slogan for the conference 
was “our responsibility - a new 
Europe." 



Paper rain: Leaflets fall onto ultra-orthodox Jews in Jerusalem yesterday praying for the 
end to excavations which they believe desecrate ancient Jewish graves Photograph: AFP 


Russia 
calls for 
ban on 
mines 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


Russia - one of the world's two 
biggest manufacturers of anti- 
personnel landmines - yester- 
day joined the growing wave of 
international pressure against 
the weapons by putting its 
weight behind demands for a 
global ban on them. 

Britain announced a total 
ban on landmines on 21 May, 
with the declared intention of 
taking a lead in their abolition, 
and experts yesterday thought 
this might have had an effect on 
Russia. 

Speaking at the Internation- 
al Conference on Disarmament 
in Geneva, die Russian Foreign 
Minister. Yevgeny Primakov-, 
also demanded a global ban on 
production of fissionable ma- 
terial for nuclear weaponsas a 
first step towards their global 
abolition. 

Russia is probably die world's 
biggest manufacturer of anti- 
ptramnel landmines, along with 
China. Landmines kill or maim 
20.000 a year and more than 100 
million mines are still in the 
ground The Red Cross, which 
led a campaign against land- 
mines. estimated that at current 
rates it would take 1,100 years 
to clear them all at a cost of 
$33hn. A global ban will not 
solve that problem, but it will 
help stop it getting worse. 

“In the case of Russia it's a 
bigger statement than any oth- 
er country,” said Lou McGrath 
of the UK Working Group on 
Land Mines. 

“It's quite a dramatic step - 
a serious turn-around." said 
Tim Carstairs. also of the UK 
Working Group. He said no- 
body knew whether the Rus- 
sians were still manufacturing 
anti-personnel mines or how 
many they had stockpiled, but 
stocks probably ran into tens of 
millions. 


IT'S EASY TO MOVE YOUR MORTGAGE. 

NO ARRANGEMENT FEE 
3% DISCOUNT IN FIRST YEAR 
NO VALUATION FEE 
NO LEGA L FEES 

MOVE TO WOOLWICH DIRECT. 


4.60% 14.7%*™) 


It-s easy to move your mortgage to Woolwich Direct. Wherever 
YOU are, at home or at work, just pick up the phone end we'll 
give you a quote instantly for our Fee Saver Plus Mortgage. 
There's a real saving compared with our standard vanable rate 
mortgage. So why not spend a few minutes finding out more 
about this excellent deal? Call us now quoting ref: IV66. 
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PLUS THIS WEEKEND 

BUY A TRITON SHOWER 
for only £349 INSTALLED 
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Buy any Dolphin fitted 
bathroom, and for a limited 


period, we'll pay the equivalent 
of the full amount of V.A.T. on 


everything you purchase. What’s 
more, you'll repay nothing until 
cM October 19971 From design and 


planning to installation, including plumbing, joinery, electrical work, 
plastering and tiling, it’s all included. Visit your local showroom today 
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Argentina backs off Falklands claim 


The Foreign 
minister tells 
Phil Davison 
his views of 
new Labour 


Buenos Aires — Argentinian Foreign 
Minister Guido di Telia has hinted 
that Argentina wants to shelve its 
claim to sovereignty over the Falk- 
land Islands and instead seek con- 
crete agreements on trade, tourism, 
communications and other contacts 
with the islands. 

“We are very flexible. Probably 
what you think" we want, we don't 
Maybe the things we want are the 
things you [Britain] will yield," he 
said. 

“We do not want to run the lives 
of the islanders. If an agreement is 
found. I imagine the islanders would 
hardly notice." 

Mr di Telia said he would suggest 
to the Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, that they establish regular 
meetings at the Foreign Secretary’s 
official residence at Chcvening or 
elsewhere. A meeting with Mr Cook 
had been scheduled for next week; 
but it has been postponed due to the 
Foreign Secretary's busy diary. 

The comments follow a meeting 
earlier this year between Mr di Tel- 
ia and Malcolm Rifkind, the then 
Foreign Secretary, where diplomat- 
ic sources say the idea of dropping 
the Argentinian claim was discussed, 
but .lid not come to fruition. 

“We had a very important meet- 
ing in Ch evening in January,’' the 
Foreign Minister said in his first in- 
terview with a British newspaper 
since Labour's victory. “But it was 
very near the election so we didn't 
have time to spell out the positive 
consequences of that meeting. It was 
too short a meeting. 1 think they un- 
derstood better our views and limi- 
tations. and vice versa. 

“I hope we will be invited again 
to Chevening. I had also suggested 
to Mr [Malcolm] Rifkind [the former 
Foreign Secretary] that we have 
week-long meetings on a beach on 
a beautiful Caribbean island." 

Contradicting recent Argentinian 
press reports, he said he did not fore- 
see a major shift in Falklands poli- 
cy by the Labour government and 
would not push Argentina's claim to 
sovereignty during his talks with Mr 
Cook. “My aspirations at the first 
meeting will be much more modest. 

“We are fully aware that no British 


Keep the flag flying: The 
Queen's birthday parade in 
Stanley- Falkand Islanders are 
resistant to the idea of 
contact with Argentina 

Photograph: Andrew Marshall 



government will ever take a sub- 
stantive decision on this issue with- 
out the approval of the 'danders. The 
islanders have acquired a de facto 
veto. It’s them we have to con- 
vinos'* of tbe benefits of contacts with 
Argentina. 

However, the islanders are high- 
ly resistant to the idea of contacts, 
and they will hold elections to their 
legislative council later this year. But 
diplomatic sources say that they do 
not rule out some pressure from the 
Government in London on the Falk- 
lands to ease the ban on contacts with 
Argentina. 

“I think we [Britain and Argenti- 
na] will reach a plateau relatively 
soon where we agree to disagree and 
we allow trade and communica- 


tions [between Argentina and the is- 
lands). 

“Britain invented this idea. You 
agree that disagreement exists and 
you shake hands. It’s a non se- 
quitur, its just not logical to think 
that because we want tourists to go 
back and forth that we are talking 
about the issue of sovereignty,” said 
Mr di Telia. 

Aides to the Foreign Minister, 
however, later noted that he is 
acutely aware of not embarrassing 
the Labour government or giving the 
conservative opposition ammuni- 
tion that could delay progress in ef- 
forts to reach a Falklands solution. 

Press reports earlier this year say- 
ing Argentina expected more flexi- 
bility from a Labour government 


backfired from Argentina's point of 
view and brought a tough rebuttal 
from Tony Blairs government, the 
aides said. 

“The change in government has 
meant no change whatsoever in 
policies. The only difference is that 
Labour has a majority of over 100 
in parliament.” Mr di Telia said. “In 
policies, we don't see any difference 
between the Conservative Party and 
the Labour Party. 

"Some people in ray country 
thought that a Labour government 
would be softer but they were think- 
ing of the old Labour. The new 
Labours policies are more similar to 
the Conservatives' than most people 
are aware. Kin nock's Labour may 
have made a difference but Mr 


Blair’s Labour party is more similar 
to Conservative policies.” 

When he met the then shadow 
Foreign Secretary earlier this year, 
Mr Cook “made it clear, on this 
[Falklands sovereignty] issue, he 
would not change British policy. I 
said all I hope is that you continue 
British policy. We advanced quite a 
bit with the Conservatives." 

The Foreign Minister said he 
hoped the Blair government would 
go ahead with John Major’s invita- 
tion for the Argentinian PrcsidenL 
Carlos Menem, to visit Britain offi- 
cially for the first time, hopefully next 
year. “President Menem has visited 
every important country in the world 
except Britain." he said. 

He also pressed for progress on 


the Falklands issue before 1999, 
when Mr Menem - barred from run- 
ning again - will band over to a new 
president. “There probably will be 
a continuation of the same policy but, 
if anything, the (Aq^ntinian) line will 
be harder,” he warned. 

Mr di Telia described the new 
British Foreign Secretary as “very 
sharp, very intelligent, he goes very 
quickly to the point. I've met him 
twice before, the last time a month- 
and-a-half before the elections." 

Mr di Telia, known for his so-called 
“Charm Offensive" of sending 
Christmas cards and other mes- 
sages to the Falklanders. is consid- 
ered aloof and arrogant even by 
Argentinians. He refused to accept 
that the Falkland Islanders can't 


stand him -“they're under peer pres- 
sure to say they dislike me but even- 
tually they'll come to appreciate 
me” - and suggested the Union flag 
meant less to Britons or Falklanders 
than his own flag does to Argen- 
tinians. 

He would not be drawn on Mr 
Mencm's past remarks that the Ar- 
gentinian flag would fly over the Falk- 
lands, even if alongside the Union 
flag, by 2000. 

“This matter of flags. You can go 
in London and buy panties with the 
Union Jack. If you do that here with 
ours, you go to prison for lack of re- 
spect," he said, appearing to imply 
that seeing his flag over the islands 
would be more symbolic than 
significant 

Mr di Telia. Foreign Minister for 
the past six years, compared the lack 
of communication between Ar- 
gentina and the islands with the sit- 
uation between the Koreas or 
between Taiwan and China. “This po- 
sition. unfortunately, doesn’t give the 
islanders a good image. In a world 
where everybody wants to talk to 
everybody else, some people don’t 
want to talk to a neighbour. 

"It's difficult to bate for ever. It*s 
very tiring and thenyou find you are 
very tired and you don't know why 
you hate. It's a bit pitiful, really." He 
described the islanders as “indeed 
part of the problem but a significant 
part of the solution”. 


Migrants change their 
minds about Australia 



Robert M36ken 

Sydney 


A warm love affair between 
Hong Kong immigrants ami 
Australia has turned cool. Less 
than four weeks before Britain 
hands Hong Kong over to Chi- 
na. thousands of Chinese are 
packing their bags to leave the 
lucky country, convinced they 
can make more money hack in 
the former British colony, even 
under communist rule. ’ 

“When Margaret Thatcher 
announced in the Eighties that 
Britain would give up Hong 
Kong, it was fashionable lo 
emigrate, to get out." said 
Owen Yue. 40. a transport plan- 
ner who arrived in Sydney from 
Hong Kong in “Now. it's 
the fashion to go hack." 

The figures tell their own sto- 
ry. From being almost a non- 
si arter as a source of Aust ralian 
immigrants a few years ago. 
Hong Kong last year was the 
fourth largest source country id- 
ler New Zealand. Britain and 
China. 

But. in the six months to last 
December, just as the handover 
deadline loomed closer, appli- 
cations to emigrate to Aus- 
tralia dropped by one-third. 

And even those granted Aus- 
tralian residency had already be- 
gun testing the waters back 
home. According to the Hong 
Kong Trade Development 
Council, a Hong Kong govern- 
ment body, almost one-third of 


the MNIJHJfl Hong Kong com- 
munity in Australia went back 
to the colony to work last year, 
while retaining their Australian 
passports. 

The immigrants of the 
Nineties arc a different breed 
from the first wave of Chinese 
drawn by the Australian gold 
rush of the 185fis. In the inter- 
vening years came the While 
Australia immigration policy 
which barred non-Europeans 
until it was abolished only 25 
years ago. 

The latest wave of Hong 
Kong immigrants are highly- 
skilled professionals and rich 
business people, who arc ex- 
pected to transfer about 
A$7$0m (£37llm) from Hong 
Kong lo Australia this year. 
Much of this will lie invested in 


properties such as the high-rise 
apartment buildings that are 
changing the skylines of big 
cities like Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. or in restaurants such 
us ihe Shark Fin in Sydney's 
Chinatown, an establishment so 
vast that the waiters communi- 
cate with each other on walkie- 
talkies. 

But for many professional 
people, such as lawyers, engi- 
neers and accountants, job 
prospects have been disap- 
pointing in Australia, where 
unemployment has not fallen 
below S per cent since the rc- 
ccsMun of the early Nineties. 
Drawn to Australia for its po- 
litical .stability at a time of un- 
certainty in Hong Kong, these 
people have decided that life in 
Hong Kong is likely lo go on as 


normal after 1 July, at least for 
a few years, and are going back 
lo realise their earning capaci- 
ty. leaving their families behind 
in Australia. 

Lawyers, for example, can 
make up lo six times more in 
Hong Kong than in Australia, 
where tax is tighter. “A common 
refrain is tha"t Australia is the 
best place to live, but not the 
best to make money.” said 
Catherine Chung, a Hong 
Kong-hnm Sydney solicitor- 

A more unsavoury impact on 
Hong Kong immigration has 
come from the rise of racial pol- 
itics in Australia, led by Pauline 
Hanson, an Independent MP 
from Queensland. Since her 
election to federal parliament 
Iasi year. Mrs Hanson has 
waged an increasingly hitler 
and polarising campaign against 
Asian immigration, welfare 
to Aborigines and foreign 
investment. 

The .Australian press have at- 
tacked John Howard, the prime 
minister, for failing to repudi- 
ate Mrs Hanson strongly 
enough. Her simplistic brand of 
xenophobia and nationalism 
has drawn large crowds at her 
speaking engagements, espe- 
cially in depressed rural areas. 
It has also caused alarm in 
Asia, particularly in Hong 
Kong, where some prospect h'c 
immigrants have added the 
"Hanson phenomenon” to their 
list of reawns to think twice 
about emigrating down under- 



Unwelcome message: John Howard (left) has been 
attacked for being too soft on racist MP Pauline Hanson 


Peking names top envoy for HK 


Reuter — China yesterday announced 
the appointment of seasoned diplomat Ma 

Yuzhen as its tup civilian official in Hung 
Kong alter the British colony reverts to rule 
by China at midnight on 30 June. 

Peking had derided to appoint Mr Ma 
as Commissioner of the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs ur the People's Rcpuldic of Chi- 
na In the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region from I July, a min- 
istry spokesman said. Mr Ma and" the gar- 
rison commander. General Liu, Zhcnwu 
will be Peking's most senior officials in 
Hong Kong after the handover. 

Hong Kong's domestic affairs will he run 
by 1 long Kong residents after the handler, 
hut foreign affairs and defence will remain 


the central government's turf. Mr Ma, 62, 
has been vice-minister of the Information 
Office of the Stale Council - or cabinet - 
since 1995. He served as Chinese ambas- 
sador to Britain in 1991-95, consul-general 
in Los Angeles in 1988-91. and director of 
the Foreign Ministry's information de- 
partment in I9S4-88. “Ma Ymhcn belongs 
to the new generation of diplomats ... He’s 
open-minded.” said a former diplomat Chi- 
na s old generation of diplomats consist- 
ed mainly of generals and bureaucrats. 

In 1995, Hong Kong's South China 
Morning First described Mr Ma ns “the sort 
of Chinese diplomat Western capitals love 
to play host to, affable, charming and not 
averse lo talking quietly off-the-record with 


politicians and businessmen”. He was a 

“well-liked senior diplomat, a favourite or 
Lady Thatcher.” the Post said. 

The Hong Kung government welcomed 
the announcement. “The community wOJ 
he glad that the appointment of Mr Ma 
\uzhen has been announced,” the gov- 
ernment said in a statement. “Hong Kong 
people will no doubt he interested to hear 
more details of the establishment of this 
new office, including the size of its staff 
and its functions.” the statement said. 

Yeung Sum, vice-chairman of the De- 
mocratic Party, said Mr Ma’s diplomatic 
experience in London and his under* 
standing of the handover issues made hun 
an appropriate person for the job. 
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Washington 

S^iikcly t° arouse as 

“uch controversy as it t 

States defp 5 Slera ' the Ul "'ted 
states defense secretary Wil- 
liam Cohen, has rawed to 
ES 6111 tbe accumulating rev- 
t ®fations about sexual mucon- 
duct rathe US armed fS 
S n ^ CU JL UD f a swathe trough 

r^fc fKnior officers. 
Confirmmg that his favoured 
caudate to become the next 
chief of joint staffs. General 

^ J Sff ph Ralston - committed 
adultery during his meteoric air 
^“"ft-.MrGohensaidhe 
had decided to stand by the 
general s candidacy. 

»Ji? 11 j lteiview P ub hahed in 

freUashmgtan Post. Mr Cohen 

- who has strongly defended the 

enforcement of rigorous moral 
rtandards m the armed forces 
through the past scandal-ridden 
weeks - said that it was time to 
draw the line. “We need to 
come back to a role of reason 
instead of a rule of thumb." 

General Ralston has admit- 
ted to having an affair with a 

CLA agent 1 X „j.n_ 


separated from his wife. He is 
now divorced and remarried. 
Reporters investigating the case 
have established that the gen- 
~^eral did not inform his military 
"superiors of the affair and it was 
never the subject of disciplinary 
action — although it was com- 
mon knowledge among his col- 
leagues. one of whom described 
it as “flagrant". 

Mr Cohen, who described 
General Ralston's affair as “a hu- 
man error" that was outweighed 
by his sterling 32-year record, ad- 
mitted that the decision to stand 
by the general put him in “a veiy 
difficult situation". 

The commander at a major 
army training centre and a di- 
rector at the same establish- ; 
raent were forced into early ■ 
retirement this week after ad- ; 


Vulturous affairs in 
' nFR^®° ne a °d other senior 
officers are under investigation. 

i feasa 

>SSsft¥fB£ 

given a general discharge in lieu 
of court martial after admitting 
an affair with a married civilian 
and disobeying an order to 
break n off. Her lawyer claimed 
that the military observed dou- 
ble standards and tended to turn 
a blind eye to the sexual dal- 
bauces of senior (male) officers. 

These cases came amid a 
spate of courts martial in which 
male officers are accused of sex- 
ually harassing female subordi- 
nates. Yesterday, an army 

sergeant at the US base at Darm- 
stadt in Germany became the 
first US soldier serving outside 
America to be convicted of sex 
crimes, when he was sentenced 
to two years in prison for inde- 
cent assault and other offences. 

The jury gave Davis a dis- 
honourable discharge but 
cleared him of six rape charges, 
one count of sodomy and other 
assault charges brought forward 


*** xuiuici icuioit; 

soldiers. Prosecutors had asked 
for a minimum sentence of five 
years for Davies, whom they 
called a “sexual predator* who 
used his rank to get sex. 

Davies told journalists that he 
feft betrayed by the army and also 
by US civil rights leaders, to 
whom he had appealed for help 
in the case. “Race was indeed an 
issue," Davies said. “This was a 
witch hunt." 

Although Mr Cohen says he 
supports General Ralston to 
succeed General John Shalikash- 
v£K when he retires as chief of the 
joint staffs in September, the can- 
didates’ list is not dosed. The 
White House, perhaps sensing 
new political difficulty in the 
nomination, which must be ap- 
proved by the Senate, said no 
final decision had been taken. 
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Drug lord is extradited to America 


Matthew Chance 

Bangkok 


Li Yun-Chung, the man suspected 
of having masterminded the biggest 
shipment of heroin ever seized in the 
United States, was extradited from 
Thailand yesterday amid tight se- 
curity, leaving behind hi m a bribery 
scandal which has shaken the Thai 
judidaiy. 

Dressed in a bullet-proof strait- 


jacket and flanked by commandos 
wielding automatic weapons, Li was 
escorted on to a US Air Force flight 
for New York, where he will stand tri- 
al on charges of shipping 436kg of 
pure heroin from Burma. The nar- 
cotics, with an estimated street val- 
ue of $122m (£75m), were seized by 
Californian customs officials in 1991. 

For years the dose confidant of 
the Burmese opium warlord, Khun 
Sa, Li Yun-cbung— a Burmese born 


ethnic Chinese with residency in 
Thailand - was at the centre of 
“Golden Tri angl e” heroin produc- 
tion in South-east Asia. His indict- 
ment for trafficking in the US made 
him one of the world's most want- 
ed men until his high-profile arrest 
in Bangkok last year. 

The controversial decision by a se- 
nior Thai judge, Somchai Udom- 
wong, to grant Li bail during an 
unscheduled hearing led to wide- 


spread allegations of bribery. The 
allegations intensified when Li 
jumped bail and escaped to Burma 
to avoid extradition to America. 

He was eventually returned to 
Thai custody last month, fuelling po- 
litical controversy by threate ning to 
go on record saying exactly how he 
was granted bail. 

“Tim is becoming extremely em- 
barrassing for the Thai govern- 
ment,” said one diplomat 


pe their * Impotent peace-keeping 
stralia force bemuses Albanians 


international 

Net closes 
on Bosnia 
war-crime 
fugitives 

S^opliw Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

uneasT™*?^ 1 . Representative overseeing the 
ueasy peace in Bosnia vesterdav threttpnMi 

EKEfE* 

tnlhe ™PP<x*:d to be handed over 

“ the Hague, 

— VsSr g of * e mte " 

he l%eSl CarIos Westendorp said 

** «iying 10 persuaded 
lShJ22 1 “ ^5 ■ two ent ities within Bosnia. 
S3 SJSF 1 T Croati * *» hand SerS 
Sbfc i ^uued by Dayton. 

Demleh™ 7 h??? ed war "trainaJs. the only 
WE*!*" lhe coun hnve been a 
SJSJS5” 1 *5? himself up and a Bosn- 

Duj ? n Tidic. who was seized by Ger- 
man pobce. Another seven await trial. 

leaS^’e 0 ^ *“*5* men " Bosnian Seri) war 
Karadzic and Ratko Mladic 
m . Bosman Serb territory. The 
Naio-Ied Stabilisation Force - S-Fbr - is un- 
dw maiucuo'B to detain wanted men if it 
Ch rv ' u P? n thera - hut it never does. 

factions, only the 
Muslims have shown any inclination 
to hand over wanted men. 

Weste i ndorp ' a fonner Spanish foreign 
nuatsier, takes over from former Swedish 
prone minister Carl Biidt on 20 June, and yes- 
terday indicated he was going to take a much 
tougher line. “The second option is pressure " 
he said in Madrid yesterday. “Those who fiil- 
m the commitments will have our support and 

not ' ^ avc no support at all". 
Uo Secretary of State Madeleine Albriaht 
went further, demanding that Croatia and Ser- 
bia to stop “stonewalling" _ 

Mr Wesiendoip said the resolution of the war 
criminals issue was crucial to maintaining the 
peace in Bosnia. Dayton was supposed to cre- 
ate a model for a multi-ethnic country, but so 
far the boundaries between the former waning 
factions have solidified. 

“We cannot deviate from Dayton. We must 
nor, Mr Westendorp said. “Coexistence among 
the communities is not posable unless this is- 
sue of war c riminals is solved". 

Immediately after the accord, the peace im- 
plementation force took the view that peace 
was more urgent than justice, and that attempts 
to seize indicted war criminals would be resisted. 
But after 18 months, most of the wanted men 
remain free, and progress towards imple- 
menting Dayton has been for too slow. 

The US is determined to move its troops out 
before the deadline of July 1998. But Britain's 
new Foreign Secretary.Robin Cook, is among 
many Europeans who favour keeping forces 
there for a longer period. 
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riran i “ up L e °, f .? eeks Despite the mayti 

ago. the Albanian health nun- ' , , . J 

istry decided to ask the Italian- 31)630, WTltGS 

led peace-keeping force to help 

with a problem. The ministry without the escort of. two 
had beard of a possible case of armed men. 
polio in the remote mountains So what purpose, if any, do 
of the north-east and was anx- the soldiers serve? “They came 
ious to send a medical expert to for nothing,” said Neritan Ceka, 
investigate. leader of the small Democratic 

Since the highlands were Alliance opposition party, re- 
subject to attacks from armed fleeting widespread public opiu- 
gangs, the ministry figured the ion in Albania. _ 
international troops might be “They are costing the inter- 
able to offer an escort. The re- national community between 
quest was duly granted. two and three million dollars a 

Thus it was that a lone doc- day, but I can't even go and talk 
"V tor made the six-hour car jour- 
ney from Tirana to Piskopi 
with two armoured vehicles in 
front and two behind, his escort 
totalling an impressive 20 men. 

As the journey continued, he 
grew ever more embarrassed to 
admit that his only task was to 
find the suspected polio victim 
and take a sample from him. 

The entire military song and 
dance was mounted in honour 
of a scraping of human faeces. 

The story illustrates much 
that is wrong with the interna- 
tional community's efforts to 
stabilise Albania. The multi- 
national foree has been in 
place for more than a month, 
but most Albanians are at a loss 
to understand what exactly it is 
doing. The peace «■ «*“hr 
not being kept. w hat with 
shootings, robberies andbomb 
^ attacks hitting the headlines 

'3 »?s *5 
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Despite the mayhem, elections will go 
ahead, writes Andrew Gumbel 


Austrian Chancellor, ended up 
the victim Of various political in- 
trigues, and the electoral law 
that was passed was steam- 
rollered through parliament by 
President Sali Berisha to the 
fury of the opposition. 

According to his colleagues, 
Mr Vranitzky is now afraid to 
return to Tirana and feels 
deeply embittered by the whole 
experience. “He's very nice but 
the wrong man for the wrong 



Franz Vranltzky: Afraid to 
return to Tirana 


‘He’s very nice 
but the wrong 
man for the 
wrong job’ 


The 6 , 000 -odd soWkot Tjave constituents because I job,” reflected one interna- 

donemjthingtomforvraemthe J^^d need five cars and an ar- tonal official in Tirana. He 

violence, and preCTOushttleto 0 f Kalashnikovs, which I triedtobnngamiddleEiiro- 

deter it since their mandate pre- ^ . pean mentality to a Balkan 

eludes anv police acuvm“. ^ w need for ^ elec- problem, and be failed." 

Even the country s roads, which blanket observation, but The OSCE and the Western 

they are supposed to mate ^com^aiiiis that the governments with troops on 

safe, are being secured with neww^^ u * Ji ^ manity the ground have all masted on 
painful slowness. , doesn’t have the money to stiddng to the 29Ju ne daie ; re- 

P Elections are due on f^t such an operation.* gardless of the difficulties of or- 

but even here the forces rol election preparations ganisn^ mi election m a awnay 

painfulk undear. Hamsmmg ^ te n their own talcs of woe and where mfrastructure has fallen 
aSudanglv granted and faig^ mayhem. The apait,astateofeme{Bencjr a m 
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ranHidates U Will oe in Europe me motives ocmuu ~ 

nroteef fotemational electro" special envoy, sion, notably the fear erfbe- 

rihservera. but such a task car- ( y l, nr - r7 ky i spent most of coming bogged down m 

’ sssfflgfig ssss*= asasa 

^l^wouWnotbeallo^ the fonner tamai. democracy, 

even to go to the lavaiu y 


Partly because of the situation 
on the ground and partly be- 
cause of the weakness of the 
transitional Albanian govern- 
ment, deadline after deadline is 
being missed in the run-up to 
the election; as a result, the in- 
ternational community is ever 
more reluctant to commit large 
resources to an election that 
looks like being a qualified suc- 
cess at best Mr Ceka’s hopes of 
blanket monitoring are thus . 
evaporating, and even OSCE of- 
ficials admit that more remote 
areas simply won't be observed 
at alL 

Not all the signs are negative, 
however. Last year’s elections 
were subject to blatant fraud 
largely because the outside 
world did not care and because 
President Berisha, then solidly 
in power, managed to use the 
police and secret police to rig 
every aspect of the vote from 
registration through to the final 
results. 

This time the world does 
care, even it is does not always 
know why, and the presence of 
the multinational force and 
other observers will almost cer- 
tainly have a restraining effect 
on subversive elements. 

Much of the gloom among 
Albanians is due to the under- 
standably scant faith they have 
in their own political process 
and the perception that the in- 
ternational community is not 
doing enough to take matters 
into its own hands. 

“They want us to take over, 
but that’s not our job. These are 
Albanian elections after all," 
said Hans Peter Kleiner, a high- 
ly experienced OSCE election 
observer. 

There are signs that the Al- 
banians are now growing more 
confident about their prospects. 
All talk of boycotts by the op- 
position, for example, has 
ceased. 

“What people in Albania 
have to understand is that there 
ran be no stability without elec- 
tions, not the other way 
around,’’ said Gramoz Pashko, 
a former government minister 
now in exile in the United 
States. 

“No matter how distorted 
and unsatisfactory these elec- 
tions are, they are the only way 
to get out of the impasse"" 
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Ronnie Lane 


"Short and sweet” is how Ian 
MeLagaa. fellow member of 
the Small Races, remembers his 
old friend Ronnie Lane, the bass 
player and singer who co-wrote 
some of the group's greatest hits. 

Lane was indeed one of the 
funniest, sweetest and most en- 
tertaining personalities in a mu- 
sic business not noted for its 
humility. Not that Ronnie 
“Plonk’’ Lane was ever humble. 
He just couldn't take pretentions 
rock altitudes seriously. He was 
a man whose eyes crinkled up 
when he laughed, and whose tiny 
frame shook when teare of mirth 
poured down his cheeks. 

Lane partnered Steve Mar- 
riott in the Small Faces, the 
bond of East End mods formed 
in 1964, who created such clas- 
sic hits as “All Or Nothing”, 
“Lazy Sunday” and “Itchycoo 
Park". While Marriott un- 
leashed the Ore and the restless 
energy. Lane was his trusty 
sidekick who provided the 
Cockney humour and love of 
word-play. Between them they 
made a great team, laughing 
and yelling their way through 
the Sixties with boundless en- 
ergy. When Marriott quit the 
group in 1969 to form Humble 
Pie. Lane teamed up with Ian 
Me Lagan on keyboards and the 
drummer Kenny Jones to form 
the Faces with Rod Stewart. 

Their bar-room rock formu- 
la was a hit with songs like “Stay 
With Me”, and the Faces toured 
successfully for some years un- 
til Lane, tired of the champagne 
lifestyle, finally took the plunge 
to go solo. He left Stewart, 
formed his own more down-to- 
earth group Slim Chance and 
took the band out on the road 
in a rock'n'roll circus called the 
Passing Show. They moved 
from town to town playing un- 
der a huge marquee, employing 
jugglers, acrobats and what 
Lane eventually dubbed “the 
world’s unfu tiniest clowns.” 

Lane enjoyed two chart hits 
with "How Come” and “The 
Poacher” in 1974. and invested 
in his own mobile studio which 


he located on a farm on the 
Welsh borders. He even stud- 
ied agriculture and planned to 
be a former. His excellent folk- 
flavoured bond included Ben- 
ny Gallagher and Graham Lyle, 
and Lane sang lead vocals in a 
style that was closer to Bob Dy- 
lan than Steve Marriott. He re- 
leased a selection of warm, 
pleasantly low-key albums in- 
duding Anymore For .Anymore 
(1973), Ronnie Lane's Slim 
Chance (1974), and One Jin The 
Road (1975). The latter featured 




Buckley: soaring, yearning vocals 


Photograph: Christopher Jones 


BIRTHS 


BUASLEY.'CASaLAZ: Caih Beasley 
and Dan C.isalaz ju- deli "hied lo an- 
■H'ukl 1 i he vile arrival of Emma 
Lnuise Casjlat on 2S Mjv 1997. A 
tvauiilul sNei for Sam. 

FAHt: lb Surah Jane inie Davidson) 
und John, a son. Jacob Scan, on 22 
March IW. 

NORMaNBY: Otj 3 June, lo Nicola {rw: 
Shulmnn) and Const amine, a son. 
Thomas Henry Winston, brother for 
Sibylla and John. 

TRAPP: To Ro[kt and Deirdrc. on 2$ 
May. Lucinda Mauve, a sister for 
Georgia and Olivia. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


CROWDED Dr Andrew. OBE FRCP, 
who made a sipnillcam contribution 
lo the medical service* in East and 
West Africa, on 2 June IW. Very 
much kned brother of Guv. Jes- 
siimy. Penelope and their families. Pri- 
vate cremation on *> June. Memorial 
Service. 24 June, at St John'* Church. 
Summon. 1 . Middles*.-*, at 12 noon. 
Family flcwen only please, or dona- 
tions In Gardeners' Koval Bcncvoteni 
Society. co StiMdkv's F D. Crew- 
kerne. Somersel TAJ ft 7LU. Tele- 
phone t»14wl 73224. 

EUrnVOOD; Cecily. Mtncd daugh- 
ter of Alison and basil, and sister of 
Alice. Verity and Philippa, aged only 
14 . 1 IQ 2 June, m a road accident in 
Zambia. Funeral at Si James the 
Great. Stonesik-ld. on Wednesday 1 1 
June, at 2.30pm. Garden or wild 
flowers only please. Donations If de- 
sired will go lo .AIDS orphans in 
Kiiwe. Zambia, were Cecily was 
working. Cheque* should be nude 
payable to "Cecil} Eastwood Memo- 
rial .Account" and should be sent to 
the family at The Wi lodshud. Siahk 1 - 


yard, Stones Geld 0X8 8QB). There 
will also be a cdebralion of Cecily's 
life on Sunday 14 September. 

MANN: MichaeL Musician, singer, ac- 
lor. On Saturday 31 May 1997. aged 
5l. Funeral at the Church of die An- 
nunciation, Washington Street. 
Brighton, on Tuesday 10 June at 
llbpm. Enquiries to Christopher 
Stringer Funeral Services. Telephone 
01273 306000. 

ROBERTSON: On 3 June 1997. after 
a long illness borne with great 
courage. Alan. Dearly kned bus- 
band or Sheila. Cather'of Clare and 
■Andrew and grandfather of Adam. 
Funeral Service at Exeter and Devon 
Crematorium on Wednesday 1 1 June 
at 12 noon. Family flowers only 
but donations, if desired, to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care to Pot- 
bun's Funeral Service. High Street. 
Sidmouih, please. 

SHORT: George, Reuters journalist, an 
1 June, peacefully and unexpectedly 
at home, aged 53 years. George 
leave* behind hi* son Joe. his father 
Harold and many many friends. Fu- 
neral service at St Luke's Chun*. Sid- 
ney Street. Chelsea, on Tuesday’ 10 
June at 2pm. No Dowers please.' do- 
nations instead made payable lo 
Friends of the Earth or Amnesty 
International and sent with covering 
letter to JJ-L Kenyon. Funeral Di- 
rectors. 74 Rochester Row, London 

SW1P LIU. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Ubrh vwls she awa, fan Sums. 
Dm Dahr of Edinburgh list* a oswruiliiii *-tW 
■ pjicrJtrJ K All Sira L lililk.- C.snjvun . SSa-Junp 
hifl FK.". M hj hnvlnl ffl lb* 1 xfiutR.*>>TJ t '. Bam- 
[■■ni in Ni-ftlt Aroma. av Purr.m. i>uiu jrJ IkHiihl 
TrM. due. a mceJins I JutKjrU Hawrd Intrr. 
rulr-rot .it ihi Snu* and Nav> CTub. WrJnfltfi'O 
[X_. .md \o4\ilw llrfi h Uv-jn - k.duhnm 'Ll 
TTirte Ihr LijVti” ji ilia Lflfiiv et liuga-. 
WjJnnflm IK' The Prince af Matm-rui* h<m- 
tun 1 . Vlihe> ■nwlkv KutsL war Rlf»*i Ni»th 
Yi'ildmc jiiJ nnktt Ac- uifafcmm* in Rip n. 


NelhVartihin: TtxOal««rVnrlvMUttk: Lkk- 
HiukI bdrituln« at Lbc Rural Arm uric. LixiK 
ptoenh the Tiiriddn: Ofrbc Jniil u the Vink- 
■hue lhis'Ow Cuakrcmr. Ilarcomd H-ra. 
Lixife. and c- Ihinn. a iMuh Opra NnnfiS pn>- 
dwu™ >'■ I Mmm at lb* flraml Tbcatrc. Lml* 


Changing of the Guard 

Ttw llmtchnU C»j|r* Moaiilc J Rrpmcni 
araml* the Queen • Lire I'riurJ it Uwc Gmnfa, 
Ham. M HjoiUnn In*h Tiiaids nnun the 

Onxu * ■ nurd .a Rnrfcjngkad hltee. I l.uba. 
fund rmnnh-il In ib* tuts UffiiRh. 


a superb panoramic photo- 
graph of Lane's farmhouse sur- 
rounded by a cavalcade of 
buses, caravans and trucks, with 
the diminutive Lane waving 
from the foot of a hill. 

Lane loved touring, but the 
idyllic concept of the Passing 
Show eventually ground to a 
halt, stymied by bureaucracy and 
rising costs. Lane lost a fortune, 
and underwent two divorces 
which resulted in him becoming 
estranged from his children. 
But he never lost his love of play- 
ing his favourite kind of good- 
time music. The one-time mod 
who had relinquished his Carn- 
aby Street look in favour of a 
beard, neckerchief and waistcoat 
was always a bit of a gypsy. 

He was born in 1946 in East 
London. Kenny Jones knew 
him from the time he left school 
and was working as a plumber's 
mate to pay for his guitar. “We 
got together and started a band 
called the Outcasts.” When 
Lane decided to switch from 
guitar to bass he and Jones went 
to a local music shop in search 
of a new instrument. “This 
cocky little guy served us and he 
turned out to be Sieve Mar- 
riott," recalled Jones. 

The pair invited Marriott to 
a pub gig that night and when he 
gDL up on stage he jumped all 
over the pub’s piano, breaking 
the keys. “The landlord threw us 
out, the group broke up and we 
ended up with just me, Ronnie 
and Steve sitting on our equip- 
ment on the pavement. We 
looked at each other and burst 


Seoond-generation pop stars 
hardly ever live up to their 3- 
lustrious parents. Jeff Buckiey 
was the exception to that rule. 

His considerable talent and 
distinctive soprano voice eeri- 
ly echoed those of his father, 
the singer Tim Buckley, who 
died of a drug, overdose in 
1975. And, in the space of 
three years arid one album, Jeff 
Buckley attained the cult status 
bis troubled father had taken 
eight years and as many records 
to achieve. Yet, though they 
hardly had a chance to bond 
(Tim was estranged from Jeff’s 
mother and died at the age of 
28, when his son was seven), 
their tragic destinies mirrored 
each other. 

Bora in 1966, Jeffrey Scott 
Buckley was the result of a 
short-lived liaison between Tun 
Buckley and Mary Gulbert. In 
one of the few interviews Jeff 
Buckiey later gave, he recalled 
that the couple: 
brake up in the early Seventies. I was 
only about four when my dad left. I 
was really brought up by my moth- 
er and my stepfather.! we them my 
most pregnant musical memories. 
They were together for about four 
years and the house was foil of mu- 


sic. My mum would play piano and 
cello ail the time and my siepdad had 
great musical taste. I would listen to 
anything: the Beatles. Bob Dylan. 
Jimi Hendrix; Joni Mitchell. Judy 


Birthdays 

King Albert D of the Belgians, 63; Sir 
Derek AJun-Jones, former executive 
chairman, Ferranti International, 
64; Sir Isaiah Berlin, former presi- 
dent. the British Academy, 88: Pro- 
fessor B re bis Bleaney. physicist. 82; 
Mr David Blunkett MP. Minister of 
Education and Employment, 5th. Ms 
Bjorn Borg, tennis player, 41; Lord 
Carrington, director and former 
rhafnwan, Christie’s International. 78* 
Mr David Cbipp, former director, 
Reuter Foundation, 70; Dame 
Ninene de VfcJois, founder of the 
Royal Ballet, 99; Mr Mike Gatling, 
cricketer, 40; Lord Gladwin of Clee, 
former trade union leader, 67; Mr 
Iain Hamilton, composer, 75; Pro- 
fessor Robert Humphreys, historian 
of La tin- Am erica. SO: Mr Asif Iqbal, 
former Pakistan cricket captain, 54; 
Mr J. Kay- Mount, former president 
of the Alderney States, 64; Lord 
Kings Norton, Chancellor, Cran- 

fidd Institute of Technology, 95; 
Mr Tim Llewellyn, radio news re- 
porter, 57: Mr WDlie-John McBride, 
rugby player. 57; Sir Jonathan 
Monce, High Court judge, 54; Sir 
Robin Maxwell-Hyslop, former MP. 
66; Sir Douglas Morpeth, former 
partner. Touche Ross & Co, 73; Sir 
Biyan Nicholson, chairman, British 
United Provident Association. 65; Air 
Marshal Sir Charles Pringle, 78; Dr 
Roth Sanger, former director. MRC 
Blood Group Unit, 79; Lord Stodart 
of Leaston, former Government 
minister, 81; Mr Klaus Tennstedt, 
Conductor Laureate, LPO. 71; Mr 
Frank Tyson, former England crick- 
eter, 67; Miss BflDe Whhcfcnv, actress, 
65: Sir Donald Wilson, chairman. 
Electricity Consultative Council, 
North Wfesi. 75. 


Anniversaries 


Births; John HI. King of Portugal. 
1502; Diego Rodriguez da Silva y 
Velazquez, painm. baptised 1599; 
Pierre Corneille, playwright, 1606; 
AJeksander Sergeyevich Pushkin, 
poet, novelist and playwright. 1 799; 


FTrn m n .tttnf iqq7 * the. independent .. 






out laughing, and that was the 
birth of the Small Rees. If I 
hadn’t met Ronnie Lane first the 
band wouldn’t have, happened.” 

The Small Faces got caught 
up in the whirlwind of the 


Swinging Sixties and Lane en- 
joyed his share of drink, drugs 
and mayhem. But he was always 
quieter, more senstive and less 
aggressive than Marriott He de- 
veloped a genuine interest in 
Eastern mysticism. But when 
the band round that he had set 
up a shrine in his dressing-room 
with a peach and a scroll, as 
Marriott later stated: w We ate 
the peach and burnt the scrolir 
Lane also studied the teach- 
ings of Indian mystic Metier 
Baba and shared his interest 
with Pete Townshend of the 
Who. The pair recorded a well- 
teceived album; together called 
Rough Mix (1977), written in the 
spirit of Baba, which included a 
performance of Don Williams's 
“Till The Rivers All Run Dry”. 
This effort was followed by one 
more solo Lane album See Me 
(1979), which featured such 
tunes as the jolly “One Step”, 
and “Kuschty Rye". 

But Lane was unable to de- 
velop his musical career any fur- 
ther, having developed multiple 
sclerosis. He was first diagnose d 
in 1977 when he showed loss of 
muscle control. Jones described 
bow: “He seemed very forgetful, 
slurred his words and tripped up 
a lot We accused of him ofbe- 
ing drunk and of having a secret 
tipple, but he wasn’t of course.” 

Lane had dreaded for some 
time that he mi g ht be suscep- 
tible to MS as his mother suf- 
fered from the same disease. 
Jones and Lane used to cany 
her up and down the stairs at tire 
block of flats she lived in in the 
East End. Tragically Lane had 
to suffer for many years before 
he died. When Jones tele- 
phoned Lane up and told him 
that Marriott had died in a fire 
at his Essex home, in 1991, “the 
first thing he said was: Tm. jeal- 
ous.’ He meant that.” 

Having lost most of the mon- 



#• 


Good-time music: Lane (for left) with the Small Faces, 1366; left to right, Kenny Jones, Steve Marriott and Ian McLagan, phis the model Sally Noel Photograph: Hutton Getty 


ey he earned with the Faces, 
Lane found himself not only 
broke but unable to earn a liv- 
ing. Several attempts were 
made to raise money for him. 
In 1983 a special chanty concert 
was held at the Royal Albert 
Hall in London, which fea- 
tured Eric Oapton, Jeff Beck, 
Jimmy Page and members of 
the Rolling Stones. Lane asked 


that some of the money raised 
be donated to research, to find 
a cure for MS, and Action Re- 
search For Multiple Sclerosis 
(Arms) was formed. The Arms 
concert was a big success and 
the whole package later toured 
America. Lane himself ap- 
peared and sang a moving ver- 
sion of “Goodnight Irene”. 
Jones made continuing efforts 


to raise more money to pay for 
his treatment, and battled to get 
Lane royalties from past Small 
Faces records. 

In 1996 he organised a spe- 
cial tribute album, A Tribute to 
the Small Faces. : long agos and 
worlds apart, starring Paul 
Weller, Primal Scream, the Buz- 
zcocks and Ocean Colour Scene 
which raised £50,000 for Lane 


who was by now living in pover- 
ty in Austin, Texas with a nurse 
who later became his wife. He 
moved to Colorado in search of 
a better climate but was soon 
confined to a wheelchair. His 
condition deteriorated to the 
point where he was unable to 
speak or move. He tried many 
different treatments including 
homeopathy and even injections 


of snake bite venom. He used 
to joke to friends who asked 
how the treatment was going, 
“Well a mosquito bit me this 
morning - ana it died.” 


Chris Welch 


Ronald Lane, singer and bass gui- 
tarist: bom London 1 April 1946; _ 
married three times (two sons);m 
died 4 June 1997. 


Jeff Buckley 


Garland, Robert Johnson. Thelo- 
nious Monk, Bartdk, Mahler. And I 


asked a lot of questions. Learning 
about music seemed effortless. I 


about music seemed effortless. I 
guess I must have had natural abil- 
ities. Looking hadi. it fell like instinct- 

Indeed. at five, the young 
Buckley had picked up his 
grandmother’s guitar and 
taught himself to play. In 
Southern California, he might 
have felt rootless and restless, 
but music already seemed to 
drive him on. Aged 13. Jeff even 
wrote his first song, “about a 
break-up with a girlfriend. It 
was awful.” 

Having graduated from high 
school, the teenage Buckley 
left home, studied at the Los 
Angeles Musicians' Institute 
ana played in a few rock and 
reggae bands (including Shine- 
head). In 1990, he moved to 
New York and started hanging 
out on the Lower East Side, 
forming Gods and Monsters, a 
short-lived group. He also 
guested at a Tim Buckley trib- 
ute concert where he attracted 
the attention of the producer 
Hal Willner. 

Buckley only found his forte 
two years later when he start- 
ed to perform solo with bis elec- 
tric guitar at coffee houses such 
as the Fez, Bang On and the 
Sin-e Cafe. In Greenwich Vil- 
lage. By the time the “Live at 


Sin-6" EP came out in late 
1993, Buckley had evolved an 
amazing style, blending jazz, 
folk, rock, classical music, un- 
usual covers (an epic version of 
Van Morrison's “The Way 
Young Lovers Do”) and French 
chanson (Edith Piafs “Je hTen 
Connais Pas La Fin) to create 
a fluid hybrid in which both lis- 
tener and performer could lose 
themselves. He soon signed to 
Columbia Records and, fit- 
tingly for an exponent of the 
neo-hippie tendency, set about 
recording his debut album 
proper at Bearsville studios, 
near Woodstock. 

Buckley left nothing to 
chance. Since he’d only been 
playing with the bassist Mick 
Grondahl and drummer Matt 
Johnson for a month, he called 
upon guests such as the ex- 
Captain Becfhcart guitarist 
Gary Lucas (who’d already 
helped him shape some of the 
compositions like “Mojo Fin") 
and the avant-garde composer 
Kart Berger who provided 
unusual, flowing string arrange- 
ments. Andy lAfallace’s pro- 
duction did the rest and, by the 
end of 1994, rock critics the 
world over were praising Grace 
lo the heavens. 

The soaring, yearning vocals 
drew comparisons with Robert 


Plant, Jim Morrison and, pre- 
dictably, Buckley's father.- The 
puzzling, wide-ranging choice of 
cover versions (Leonard Co- 
hen's “Hallelujah”. Benjamin 
Britten's “Corpus Christi Carol”, 
“Lilac Wine”, a standard covered 
by everyone from Nina Simone 
to Elkie Brooks) was discussed 
in hushed tones. Having added 
guitarist Michael Tighe, Buck- 
ley toured like there was no to- 
morrow, appearing at Reading 
and Glastonbury festivals and 
winning fens wherever he went. 
His vulnerable stage presence 
made girls swoon and he became 
an unlikely sex-symbol of the al- 
ternative music scene. 

In 1995, Rolling Stone maga- 
zine named him Best New Aitist 
and “Last Goodbye” became an 
alternative hit on US college ra- 
dio. Yet, though Grace sold 
very well in Britain and France, 
Buckley never really appealed 
to the MTV generation. This 
suited him fine as he was keen 
to explore new musical horizons. 

However, following up 
Grace's early promise proved dif- 
ficult and Buckley marked time 
with various limited- 
edition releases (“ftyote Radio 
Theatre”, among others). Last 
year, he guested with Jazz Pas- 
sengers and appeared on Patti 
Smith's comeback album Gone 


Again. More recently, he paid 
tribute to the beat poet Jack Ker- 
ouac on Kicks Joy Darkness, a col- 
lection of readings which also 
features REM's Michael Stipe, 
the Clash's Joe Strmnmer, the 
actors Matt Dillon and Johnny 
Depp and the writer William 
Burroughs. Last December, in- 
ternet fans could read a worry- 
ing message Buckley had posted 
on his website. It read: ‘Tm in 
the middle of some wild shit 
now. Please be patient." 

Earlier this year, Buckley fi- 
nally set about recording new 
songs in Memphis with former 
Television guitarist Tom Ver- 
laine. But the resulting ses- 
sions had left Buckley 
somewhat frustrated and, hav- 
ing scrapped those and sent his 
backing musicians home, be 
was trying new material on his 
own while considering using the 
producer Andy Wallace again. 
There was already talk of a Eu- 
ropean tour to coincide with die 
album release in the autumn 
and Buckley obviously felt un- 
der pressure. 

On 29 May, Buckley and a 
friend, Keith Foil, went to 
downtown Memphis and hung 
out at the Mud Island Marina 
with an acoustic guitar and a 
ghc it obi aster. Having played 
some songs, Buckley decided to 


go for a swim in the Mississip- 
pi. His friend tried to stop him 
but Buckley jumped in fully 
clothed and still singing. As a 
boat passed by and created a 
large wave, Foti moved the 
ghettoblaster out of range of 
the water. When he turned 


round, Buckley had disap- 
peared from view, probably 
caught by the undertow in the 
treacherous river. 

Listening to Buckley’s 
recordings again (“Eternal 
Life", dedicated to a long-lost £ 
lover, “Dream Brother", writ-”' 
ten about the father he didn't 
know), the sense of foreboding 
present in the lyrics proves 
overwhelming, never more so 
than in “So Real" during which 
the singer wails, “the night- 
mare. It sucked me in and 
pulled me under”. 

Jeff Buckley was fond of de- 
scribing bis wonderful songs as 
"dreamlike, coining from your 
subconscious. You have to lei 
yourself go and it can scar 
you or destroy you. It’s a bit 
like dying.” 


Pierre Penrone 


Jeffrey Scott Buckley, singer, 
songwriter, guitarist, organist: 
bom Orange County, California 
17 November 1966; died Mem- 
phis, Tennessee 29 May 1997. 


Sir Hcmy John Ncwbolt, poci, 1862; 
Captain Robert Falcon ScoU, Antarc- 
tic explorer, 1868; Thomas Mann, 
novelist. 1875; Sir Le*lie Patrick 
Abercrombie, town planner and ar- 
chitect, 1879; Aram Uich Khalcha- 
tnrian, composer, 1903. Deaths; John 
CD, King of Portugal, 1557: Jeremy 
Bentham, philosopher and jurist, 
1832; Louis Chevrolet, automobile 
racer and designer, 1941: Carl Gus- 
tav Jung, psychiatrist, 1961; Jean Paul 
Getty, oil magnate. 1976. On this day; 
in Oxford, the Ashmolean Museum, 
founded by Elias Ashmole. was 
opened. 1 683; the Allied invasion of 
Normandy took place - D-Day. 
1944; Eurovision began with a relay 
networked directly from Montreux, 
1954; Princess Margaret married 
Anthony Armstrong- Jones in West- 
minster Abbey, 1960. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Ceralius or Cerase. 
St Gaud of Bcsampn, St Eustorgius 
U of Milan, St Gudwal or GurvaL St 
Jar lath, St Norbert and St Philip the 
Deacon. 


Battered woman’s conviction overturned 


Regina r Hobson; Court of Appeal 
tCriminal Division) (Lord Justice 
Rose. Mr Justice Scdley and Mr 
Justice Keene) 23 May 1997 
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Lectures 

National Gallery; Mari Griffith. 
“Moons (t): Titian, The Death ofAc- 
taeon ", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Jan 
Ross-Munro. “Continental Influ- 
ences on I7lb-centmy English Sflwr", 
230pm. 

London School of Economics. Lon- 
don W Cl MwaJunu Julius K. Ny- 

erere. “Africa Today and Tomorrow", 
530pm. 


Synagogue services 


Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 839pm. 

United Sjtwjtcuo: 0181-343 8989. fed- 
eration of Synagogues: 0181-202 2263. 
Union oT Liberal and Pmgpesrive Syn- 
BBDgues: 0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gognes of Gnat Britain: 0181^3494731. 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews Coogrf 
gatioo: 0171-289 2573. New London Syn- 
agogue (MawrtiK 0171-328 1026. 


The 1992 murder conviction of 
a woman who had admitted 
killing her abusive partner was 
quashed, in the light of fresh 
psychiatric evidence that she 
might have been suffering from 
battered women's syndrome 
which had. since the time of the 
trial, entered the standard 
British classification of mental 
diseases, and was thus capable 
of founding the defence of di- 
minished responsibility. A re- 
trial was ordered. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed Kathleen Hobson's ap- 
peal against her conviction of 
murder on 19 October 1992, 
but ordered that she be retried. 
She had stabbed her abusive 
and alcoholic partner to death 
during an argument. Her de- 
fence was self-defence, al- 
though the trial judge had also 
left the issue of provocation to 
the jury. 

There was evidence from po- 
lice officers that (he appellant 
had reported the deceased’s vi- 
olence to her on many occa- 
sions, and that she had made 
four formal complaints. The ap- 
pellant herself had given evi- 
dence of the suffering she had 
endured at the hands of the de- 
ceased over about IS months 
prior to the killing. 

Helena Kennedy iJC and Jbu/ Tay- 
lor (assisted by die Registrar <rf Crim- 
inal Appeals I for the appellant; 


Stephen Riontan QC (Cremv Pnae- 
cution Scnm J for the Crown. 


Lord Justice Rose said that the 
court had been invited to ad- 
mit in evidence, under the 
provisions of section 23 of the 
Criminal Appeal Act 1968. as 
amended, the reports of two 
psychiatrists provided since 
the trial. 

The substance of the sub- 
mission made on the appel- 
lant's behalf was that it was 
not until 1994 that battered 
women's syndrome had been 
included in the standard 
British classification of mental 
diseases. 

In consequence, at the time 
of the appellant's trial in 
1992, it was not a condition 
which would readily have 
been considered by practising 


British psychiatrists, save l he 
relatively small number who 


number who 


had a particular experience 
and expertise in relation to 


and expertise in relation to 
that condition. Battered 
women’s syndrome was a vari- 
ant of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

The essence of the case now 
sought to be made on the be- 
half of (he appellant on the 
basis of the psychiatric reports 
was lhaL at (he time of the 
killing, her history and ail ihc 
attendant circumstances had 
given rise to the existence rf 
battered women's svtidrome. 


which was capable of founding 
diminished responsibility for 
the killing in accordance’ with 
the provisions of section 2 of 
the Homicide Act 1957. 

The Crown had relied upon 
the evidence of another psy- 
chiatrist dated 13 February 
1997. It was to be noted dial he 
had given reports to the de- 
fence at the time of the trial in 
relation lo the appellant’s men- 
ial condition which had ex- 
cluded the possibility of 
diminished responsbilitv as a 
defence. 

His present view was that al- 
though a diagnosis of battered 
women's syndrome could he 
made in the appellants case, in 
the light of what she had told 
him at the time of the trial, her 
sympiomswere not of a degree 
which would give rise lo an ab- 
normality of mind such as 
could sustain a defence of di- 
minished responsibility. 

Counsel for ihe Crown had 
resisted the admission hv the 
court of the evidence relied on 
ly the appellant on the basis 
that although ii satisfied the 
conditions as to capacity for be- 
lief. that it might. a 'ff 0rd a 
ground for allowing the 
appeal, and that ii would have 
been admissible at the trial, it 
loll foul of the provisions of 
section 23l2)(d) of the Crimi- 
nal Appeal Act 1968 in that no 
reasonable explanation for 


the failure to adduce the 
evidence at the original trial 
had been advanced to the 
court. 

He had made that submis- 
sion on ihe basis that the re- 
ports relied on by the appellant 
were wholly retrospective, 
had been obtained long after 
the trial, and depended upon 
the unquestioned acceptance 
of ihe account of events given 
to the two doctors by the 
appellam. 

In the light of the submis- 
sions made the court had ruled 


that it would be proper to re- 
ceive in evidence the current re- 


ceive in evidence the current re- 
ports from the doctors put 
forward bv both the appellant 


forward by both the appellant 
and the Crown. The court had 
considered that material, tak- 
ing the view that it was a mat- 
ter of significance that battered 
women’s syndrome was not 
part of the British classification 
until 1994. Even at the time of 
the trial, battered women’s 
svndrome was by no means un- 
known. Indeed, it had been re- 
ferred to in R v AMuwalia 
[ 1992] 4 AJI ER 889, which was 
tried m 1991 

In the light of the court’s re- 
ceipt of that evidence counsel 
for the Crown had not sought 
to say that the verdict of the 
jury in the present case could 
be regarded as safe. Accord- 
ingly the appeal would be al- 
lowed and the conviction 
quashed, but (he appellant 
would be re-tried. 
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Literary prizes: you just can’t put them down 





Tw*ClS? e0ran ® e 

J- awarded this week u?th" 0 ^ n ’ 
dian writer Anne MJ^Ko t ? e Cana- 

been shortlisted fo^ pr £ foJX eh?* 
sponsorship 0 f the artThi I th ? *** 

. • There are now more than of con «nittees of th 

- pnzes in the British Isies, nearfv ^ terar y (Luwies Section), i 
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the home of democracy ticks “yes”. If 
we tried a similar scheme in the UK for 
public binding of the arts, the response 
would probably be about the same. 

So the Arts Council built an edifice 
of the Great and Good 
, . informed by an un- 
stable mix of backward-looking tradi- 
tionalism and fashion-prone radicalism, 
on the vacuum where popular support 
should have been. But many in the arts 
resisted the advent of big-league busi- 
ness sponsorship on the grounds that it 
would be worse. It was the thin end of 
the wedge, it was argued Companies 
would only support “safe'’ and unad- 



venturous work, then they would tiy to 
censor what they sponsored. The next 
decades before’that^fr^ Hamlet coming on stage 

ties to the mid-Eiohritc th* m ^“ Slx ' with the sponsor’s name on the back of 
used to the idea that the S ?J jacket, or adding the words, 

have a role in funding new work Wki 1 ! Broujilrt f° ^ Bi S co Interna- tape-recorded discussion, for which 

was seen as worthwhile was nfw, tl0 ”^ to the end of his soliloquies. they each received £50 in a brown enve- 

~rdal oppositional. e^SSS: 
tal, and respectable businesses would 


ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EM SDL 
TELEPHONE 0171-293 2000 / 0171-345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435 / 0171 -345 2435 


?hP associated with it, ran 

s- . of J* oughl - So the taxpayer 

1 : should pay fo r what was deemed nec- 

. S®? 1 * for society’s cultural health, as 

’ rf the vast majority of taxpayers would 

: te/ynpathetic or even interested. 

— Q k!! the V™ ted States > taxpayers tick 
^ ™ uaI tax return if they 

; flunk S3 of their taxes should go to pay 

5 5u i h T C e 5 don “"tpaigns of presi- 

denhal candidates. Hardly anybody in 


It has not happened. In the theatre lope, were they told the name of the 
and opera particularly, sponsorship client, which was thinking of sponsor- 
has been the kiss of life, and on the ingyet another cultural prize. 

Other companies have not handled 
their public relations so forcefully. The 
NCR non-fiction prize last month 
descended into such farce that it is hard 
to think that anyone would want to buy 
a cash register from the company, let 
alone buy a book with the “NCR 
prizewinner” flash. The company admit- 
ted paying professional readers to sift 
through entries so that judges would only 
be asked to do a little light reading. 


whole tastefully done. Arts sponsorship 
is big business, and big companies 
clearly think it is good for business. 

It is in the literary field that it all 
seems to be getting out of hand. Every 
big-name company seems to want its 
big name on a prize. One group of arts 
journalists was recently invited to dis- 
cuss the subject by a public relations 
company carrying out research for a 
British multinational. Only after their 


Some companies have been keen to 
take their names off prizes. The Orange 
prize was originally sponsored by Mit- 
subishi, which pulled our after Simon 
Jenkins bad a go at female separatism 
in a Times column (the actual £30,000 
prize money comes from an elderly 
anonymous donor in the US). And 
some prizes have failed to generate any 
publicity. The 1MPAC literary prize is 
the richest in Europe, worth £100,000, 
but no one has heard of it- mainl y, it 
seems, because the American manage- 
ment services company bases its Euro- 
pean operation in Dublin. It was won 
this year by a Spaniard, Javier Marias. 


Literary prizes have been devalued as 
credible judges are spread ever more 
thinl y over the ground There are tales 
of judges failing to take competitions 
seriously, of corruption, croneyism and 
hype. Prizes have become dates in a 
social "season”; rather than tests of 
literary merit 

So there is a good case for calling a 
halt to the circus. But before donning 
the hair shirt, let us remember that not 
everything ridiculous should be banned 
At least these dinners give budding 
authors the chance to get out a little and 
rub shoulders with brewers, mobile- 
phone operators and agrochemical 
manufacturers in the real world. 

But there is also a natural law about 
these things. Public and journalistic 
interest in the prizes caravan will sub- 
side, and wbat will remain will be the 
few prizes of real literary value. The 
Booker, founded in 1969 and strongly 
promoted for many years by Sir 
Michael Caine, Emma Nicholson's 
husband, certainly widens the appeal of 
new literature. The Whitbread prize, 
almost as long-established has well- 
respected category awards for fiction, 
first novels, children’s books, poetry 
and biography. These are worthwhile 
prizes because they persuade large 
numbers of people to read good books. 

Businesses will also go on finding new 
ways of sponsoring new art. It may seem 
strange, but putting a David Hockney 
painting on the tail of a British Airways 


747 is one way of bringing modem art 
to a wider audience. 

Historically, arts patronage has always 
Reen a job for the private sector. Pub- 
t should primarily be devoted 

to me arts that command public support 
( me people's money for the people’s 
E~. M Labors Lottery slogan 
nas it). Of course, BA is unlikelv to dis- 
coverand promote talented new artists, 
out Charles Saalchi, Vivien Duffield and 
the Sainsbury family can do that. Busi- 
ness sponsorship, meanwhile, will bring 

gpod authors and artists to the attention 
or millions whomight otherwise be inat- 
tentive. So let them all have prizes. 

Research on a 
sticky wicket 

L atest instalment from the Centre 
for Wishftii Thinking Studies: a life- 
time of “persistent, moderately heavy” 
alcohol consumption does not impair 
cognitive performance, according to 
new research. Well, the research was 
conducted among Australians. We 
wateb rheir soaps, we drink their beers, 
and it s never done us any harm. Our 
brains are in the same pristine condi- 
tion as they ever were. Although we did 
have a fimny hallucination veslerday, 
when we imagined that England were 
thrashing Australia at cricket. 
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Patent law 
moving in on 
human genes 

3 n cor % Sir - Charles Arthur (“The mouse 
u lhal roared”, 4 June) omitted to 

mention that under the proposed 
directive on life patents currently 
before the European Parliament, 
both the baby blood case and the 
Japanese transgenic mouse would be 
condoned by EU legislators. Despite 
much controversy over this directive, 
already rejected once by MEPS in 
1995. the European Commission is 
seeking to extend patent law into an 
.. .. area where il has no place. 

Human genes anti cells, 
transgenic animals, genetically 
\Scf- engineered plants and seeds would 
all be treated as basic raw materials 
for the gene technology industry to 
exploit, protected from 
competition by the monopoly 
rights granted by industrial patent 
law. The TRIPS/GATT agreement 

# permits the exclusion of patents on 
animals and plants, but the 
Commission and the biotech 
industry have chosen to ignore this. 

Nobody wants to prevent 
genuine medical research, but 
granting patents on living material 
is not the way forward. In addition 
to ethica I, philosophies 1 or 
religious objections to commercial 
claims to have invented “new 
nature”, there are serious doubts as 
to whether such research is actively 
promoted under the patent system. 
Although there is an inbuilt 
exemption from paying royalties on 
“pure" research, any “applied” 

research or application of the 

patented technology (and the living 
material which would be covered 
by the patent) requires the paid 

consent of the patentee. In the 
past, pure research was the 
preserve of academics. Tbday both 
pure and applied research tend to 
be in the hands of corporate 
.;_ 5 * scientists and genetic engineers. 

^ Their employers are reluctant to 
develop and market new products 
unless they are protected from 
competition and can avoid 
expensive patent infringement 
Urination. There are, however, 
alternative forms of reward, such as 

Orphan Drugs protection, which 

have not been adequately explored. 

The Green Group is arguing for 
the exclusion from patentability of 
Iivine organisms whilst retaining 
protfciionand reward for genome 
innovations which may. ma ^^ ° f 
genetic knowledge. This appears to 
us to be a practical and common- 
sense dividing line. 

NlfALA AHERN MEP 
The Green Group 
European Parliament 
Brussels 

Sir 1 note with inter** your report 

Research Fund is support™® 
major research programme at the 
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a part of a national network of banks. 
There is a further probable benefit in 
that stem cells from a newborn infant 
(which are immunologically naive) 
may not require such exact matching 
with the recipient as those from an 
adult donor. 

It would be unfortunate if 
commercial considerations were to 
block the potential benefits of 
these new therapeutic options. The 
Leukaemia Research Rind, along 
with other interested parties, hopes 
for a vigorous public debate. 

KEN CAMPBELL 
Information Officer 
Leukaemia Research Fund 
London WC1 

Legal revenge an 

affront to victims 

Sir: Mary Dejevsky (“Americans 
seek head of public enemy number 
one", 4 June) courageously 
describes as “distasteful the 

euphoria after the jury's verdicts in 
the McVeigh trial 

What is more distasteful is the 
bloodthirsty procedure described 
in Jack O’Sullivan’s artlcte 
(“Wanted: but dead or ahvel ,4 
June) whereby survivors ana 
victims’ relatives will provide 
evidence to the jurym support of 
the death penalty. ISat they and 
prosecution lawyers should be 
planning to use film arid 
photographs of victims (Bayfee 
Almon’s “first and only birthday 
narty”) is an affront to their 
memories and presupposes their 

^^puriSnKm should fit the 
crime, not the theatrical tricks of 
lawyers and the revenge sought by 
understandably distraught (and 
unobjective) victims and relatives. 


We can only hope that Jack 
Straw will reverse the populist and 
vindictive tread injudicial 
proceedings and concentrate on 
measures which will restore 
confidence in an efficient and 
impartial judicial system, where 
criminals are caught, prosecuted 
and punished by the state. Victims 
neea compassion and, in certain 
circumstances, counselling and 
compensation: they should be 
neither asked nor allowed to get 
involved in sentencing. 

MICHAEL VARCOB-COCKS 
London W6 

Sir. Jack O'Sullivan’s phrase “the 
more limited Biblical lines of an 
eye for an eye” requires some 
modification. 

There is a progression of thought 
in both Old and New Testaments 
away from the idea of vengeance 
towards the original concept that 
retribution belongs Only to God, as 
stated in Genesis 4, 15/16: “The 
Lord set a mark upon Cain that no 
man should touch him.” There was 

a fall away from this principle in the 

Song of Lamech (Gen. 4. 24) - 

vengeance is now to be seventy 

times seven. The Mosaic principle 
of an eye for an eye (one for one) 
goes some way back towards the 
original concept- The New 
Testament gives the judgement of 
Jesus: “You have heard that they 
were told an eye for an eye, a tooth 
for a tooth: what I tell you is this, 
do not resist those who wrong you 
...” (Matthew 5, 38). 

Both Jewish and Christian 
tradition argue that to demand 
retribution is lo risk usurping wbat is 


the prerogative of the Creator alone. 
The Rev J STRONG 
Wmchcombe, Gloucestershire 

Sir Timothy McVeigh “a patriot 
with a cause” set off his bomb in 
Oklahoma because he wanted to 
overthrow the American 
government. A political act. 

Had he escaped to Ireland would 
the Irish government have refused 
to extradite him? And, considering 
its antagonism to the repatriation 
of IRA suspects, what response 
would America have expected from 
the UK if he’d arrived here? 

KEVIN LAFFAN 
London SW19 


Funding patients 

Sir: Owe Farr (letter, 4 June) fails 
to see the essential difference 
between the old schemes for 
assisting in the development of 
GPs' premises and the new one 
connected with fond-holding. 

With the old schemes there was no 
direct conflict of interest with patient 
care. With fund-holders there is. as 
Dr Markus pomled out (letter, 28 
May), for if a fond-holding practice 
can reduce the money it spends on 
the care of its patients, !t can divert 
that money into the improvement 
(and therefore the value) of jjrrratdy 
owned practice premises. This is 
bound to lead to theaispkaon that 
patients may be deprived of care so 

that GPs can profit This potential 
conflict of interest should not be 
allowed to persist. 

Dr IRVINE LOUDON 
Wantage, Oxfordshire 


Poverty and the 
two-wage family 

Sir New Labour has been high on 
rhetoric about poverty (“Blair’s 
pledge to the dark estates”, 3 
June). We have heard the statistics 
before. We wonder what are the 
solutions. 

The tax and benefit systems 
conspire to discourage working at 
the lowest levels of earnings. If a 
typical family receives about £200 
per week in social security, an offer 
of a job of 40 hours a week at £4 per 
hour, less tax of about £12 per week 
and expenses connected with 
working does not seem attractive. 

It may be better to change the 
tax and benefit system than to 
expect a minimum wage to cover 
the cost of a family. It is becoming 
ever more difficult for 
breadwinners, married or single, to 
provide fora family. There are 
many families with no jobs or two 
jobs and fewer with one job. Society 
is geared to the two-eamer family. 

A way must be found to enable 
breadwinners to support their 
families. Let us hope Frank Held 
will provide a concrete approach. 
FRANCES SAVIN 
Fuff Tone Mothers 
Ingatestone, Essex 

Sin It is clear from comparative 
research that the UK has the lowest 
proportion of single parents in full- 
time work because it has the most 
expensive childcare and the 
steepest rate of withdrawal of 
benefit as people come into work. 
Until these bottlenecks are opened. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax 0171-293 2056; 
e-mail: letters@independenLcouk. E-mail correspondents are asked to gfae a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. We regntf we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


encouraging single parents to 
return to work, we will be 
squeezing the toothpaste tube 
without taking the top off. 

Earl RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
spokesman 
House of Lords 
London SW1 

Sir In detailing some of the 
changes in the workforce in recent 
years, Diane Coyle writes of the 
“fact that one in five households 
does not have anybody in work” 
and claims that this includes 
“pensioner households” (“Working 
towards secu rejobs” . 29 May). 

The one-in-nve figure relates, in 
fact, specifically to non-pensioner 
households. For the UK the 
number of non-pensioner 
households with no working 
member is around 3.4 milli on. The 
□umber of non-pensioner 
households is 16.9miliion (out of a 
total of 22,4 million), giving the 20 
per cent figure. 

PAUL ASHTON 
Eastbourne, East Sussex 


Our Chechnya 

Sir. Your map (Analysis, 30 May) 
shows Chechnya as an independent 
state on the borders of Russia 
alongside such countries as 
Georgia, Armenia and Ukraine. 
The Chechen Republic is an 
integral part of the Russian 
Federation, the modality of status 
of which will be determined tty the 
Federal Centre and the Chechen 
government by negotiations within 
the next five years. 

GUERMAN GVENTSADZE 
Chargt* d’Affairs 

Embassy af i the Russian Federation 
London W8 


The arts need a 
new strategy 

Sin Polly Toynbee's interview with 
the new Heritage Secretary, Chris 
Smith. (3 June) indicates the winds 
of change sweeping through the 
Deportment of National Heritage. 
Chris Smith's wish to encourage 
Lottery funds distributors to set 
their own coherent strategy is very 
welcome. The ad hoc nature of the 
present system where projects can 
only be initiated by the applicants is 
in desperate need of revision. 

But might 1 suggest a more 
radical approach? The Lottery, for 
good or ill, has transformed the 
cultural landscape, but has not 
been put into the context of 
priorities or needs. Britain's 
funding system is a laudable 
patchwork, but inevitably much is 
duplicated, short-term and 
incoherent. The previous 
government did not accept the 
need for a cultural strategy. A 
review of the whole funding system 
for Britain's culture is long 
overdue. 

We owe il to ourselves and 
future generations to look at what 
we want as a nation and then find 
ways of properly funding it for 
posterity. 

COUN TWEEDY 
Director General 
| Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts 
London SE1 


Councillors are 
good value 

Sir Your item on councillors’ pay 
(“Councillors' pay rises by a third", 
21 May) referred to Birmingham's 
spending on allowances for its 1 17 
elected counrihors. 

The new regulations were, in the 
Conservative government's own 
words, designed to “encourage 


ckgrounds, experience and skills 
to serve as councillors” and to 
“allow local authorities lo give 
more adequate remuneration to 
those councillors with special 
responsibilities". 

The total expenditure on 
councillors ' allowances actually 
represents less than 0.04 per cent of 
the gross expenditure of Britain's 
largest local authority. Payments 
equate to around £25 per day per 
councillor or just over £1 per 
elector per year - looked aL either 
way this represents extremely good 
value and a small price to pay for 
the maintenance of local 
democracy. 

MICHAEL LYONS 
Chief Executive 
Birmingham City Council 


Sad tradition 

Sin Female “circumcision" has 
been practised for thousands of 
years, sad testimony that the 
existence of the clitoris is an 
ancient part of folk knowledge in 
much of Asia and Africa. Mateo 
Colon’s main claim to fame (“The 
anatomy of desire", 3 JmK j is that 
he anticipated Harvey by 
discovering the pulmonary 
circulation of the blood. 

PJ STEWART 
Oxford 

Maggot in brain 

Sir What’s this about earworms 
(Letters, 3, 5 June)? The term for 
that annoying tune embedded in 
your brain is “maggot”. Hence all 
those Elizabethan pieces with titles 
like “Captain Johnson's Maggot". 
JOHN SMUKTHWAITE 
Leeds 
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Why do women in Liverpool care so deeply 
about British arms exports to Indonesia? 
Paul Yallely meets a group which has 
vowed to pursue direct action until Labour’s 
new ethical foreign policy bans the trade 


«TT 

group of women in the room 
I I intensifies. On the TV screen 
-JL JL. in the corner of the room 
appears the gaunt figure of Alfredo. The cam- 
era lingers over his painful frame as he recounts 
how he was tortured: cigarette burns, fingernails 
pulled out, and a table leg rubbed up shins until 
(he bones came through. Then he was shot four 
times. Miraculously he survived, but his body 
carries the cruel marks. 

“It makes me ashamed to be British," says 
Eileen Laing afterwards. Costa is a refugee in 
his early twenties, from the tiny island of East 
Timor in the Indonesian archipelago. Eileen is 
a grandmother from the parish of St Michael’s 
in Liverpool. Theirs is a curious alliance, but one 
so singular that last year's winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Peace. Bishop Carlos Belo, who is in 
London this weekend to deliver the Millennium 
Lecture of the Quholic aid agency, Cafod, is to 
make a special journey to Liverpool to meet 
Eileen and her friends. 

A group of them are in the room to watch the 
TV programme - a World in Action expose of 
British arms exports to Indonesia, the country 


e’s a friend of mine," says 
Costa. The silence of the 


creeps in their wake. The rest are terrorised by 
the occupying army, displaced from the land, 
their Tetum language and culture suppressed, 
their women raped and forced to undergo ster- 
ilisation as part of a systematic attempt to wipe 
out the Timorese and replace them with Indon- 
esian migrants. The territorial waters around the 
island, you see, are rich in oil. 

All this has been carried out with die aid of 
British arms, many of them made just up the 
road at the British Aerospace factory at Warton 
in Lancashire. It was there that, last year, four 
women sneaked into the grounds and, armed 
only with hammers, smashed up a Hawk jet des- 
tined for Indonesia. Other British firms have also 
sent armoured vehicles and water cannons- and 
Bramshill Police College has, on the aid budget, 
trained the security forces of President Suharto 
to use riot-control techniques to keep his regime 
in power. 

Indonesia has one of the worst human rights 
records in the world. Arbitrary detention and 
torture are part of daily life, according to 
Amnesty International. Disappearances remain 
uninvestigated, and there has been no recrim- 
ination even for the Santa Cruz massacre in 
1991, when troops fired on mourners at a polit- 


that has illegally occupied East Timor for 23 
years. East Timor is one of those causes which 


years. East Timor is one of those causes which 
the New Right used to deride as an example of 
the marginal daftness of the chattering classes, 
the kind of thing Harold Pinter used to write to 
The Guardian about But there is nothing of that 
about Eileen and her friends, respectable 
middle-aged ladies in sensible flowery frocks and 
light summer cardigans. Some of them are more 
than middle-aged. Mollie is in her eighties, but 
refuses to tell anyone exactly how old she is. 

Stitt, she remembers when her home town was 
bombed, during the Second World War. At a ser- 
vice held in the bombed-out church of St Luke's 
- which stands as a memorial to the Nazi blitz- 
ing of Liverpool - she told the others what it was 
like to be attacked by aircraft It was a sobering 
connection, for they were gathered to march on 
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Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy. 

FOLK ACID is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of 40tJmcg folk _ 


--- add, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy. 

Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding. 

So, if you're already pregnant, or could 

be soon, start with Pregnacare 

right now. . * 



Vregnacare \ 

'ONE-A-DAY CAPSULES { 



Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnancy 


Available from Boots stores. Teen. Supertfrug, cftemisa 
heatti food sores and Holland & Bams*. 
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the city's law courts in a protest over the sale of 
40 British Hawk attack aircraft, which the East 
Timorese say have been used to relentlessly 
bomb and strafe tens of thousands of villagers 
from their homes. British Aerospace, which 
makes the planes, vehemently denies this; it must 
be some other aircraft. But among Mottle's party 
is another East Timorese refugee, Lopes, who 
tells of the many occasions he has seen the 
Hawks in action with his own eyes. There is no 
doubt whom the women of Liverpool believe. 

It is not just the Hawks. Britain is now the 
single most important supplier of arms to the 
regime in Indonesia, which is responsible for the 
worst genocide since the Nazi Holocaust A third 
of the population of East Timor - 260.000 people 
- have been slaughtered by the Indonesian 
army’s killing squads, or by the famine that 


ical funeral and killed more than 2 S 0 people. 

So New Labour’s announcement that ethics 
are to form a plank in its foreign policy has 
turned all eyes on Indonesia, which constitutes 
the strongest case for a change in Britain's pol- 
icy. Which is why the women of Liverpool are 
concerned at reports filtering out from the For- 
eign Office that export licences issued under the 
Tories last December were not to be revoked, 
permitting seven armoured water cannons, 17 
armoured vehicles and 16 new Hawk jets to be 
exported to the regime. 

There are East Timor support groups all over 
the UK but it was the trial that involved Eileen 
and her fellow parishioners at St Michael’s, near 
the Anfield district of the city. The four women 
who smashed up the Hawk jet could not be tried 
at Preston Crown Court. The Ribble valley 
which surrounds it is the heartland of the 
British arms industry. Some 77,000 
jobs there are directly arms-related, 
to say nothing of the subsidiaries and 
service industries that depend upon 
them. To secure an unbiased jury, the 
hearing was transferred to Liverpool. 

The trial brought a sea change. 

“Before then, it felt as if we were 
pushing uphill, but now it bas a total 
momentum of its own," says Joanna 
Wilson, a former Sunday school 
teacher who was one of the four 
women who were dramatically 
acquitted at the end of the trial, after 
the juiy accepted their contention 
that their action was a last recourse 
against what the UN has officially branded as 
genocide. “In the six weeks before the trial things 
really mushroomed. Peace groups, church 
groups, womens groups, youth groups, political 
groups and trade unionists came together. 
Ordinary people were talking in pubs about 
something happening across the other side of 
the world." 


Some 60 of them routinely hold vigils of silent 
prayer outside the factory at Warton where eight 
of them, including the parish priest and four 
Timorese refugees, were arrested after climb- 
ing the fence to hold an Easter liturgy at the end 
of regular Lenten vigils outside the gates. 

“Twelve months ago we didn’t know where 
East Timor was," says one of the women. 
Rachel Mulrooney. 

“We have changed. Look at that general" she 
adds, referring to the Indonesian front-man who 
had tried to defend the regime's actions on the 
TV programme. “He's living an illusion. We 
were living it too, we were encouraged to," she 
says of the arms industry which dominates the 
North-west. “It may seem naive, but I think basi- 
cally people are decent - if they know about it 
they wfl] insist on something being done. That's 
what happened to us." 


ever before; total exports to Indonesia from the 
EU were $4.1bn in 1990, and by 1994 had risen 
to S5.7bn. It’s a growing and significant market- 
place. No wonder the Asia desk at the Fbreign 
Office is closely DTI-linked, and is particularly 
unresponsive Lo lobbying by human rights 
groups. 



TWo Timorese refugees have come to live with 
the residential Catholic community which bas 
been set up in Fr Fitz’s sprawling Victorian pres- 


bytery. Both Ermenegildo Lopes and Moises da 
Costa escaped from the Indonesian array and 


A t St Michael's RC church the parish 
priest, Fr Arthur Fitzgerald, began to 
mention the subject in his homilies. Soon 
after, “a group of women in their fifties and six- 
ties who," as Jo Wilson puls it “ had never done 
any campaigny thing before in their lives" 
leafleted the cathedral when the new archbishop 
of Liverpool was being inaugurated. They held 
what the priest calls “silent, persistent, unag- 
gressrve protests" outside the court Since then 
members of the Liverpool protest group have 
been involved in countless meetings, vigils and 
demonstrations, which have included moves to 
gel Liverpool City Council to enter into a twin- 
ning arrangement with the capital of East 
Timor. They have disrupted the British Aero- 
space AGM. and anointed the Department of 
Trade and Industry with dust on Ash Wednes- 
day. This week lhe>’ have pressed MPs to put 
down an carlv dav motion in the Commons. 


Costa escaped from the Indonesian array and 
made their way, via Portugal, to England. “Now 
that Costa and Lopes are with us, East Timor 
isn’t thousands of miles away," says Eileen. “It’s 
here, where they sing songs of their homeland 
and tell stories of their mothers and the fami- 
lies they have left behind. It's heart-breaking." 

But not all hearts are broken. “It’s money," 
says Mollie. “Wc know that from trying to leaflet 
at the factory gates. They just pour past, refus- 
ing our leaflets, as they speed off to their wives, 
their homes, their mortgages. They leave their 
conscience at the door. It’s the money." 

Indeed it is. Britain is the world's second- 
largest arms exporter (after the US) capturing 
a quarter of the world market last year, up from 
16 per cent in 1994 and 19 per cent in 1995. In 
no other export sector is Britain anywhere near 
so successful earning £5bn a year, creating at 
least 120.000 jobs. And Indonesia, the fifth 
biggest country in the world, as an Asian tiger 
economy with oil represents a huge potential 
market for arms and other grnids. It bought 
$201 m of arms from Britain between JUiW and 
1992, and wc are due lo sell more this year lhan 


T hough Indonesia’s annexation of East 
Timor in 1976, two years after it received 
independence from Portugal was as ille- 
gal as Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait or 
General Galtierf s takeover of the Falklands, the 
long-term Fbreign Office attitude is “no change 
in policy until Suharto goes". The fears must be 
that New Labour will not change it, especially 
since Robin Cook must be unwitting to sour rela- 
tions with Fbreign Office mandarins so soon on 
wbat they regard as a peripheral issue. Behind 
the scenes it is said that Cook is 
thinking of a token future ban on 
water cannon, but is less malleable 
on the expensive, high-tech hard- 
ware, especially with new questions 
hanging over British Aerospace’s 
Euro-fighter. And be is unlikely to 
revoke existing licences for fear of 
hefty compensation bills from British 
exporters. Labour did not promise an 
ethical foreign policy, cynical insid- 
ers point out, only “an ethical dimen- 
sion” to it. 

The Liverpool campaigners are 
undaunted. “There's a new mood 
after years of despair," says one of 
the men, Terry Egan. “You've got to move 
quickly, while the air of decency is still new. It's 
an opportunity we’ve never had before. Cook is 
signalling that he is susceptible to pressure. We 
have to exert that before he meets Jose Ramos- 
Horta [Timorese foreign minister-in-exile, and 
Bishop Belo’s fellow Nobel laureate] on July 3.” 
Rachel announces that she will lobby the Prime 
Minister's wife: “I'm going to write to Cberie: 
after all she launched the Cafod campaign 
against land-mines". They discuss plans for a 
march, on the anniversary of the trial, from Liv- 
erpool to ttferton. There may be a campaign, too, 
to persuade the local football clubs, Liverpool 
and Evenon, to boycott companies such as Nike 
and Adidas which manufacture in Indonesia. 

Will all this bring success? “We were doing 
the Old Testament Prophets as part of the syl- 
labus at school recently." says another of the 
group, Julie Currall, an’RE leacher. “What you 
learn from them is that success doesn't matter. 
The work of a prophet is not about seeing 
results: it's about offering an alternative.’' .Aid 
anyway, says Rachel, “it's like throwing in a 
pebble: the ripples spread out. and you may 
touch someone and never know it.” So as long 
as people like Costa are being tortured, the 
women or Liverpool will just keep on going. 
Robin Cook should take note. 
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Camelotfe knights and their legendary profits 

T cxfcn, a brand new table!" cried Sir Bcdivcrc. 

Arthurian tale set in the “Wc have done good, yes, but 
Court of Camelut. wc have done well hv dome 


Israel is 

Cockl 


T odicn; a brand new 

Arthurian tale set in the 
Court of Camelut. 

It was evening: and the 
Knights of the Round Tabic 
were* gathering in Camclot at 
King Anhur's behest for one 
of their regular assemblies at 
which challenges: could be 
made, calls for help discussed 
and policy changes mooted. 

King Arthur looked round 
the table at his trusty hand of 
warriors and wanna] to think 
that so many good men were 
at >us side. Some soils were 
empty, because there were 
ahva\y some knights off on 
missions or looking for the 
Holy Grail. Originally they 
had looked for danger onty 
once a week. Now it was twice 
a week. It made more sense. 

_ He struck the table for 
silence. 

"My noble knights," he 
said. “It has been another 
excellent season of rescue and 
personal combat We hove 
helped many people in their 
hour of need, even if we have 
nol always had thank-vou 
letters from them." 

Everyone laughed. One 
always laughs at a king's jokes. 

“But there have been 
complaints.** 

“Not from anyone at this 


table!" cried Sir Bcdivcrc. 
“We have done good, yes, but 
wc have done well by doing 
good!" 

More laughter. 

"Too well, perhaps," said 
King Arthur. “There have 
been many complaints that 
we at Camelnl are making 
loo much money." 

“Too much money ?" said 
Sir Kay. “But we are poor 
knights! We make no money! 
All wc have is our armour, 
our horse and our squire!" 

“And nothing else?" said 
the king. “No other assets? 
What of your new castle? 
What of your land in 
Mercia? What of your gold 
and silver? What of your 
jewels in your wife's name? 
What of your ..." 

"Ah, that,” said Sir Kay. 
•’Well, that is all put away for 
a rainy day. Nothing to do 
with rash flow." 

"And where did it come 
from, O poor knight?" said 
King Arthur. “Where did you 
possibly find the money? Just 
by rescuing damsels and 
slaying dragons?" 

“There has been the odd 



Miles 

Kington 


helped. Dragons tend to leave 
hoards. If jewels were offered, 
or were lying around. 1 was 
nol so ungraieful as to leave 
them there." 

“In i u her words, you have 
awarded yourselves a kings 
bonus!" chortled Sir 
Lcodegrance. “But then, to 
have wc all!" 


“And for good reason," put 
in Sir Lancelot. “It is an 


reward," stud Sir Kay. vaguely. 
“1 have levied the odd 


commission. I haw accepted 
gifts from people 1 have 


expensive business, running 
Camclot. We have lo make 
sure our running expenses 
are covered." 

“Running expenses. Sir 
Lancelot?" 

‘Travel, equipment, fond. 


entertainment ... all the little 
basics." 

“Travel far. do you. Sir 
Lancelot?" inquired Sir 
Bulan, slyly. There was a 
laugh. Everyone knew that Sir 
Lancelot was gone for 
mon(hs on end, usually to 
sunny countries. “Nol enough 
distressed damsels for vou 
here in the British Isles?" 

“Haw to look for the Holy 
Grail." said Lancelot, stiffly.' 
“Have to look for it all over 
the place. Not likely lo be in 
Basingstoke, is it? More likclv 
the Middle East." 

“And what do you do when 
you need money,' Sir 
Lancelot?" said King Arthur. 
“We agreed when we started 
the Table that if in need, we 
would pray to God and He 
would provide." 

"And so 1 sull do," said 
Lancelot hotly. “I pray to God 
for help. And I hear Gods 
voice. And it says to me ..." 

"Take all the treasure you 
can lay your hands on.” said 
Kay. More laughter. 

“Something like that," 
confessed Lancelot. 

"Well." said King Arthur, 
“the voice of God came to me 
last night via Merlin and it 
said that if we don't slop 
making excess money or don't 


consider giving it away, He 
might reallocate the Round 
Table franchise elsewhere." 

After cries of horror, they 
got down to some hard 
paperwork and found that 
God's calculations were 
pretty accurate. The Round 
Table had assets in excess of 
40.000,000 gold sovereigns. 

“Any ideas?" invited King 
Arthur. “For making less 
money, that is." 

“Give it away?" suggested 
one knight 

"Hold a huge party?” said 1 
another. 

“Rebuild Camelot twice 
the size? ... Build a scries of 
wide roads to improve the 
infrastructure for knigfatiy 
activity? ... Fund research 
into the Black Death? ... 
Moke a bid to host the next 
big international tournament. 
Eurojoust '46?” 

“Go to Jerusalem?" said 
Sir Gawam. 

“Jerusalem?" said the king. 
"For a crusade, you mean?" 

“Certainly not!” said 
Gawain, shocked. “X mean, go 
on a luxury How-Shatt-We- 
Spend-The Camelol-Moncy? 
business seminar. Should get 
rid of some of it." 

The motion was passed 

unanimously. 
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• Just a storm 
in a Whitehall 
teacup 
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m n television viewers ou 

W I Wednesday night were 

jT“- Siv en a rare treat: ihe 
delicious episode of Y«, Prime 
Minister m which Sir 
Humphrey fights to see off 
James Hacker’s solitary polit- 
ical adviser - a battle summed 
up in this exchange between a 
plaintive Prime Minister and 
a soothing Cabinet Secretary: 

Hacker: “I need someone, 

Humphrey, who’s - on my 

SlfiCT i 

Humphrey: “But I’m on 
your side. The whole Civil 
Service is on your side. Six 
hundred and eighty thousand 
of us. Isn’t that enough to be 
going on with?" 

-1 There is just an overtone of 
f this epic struggle in the fracas 

over the recent appointment 
of extra political advisers, 
including Jonathan Powell, 
the new prime minister’s 
Chief of Staff. Jonathan Hfll. 
a former political secretary to 
John Major, complains of 
Tony Blair’s “storm troopers". 

More purist Whitehall watch- 
ers such as Professor Hen- 
nessy murmur the word 
“sleaze". And the idea gets 
about that, what with that 
Aiastair Campbell becoming 
his press secretary. Tony Blair 
is quietly, sinisterlv. “polit- 
icising" the Civil Service. 

That is almost exactly the 
reverse of the truth. He has 
not only been more scrupul- 
ous in dealing with Whitehall 
^Vlhan arguably he need have 
“been. He has also set a precedent which 
should ensure that in future the Civil Ser- 
vice is rather less politicised than it has been 
in recent memory. 

The Blair team had planned for some 
that there should be someone new inside 
No 10. The type of person was described in 
the 19% book by Peter Maodelson and 
Roger Liddle (now a newly recruited mem- 
ber of the beefed-up No 10 Policy Unit) as 
a “ non-mi niste rial political manager inside 
No 10, a ‘straight' player whose job e to bring 
together all the political and non-political 
sources of prime ministerial adwee and 
ensure that the Prime Minister's political 
strategy is kept on track”. . 

That is sensible. Every prime nrinisterhas 
found in the past that there was a problem 
in directing the rest of the government with- 
out a department of his or her own, and with 
the main sources of civil service policy 
locked up within the departments them- 
selves. Powell was the obvious candidate. He 
' T is an ex-diplomat who knows the Whitehall 
machine. Since it was dear that he would 
inevitably subsume some of the traditional 
role of the principal private secretary, there 
was a further question about whether he 
should in fact be the Principal Private Sec- 
retary, who in modern times has been a 
career civil servant. 

Thar idea was strongly, if politely, resisted 
bv Sir Robin Butler, the Cabinet Secretary 
and head of the Civil Service. There was, 
nevertheless, a strong argument in in its 
favour. The PPS has come to be accepted 
in Whitehall as the PM’s main gatekeeper. 
A senior member of John Major's staff had 
been convinced before the election that Pow- 
ell should be made PPS if Labour won. 
Tliere was nothing written down to prevent 
it. In the end, however, the Blair team 
accepted that it would be inappropriate for 
Powell to take responsibility for small but 
sensitive issues such as honours, relations 



with the Opposition, and the 
transition between two 
administrations. What sealed 
the compromise was that it 
seemed to work: it became 
clear that Powell could sit in 
the same office as Alex Allan 

- the outgoing. Grateful 


loving 

admires for the way he 
handled the transition, with- 
out demarcation disputes. 

Powell will nevertheless be 
PPS in all but name. The 
Allan replacement is likely to 
be an easting member of the 
private office staff. And why 
not? Compare the case of his 
brother. Sir Charles Powell - 
who wielded untold power 
on behalf of Margaret 
Thatcher, stayed in his private 
office job much longer than 
normal, and yet was theoret- 
ically supposed to be an inde- 
pendent, utterly non-political 
civil servant. It was perfectly 
sensible, for example, for Sir 
Charles to act as the link 
between Margaret Thatcher 
and the group who prepared 
the Tbiy manifesto for the 
1989 European elections. 
After all, he knew her mind 
on Europe better than any- 
one. Whether it was entirely 
compatible with the purist 
view of a neutral, non-pohtkal 
rivU service, is another matter. 
Campbell and Jonathan Pow- 
ell, by contrast, are set in 
lights for what they are: trans- 
parently political appoint- 
ments, ratified as such by 
Order in Council. 

Sir Robin is an impartial straight dealer, 
if a natural small “c* conservative about the 
machinery of government He has certainly 
bent over backwards to ensure a smooth 
transition. But his over-zealous champions 
should remember that even be has bad a 
hard time ensuring that his multiple role of 
boss of the Civil Service, secretary to the 
Cabinet and the PM’s most senior adviser, 
never strayed out of neutral waters. 

'Whs it so wise, for example, for him to 
cany out those limited inquiries into the 
allegations against Neil Hamilton and 
Jonathan Aitken, rather than insist they be 
done by the Chief Whip? Or to sanction the 
extraordinary spin operation by govern- 
ment press officers after the Scott inquiry? 
By making the political jobs overtly political 
it protects, rather than undermines, the 
party-political neutrality of the Civil Service. 

Blair has gone out of his way, in a mem- 
orandum to Sir Robin, to say how much he 
intends to value robust policy advice from 
the Whitehall mandarins. But he is right to 
beef up the strength of No 10. The electorate 
couldn't care less about the intricacies of an 
overblown Whitehall argument. They will 
care quite a lot if he is thwarted from 
carrying out his mandate by not being able 
to get his way over the departmental bar- 
onies and their ministers, when it matters. 

When Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman 
won the 1906 election, in a landslide now 
routinely compared with 1 May 1997, he 
appointed three private secretaries. One, the 
most junior, was a Treasury official. The 
No 2 had been a working journalist. And the 
principal private secretary, responsible for 
relations with other departments and the 
King, was a man who had stood as a Radi- 
cal parliamentary candidate in the election, 
and would take over Sir Henry’s seat when 
the PM died. 

And no one batted an eyelid. 


Donald 

Macintyre 

The Civil 
Service is 
not about 
to be 

‘politicised’. 
The Prime 
Minister is 
right to 
fight for his 
own team 
in No 10 


High culture? Give me 
Beavis and Butthead 



fry Suzanne Moore 


I 


’ have-seen no more pro- 
foundly depressing sight 
recently than the one I 
witnessed in a bar in 
. California recently. Two 
guys in their mid-forties saun- 
tered over io the juke-box and 
put on Bryan Adams's latest 
hit, “18 till I die” They ordered 
another beer and proceeded to 
sing loudly while punching 
their hands in the air to the 
chorus. Eighteen till they die? 
For maybe three minutes they 
believed it because they wished 
iL I wished they were dead. 

It’s easy enough to talk about 
the dumbing down, the infan- 
tiiisaiion of aD culture, especially 
the uber culture of America. 
Critics get cross because Swan 
Lake is being performed in the 
round, because its purity is lost, 
while others worry that we are 
enthralled to Tiffany and Bianca 
on EastEnders. Channel 5 is yet 
another example of the lower- 
ing of our taste. The tabloidis- 
anon of not just the press but all 
our media causes worry. Even 
Peter Mandelson shedding a 
sacred tear but not one secret on 
telly was enough to prompt a 
Newsnighi discussion. How con- 
fessional should we be? How 
low can we go? 

No one asks why so 
much high- or middle- 
brow culture is so slack, so 
sentimental, so insular, so 
predictable, so ingratiat- 
ing. Every time someone 
like Lisa Jardme, head of 
the Orange Prize jury, 
makes some uncon trover- 
si al remark about prefer- 
ring American to British 


Ballard's novel makes in the 
first place. Yet the general stu- 
pidity of the reaction to Crash 
suggests to me that the dumb- 
ing down of our culture is not 
so much the responsibility of 
consumers but a failure of crit- 
ical will by the sanctimonious 
guardians of our culture. 

Serious film critics have not 
paid much attention to a movie 
which is a study of stupidity, but 
they should have done. Beavis 
and Butthead Do America is one 
of the cleverest films I've seen 
for a long time. Beavis and 
Butthead, products of the 
moronic inferno, have not read 
Jean Baudrillard on America 
because they do not read. 

Yet they are the living 
embodiment of his pro- 
nouncement, “If it is the lack of 
culture that is original, then it 
is the lack of culture oue should 
embrace". Beavis and Butt- 
head, the mutant waste of 
MTV culture, are actually car- 
toons of two adolescent hoys 
who have no relationship to 
anything except TV, videos and 
each other. Let’s not forgeL that 
stupidity was the key to both 
Forrest Gump’s and Ronald 
Reagan’s success. Now these 


Dumbing down is not so 
much the responsibility 
of consumers but a 
failure of critical will by 


similarly divides the worid into 
creeps and arseholes. He is 
described by Roseaxme Barr as 
a racist, a sexist and a homo- 
phobe. He is all these things. 
He is a sewer through which 

every prejudice flows. He can 
also be very funny. I don’t think 
his film is funny because Stern 
is just too desperate to be liked 
But he has his fans. He 
"diss.es” blacks, gays and women 
on a regular basis and yet dur- 
ing the Bush administration, at 
the height of its anti -abortion 
fervour, he advised on air any 
woman who voted for Bush to 
put her vagina in an envelope 
and mail it to the White House, 
as she was giving the govern- 
ment control of her body. 

What saves Stem and Beavis 
and Butthead for me is their 
self-loathing. You laugh and 
loathe with them and at them. 
The British bad boys, the 
Loaded lads, the Men Behav- 
ing Badly are just loo pleased 
with themselves and think they 
are doing OK. Stem complains 
constantly that he is “hung 
like a pimple”. Beavis and 
Butthead never get to score, 
they never get anything. They 
are, as the late, great Frank 
_ Zappa once sang, “the 
slime ooozin c out of your 
TV set". 

They are created out of 
banality but they are 
never as banal as the aver- 
age play, opera, or con- 
cert. Timothy Bowes in his 


the sanctimonious 
guardians of our culture 


Pop goes the culture: (from top) Beavis and Butthead; Jim 
Canny and Howard Stem; and Tiffany and Bianca from 
‘EastEnders’. They are created out of banality but they 
are never as banal as the average play, opera or concert 


turns whose very certainly 
about prescribed cultural 
values should indicate that it is 
time for them to cash in then- 
pension schemes. The reaction 
to Cronenbergs Crash was a 
case in point. The critical lan- 
guage used both to attack and 
defend this film seemed to 
belong to another era. Either it 
was bad because it showed per- 
verted things and therefore the 
audience would be turned into 
perverts, or it was good because 
it was arty, or that great catch- 
all “disturbing". 

Its defenders were keen to 
teO us that a film about sex and 
car crashes was not actually 
erotic but about eroticism. Of 
course Crash is erotic. It has got 
James Spader in it for a start 
The man I sat next to in an 
empty LA cinema found it so 
erotic that he masturbated dur- 
ing the first half of the film. 
Mmd you he also masturbated 
through the ads for hot-dogs, 
popcorn and insurance policies 
so Westminster council should 
also consider banning such 
arousing material. 

Somehow within this critical 
mel£e a film that is seriously 
high culture got turned into low 
culture, its worth delineated by 
its sexiness. Such arousal can 
only lead to audience dissatis- 
faction, one of the points that 


boys have their own movie and 
their creators have given full 
vent to their nihilism. 

The worst thing that could 
possibly happen to them hap- 
pens: their TV gets stolen. 
“This sucks more than any- 
thing has ever sucked before.” 
Their world is severely bipolar. 
Things either suck or are cool. 
Their bearded liberal teacher, 
who strums songs like “Lesbian 
Seagull", catches them trying to 
steal a TV from school. He 
informs them that, “We don’t 
need TV to entertain us". The 
boys snigger “He said anus". 

Now you don’t have to like 
Beavis and Butthead just as you 
don’t have to like Howard 
Stem, who is another American 
Monster and who doesn't even 
have die excuse of being a car- 
toon, but you shouldn't ignore 
them. Stern’s movie Private 
Pans will be released here soon. 
He is the offensive US D J who 


(Verso) argues that 
Beavis and Butthead’s 
assessment of the world is 
from a “perspective bora 

of a refusal to engage ... 

a manifestation of igno- 
rance adopted wilfully for 
pragmatic reasons". The cul- 
ture of stupidity is a strategic 
reaction to the complexity of 
post-modern culture. Its 
promise is the release from arty 
notion of social responsibility. 
That may in itself be a bad 
thing but it is no less escapist 
than the romantic dreams of 
high culture. 

It is also more artful - look 
how so much modern art is 
based on stupid ideas. Our 
reaction to it necessitates a crit- 
ical language that understands 
how clever all this stupid stuff 
is, as well as those who are pre- 
pared to stand up for art and 
culture that is not socially 
responsible. Instead we are 
stuck with an anal critical 
establishment that is so hung 
up on notions of taste that it 
doesn't know the difference 
between what is really cool 
and what ultimately sucks. 
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Israel is gripped by the curse of ’67 

Patrick Cockburn says the poisoned fruits of victory stand in the way of peace 
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entered East Jen^to and OsloTccords! they wffl take whateve^on offer. And 

within a few Israel’s sensational vie- in the short term there is evidence that 

he is proving to be right. Despite the 
furious reaction of Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, to the building of an 
Israeli settlement for 6.500 people at 
Har Horn a, called Jabal Abu Ghneim 
by Pal estinians, protests have fizzled 
out. The Arab states have not reacted 
strongly and the US vetoed two UN 
resolutions condemning Har Homa. 
But in the long term Mr Netan- 
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n 5 June 1967 Israeli soldiers 
I entered East Jerusalem and 
within a few days captured all 
the land to the west of the Jordan 
river, as well as the Smai Peninsula 

from Egypt and 1116 9 01211 Hei£hls 
from The victories were over- 
whelming and intoxicating. . 

Fhr 30 years Israel has been trying 
to absorb" part of its conquests and 

land captured ™ die first mfflulffi of 


dominated its agenda to the exclusion 
of almost everything else. Yossi Beilin, 
the architect of the Oslo accords, 
wrote: “Thus, Israel’s sensational vic- 
tory of 1967 became a curse.” 

It had another effect, which he 
underestimated. For some Israelis the 
Six-Day War was not just a glorious 
victory, but the voice of God. It was 
his command to the Jews to reclaim 
the Land of Israel between the Jordan 
river and the Mediterranean Sea. 
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West Bank. And the lesson of the years 
since 1967 is that Israel’s military 
might is less and less effective in solv- 
ing its political problems. For this 
week also marks an Israeli militaiy 
anniversary which is not being cele- 
brated or even mentioned 
This was the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon 15 years ago. On 4 June 1982 
the Israeli army crossed the border in 
the “Rsace far Galilee ” operation. The 
aim was to destroy the PLO, drive 
Syria out of Lebanon and install a pro- 
Israeli Christian government in Beirut. 
It failed dismally on aD three counts. 
Nor was that the only failure of mili- 
tary power to produce results. Israel 
found that militaiy superiority was not 
enough to deal 
with the Palestinian 
Intifada (uprising) 
in 1987. Last year 
the Grapes of 
Wrath operation, 
the bombardment 
of south Lebanon, 
failed to damage 
the Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

Arabs often 
regard Israel as 
wholly hypocritical 
in demanding spe- 
cial attention to its 
security needs, 
while doing every- 
thing to threaten 
the security of its 
neighbours. But in 
fact Israel is less of 
a regional super- 
power than it looks. 
A long-term result 
of 1967 was to 


increase Israeli dependence on- the 
US. The real shift in the Middle East 
since the Six-Day "War is not the 
growth of Israeli strength so much as 
the predominance of the US. 

At first the Gulf crisis and war 
seemed likely boost the chances of a 
rapprochement between Israel and the 
Arab states. In Saddam Hussein there 
was an enemy whom other And) lead- 
ers hated and feared even more than 
they did Israel. The US also wanted 
to consolidate its Gulf Wir alliance by 
brokering an Arab-Israeli agreement 
President Bush in 1991-92 put serious 
pressure on Israel not to build settle- 
ments, and to negotiate with the 
fblestinians. Unfortunately the US 
position in the Middle East is now so 
strong that the absence of an Israeli- 
Palcstinian agreement does not make 
much difference. Iraq, the only Arab 
state with oD and a. powerful army, 
remains isolated. President Clinton 
learnt too well from the fate of Mr 
Bush in the 1992 election that there 
was a heavy political price to pay for 
offending Israel (Jimmy Carter made 
the same discovery in 1980). 

In announcing its peace proposal 
this week the Israeli government said 
it was half-way between a full return 
to the 1967 borders and a total 
takeover of the Land of Israel. That 
apparently means returning 40 per 
cent of the West Bank. Israeli settle- 
ments will stay. As a peace proposal 
it has the disadvantage of not pro- 
ducing peace. The confrontation 
between Israel and Palestinians on the 
West Bank and in Gaza which has 
raged since the Six-Day Whr will be 
institutionalised. The curse of Israel's 
1967 victory retains its power. 
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Broken down - miles from home 
and about to test GEM RECOVERY Now read on... 


gem recovery is the most 
comprehensive, flexible and 
economical breakdown scheme 
available today. Da vuu qualify?* 

What it does 

Everything you need - fast! 

A call to our freephone 24 
hour Helpline and well get an 
authorised garage (usually 
within 35 minutes) 10 fix your 
car and well refund the labour 
cost. Or, if necessary, well 
cover the total cost of recovery 
to any address in the uk. 

Alternatively well pay for road 
or rail travel (return), and even 


emergency hold accommodation 
overnight for you and all your 
passengers. Beal that! 

What it costs 

A special introductory offer for 
the all-inclusive price of £ 36.50 
(normally £41.50) gives you full 
membership of this superb 

Recovery Scheme. 

find out more 

Call: 0645 645505 (local rate) 
now. You will discover that our 
members don’t have to rely on 
luck. They have the wisdom 
that comes with experience. 


Compare these prices Car rimHir cover 
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for Railtrack 






Michael Harrison 


The raH regulator, John Swift, 
yesterday launched a fresh at- 
tack on Railtrack, criti cisin g 
its investment record and 
launching a review of up to 
£300m of public subsidies the 
company receives. 

The broadside came as Rail- 
track. which runs the country’s 
rail network, announced a 27 


per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits last year to £34om and 
mounted a vigorous defence of 
its £16bn investment pro- 
gramme in new track, signallin g 
and stations. 

In a surprise statement, Mr 
Swift said there was still “a very 
long way to go" for Railtrack to 
deliver on its investment oblig- 
ations. He also announced a re- 
view of the money Railtrack 
receives under its performance 
incentive regime to establish 
whether shareholders were ben- 


efiting disproportionately. Mr 
Swift said Railtrack had al- 


ready made £87m more than 
was assumed when it was pri- 
vatised a year ago. 

Railtrack shares fell back 
following Mr Swift’s statement 
on fears the company was fac- 
ing a much tougher regulatory 
environment, although they still 
ended the day 13.5p up at 65Sp. 

Earlier John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Secretary of State for Transport 
and the Environment, criticised 
Rail track's profits, saying: “I do 
not think that is a good deal for 
the taxpayer." 


The company reacted angrily 
to the twin attack on its profits 
and investment record. Sir Bab 
Horton, chairman, said: “I do 
not think we are making too 
much money. I think we are be- 
ing just about adequately re- 
warded for the capita], both in 
terms of intellectual capital 
and physical capital, that we are 
putting into the business. It is 
quite unreasonable to expea us 
to get up and modernise every 
single station in this country 
overnight. We are getting on 
with that as fast as we can." 

John Edmonds, chief execu- 
tive, said later that Railtrack 
could go to the Monopolies & 
Mergers Commission or seek a 
judicial review if the regulator 
sought to reduce the amount of 
access charges it received from 
the passenger franchises. 

At issue are the supplemen- 
tary charges Railtrack is al- 
lowed to levy on train operators 
to cover its'eosts if its perfor- 
mance falls below set levels or 
it incurs extra costs because of 
bad weather. The charges 
amount to £300m over the six 
years to 2001. Last year Rail- 
track received £93m which, af- 
ter payments to suppliers and 
provisions for severe weather, 
netted it a £26 m profit. 

Mr Edmonds said that if the 
supplementary charges ceased 


tor's comments on Rail track's 
investment record. 

Mr Swift said Railtrack’s 
record profits showed it had the 
funds to invest in the network 
but it had a very long way to go 
to make good the £400m back- 
log on property spending and 
the £277m shortfall on track and 
structure renewals. Mr Ed- 
monds said Railtrack had al- 
ready spent £105m more than 
was necessary under the £3.5bn 
investment programme agreed 
with the regulator up to 2001. 

Sir Bob refused to be drawn 
on whether Rail track's bumper 
profits made it more likely that 
it would be caught by the wind- 
fall tax. But he said whether it 
was included or not would make 
no difference to its investment 
programme. This includes the 
£550m Thameslmk 2000 project, 
the £1.2bn upgrading of the 
West Coast Mainlin e and the re- 
generation of 300 stations by the 
end of the year. 

Operating profit was up by IS 
per cent to £339m on turnover 
of £2.4bn and the dividend was 


v ■ 
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lifted by a more modest 7.6 per 
cent Profits from property dis- 


then the performance regime 
would collapse and Railtrack 


would collapse and Railtrack 
would have no incentive to im- 


prove its efficiency. He also crit- 
icised the “smoke and mirrors" 


that surrounded the regula- 


cent Profits from property dis- 
posals climbed to £3Sm while 
Railtrack cut operating costs by 
4 per cent compared with the 3 
per cent set by the regulator un- 
der its price control formula. 

Railtrack announced its 1(1900 
staff would each receive £1,000 
worth of free shares. Sir Bob said 
Railtrack directors had received 
annual bonuses, though not the 
maximum 40 per cent. 

Comment, page 23 
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Michael Harrison 




The Bank of England’s new monetary policy committee, 
empowered by the Labour Government to set interest 
rates, began its first two-day meeting yesterday 
afternoon amid City speculation that it would result in a 
rise in the cost of borrowing. But the radical changes 
made to Britain's monetary framework, coupled with 
mixed Inflationary signals, meant few analysts were 


making forecasts with any confidence. A Reuters poll of 
21 economists showed a narrow majority anticipated a 
rate increase. Seven of the nine members were at the 
meeting. Pictured are (left to right, standing): Sir Alan 
Budd, Ian Plenderieith and Charles Goodtiart, and (front 
row, left to right) Howard Davies, Deputy Governor, Eddie 
George, Governor, and Mervyn King. Photograph: FT 


Boots pays shareholders £400m 


Magnus Grimond ' 


Boots, the chemists to car-ac- 
cessories group, yesterday un- 
veiled a bonanza for both 
shareholders and future em- 
ployees with news of a £400m 
special dividend and plans for 
the creation of 5,000 jobs over 
the next three years. 

The 44.2p a share payment, 
which brings to over £1.7bn the 
amount handed back in divi- 
dends and share buy-backs over 
the past three years, was well re- 
ceived by the stock markeL 
The shares fell just 2L5p to 
692p, despite going ex the spe- 
cial dividend immediately. 

For tax-exempt institutions, 
the payment, which will be 
made on Friday 13 June, will 
bring an additional windfall of 
flOOtn from the advance cor- 
poration tax repayable by the In- 
land Revenue. Lord Blyth, the 
chief executive, refused to com- 


ment on suggestions the divi- 
dend was being rushed out to 
beat the reduction in ACT ex- 
pected to be announced in 
Labour’s first Budget on 2 July. 

“We have consistently re- 
turned money to shareholders. 
Indeed, last year we did a very 
large share buy-back. So there 
is no alteration in the pattern." 
he said. The decision to change 
the polity on handing back 
cash from share buy-backs to 
special dividends was because 
it had become more tax efficient 
after the last chancellor’s abo- 
lition of ACT on buy-backs. It 
would “interesting" to see what 
the Budget contained, he said. 

Analysis reaaed enthusias- 
tically to the dividend, winch, for 
the Gist time since the beginning 
of the polity to pay excess cash 
back to shareholders, will push 
Boots into a modest net bor- 
rowing position. One observer 
said: “The response from insti- 


tutions has been very positive. 
They’re always hapty to receive 
cash. They’re very happy this is 
the third time Boots has hand- 
ed cash back to shareholders. In 
this respect. Boots leads the 
pack among UK companies." 

The company played down 
the job creation moves, which 
will mainly affect the Boots 
the Chemists chain. Halfords 
and Boots Opticians, as in line 
with levels typical of the past five 
years. But plans to spend up to 
£225m on opening 40 stores a 
year in both the chemists and 
Halfords businesses appear to 
represent a step up on last 
year’s openiog programme. 

News of the jobs and dividend 
came as Boots unveiled a 12.5 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to£571m in the year to March, 
including a £34. 9m exceptional 
gain as a result of a VAT refund, 
profit on last year’s disposal of 
Children’s World and gains on 


property sales. A 14.3p final div- 
idend raises the total for the 
year 11 per cent to 20 -5p, 
payable from earnings per share 
up 20 per cent at 42. 9p. 

Lord Blyth warned the costs 
of coping with dual currencies 
and other matters in the wake 
of economic and monetary 
union could amount to some 
£20ra for Boots, around double 
the level it expeas to psw adapt- 
ing its computers to deal with 
the date change in 2000. the so- 
called millennium “time bomb". 

Boots said it would launch its 
Advantage loyalty card nation- 
ally later this year, following suc- 
cessful trials in Norwich and 
Plymouth in which extra sales 
had covered the additional 
costs. The card, expected by an- 
alysts to be unveiled in Sep- 
tember or Oaobcr, will be the 
first in the UK to incorporate 
a “smart" computer chip. 

Investment Column, page 25 


Tesco scraps move into 
gas and electricity sales 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Hopes for a flood of new com- 
petitors in the emerging do- 
mestic energy markets were 
further dampened yesterday 
when it emerged that Tesco, the 
UK's biggest selling super- 
market group, had abandoned 
a move into gas and electricity 
retailing. 

Tesco has given up attending 
meetings of independent sup- 
pliers oiganised by the watch- 
dog Ofgas since the beginning 
of the year. The retailer was the 
only one of the large super- 
market chains to join in the 
meetings of the Domestic Com- 
petition Focus Group, which 
acts as an information exchange 
for businesses interested in par- 


ticipating in the emerging do- 
mestic markeL 

Tesco had a small team of 
staff working on the project, led 
by Steve Mcardle, a marketing 
manager in its Clubcard de- 
partment. 

Earlier this week Southern 
Electric, the last remaining in- 
dependent regional electricity 
company, said it also under- 
stood the supermarket groups 
had abandoned plans to sell gas 
and electricity. A Tesco spokes- 
woman declined to comment, 
apart from confirming the com- 
pany had “no plans at present” 
to sc!] energy. 

Samsbury had already called 
off discussions with independent 
gas companies earlier this year, 
apparently after fears that its 
brand migju be damaged by rep- 


etitions of the marketing prob- 
lems in domestic gas competi- 
tion trial areas in the south of 


England. Independent suppli- 
ers had hoped to forge alliances 
with the supermarkets to tap 
into their hugely attractive loy- 
alty card customer databases. 

Observers also point to low 
profit margins of as little as 1 
per cent in the electricity sup- 
ply market and uncertainties of 
securing wholesale gas supplies 
at competitive prices. 

The oil giant British Petro- 
leum has aLso distanced itself 
from the domestic market. 
One of BP’s executive com- 
mittees is believed to have dis- 
cussed proposals to move into 
the gas market for the third 
lime recently without reaching 
a derision. 


Evideoce emerged yesterday of 
a slowdown in consumer de- 
mand last month as both high 
street sales and purchases of 
new cars failed to live up to 
expectations. 

The Confederation of 
British Industry said the annual 
growth in retail sales in May 
was tbe lowest since October 
1995. Only half those retailers 
that had been expecting an in- 
crease in sales actually report- 
ed one. 

Meanwhile the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and' 
Traders reported an increase 
new car sales last month of just 
2.5 per cent compared with an 
overall rise of 5 per cent for the 
first five months of the yearJ 

This evidence of a consumer 
slowdown may leave the B$nk 
Of England’s Monetary. Polity 
Committee with a finely ^Bal- 
anced derision on whethmfor 
not to raise interest rates. The 
committee concludes its first 
ever meeting at lunchtime 
today. 

The Bank’s Governor, Eddie 
George, spoke earlier this}' 
week of his concern at the mon- 
ey flooding into the economy 
from the £30bn building soci- 
ety windfalls. The comment was 
taken as an indication in fee 
markets that he was in favour 
of an increase in interest rate* 
The consensus among City 
economists remains that the ax- 
strong committee will voter to 
raise base rates by a quarter 
point to 6.5 per cenL Alter- 
nately they may wait to see the 
contents of Chancellor Gordon 
Brown's first Budget on 2 July. 

According to the CBrs lat- 
est distributive trades survey, 
46 percent of retailers reported 
an increase in sales in May 
while 25 per cent reported a de- 
cline. The balance of 21 per 
cent compares with 42 per 
cent who have been expecting 
an improvement 
Alastair Eperoa chainnanof 
the CBI’s distributive trades 
panel, said: “The slowdown in 
sales growth reported in May 
is disappointing for retailers." 
However, he said that the^Ugi#. • 
easing in annual price increases 
also detected in the survey 
was good news for inflation. 

Car sales reached 169,886 in 
May compared with 165,685 in 
the same month last year. Im- 
ports made up 63.5 per cent of 
total sales. Roger King of ihe 
SMMT said the modest sales 
growth showed that the marfcfet 
remained tough. 

Ford was the market leader 
with a 20 per cent share of 
sales, while Vauxhall was sec- 
ond with 13 percent Rover re- 
mained in third place as -its 
market share slipped to below 
10 per cent. v 


SIB reforms ‘will take years’ 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 
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The reform of City regulation 
announced last month by Gor- 
don Brown may take up to 
three years to implement. Trea- 
sury minis ter Helen Liddell ad- 
mitted yesterday. In her first 
speech on the proposed 
changes to financial supervision 
she warned that reform would 
be “long and complex" and 
said the planned integration of 
the current front-line regulators 
into a new super-SIB might not 
happen until early 2000. 

Setting out a timetable for the 
Government’s planned revamp, 
she told a City audience that the 


first step in tbe process - tbe 
Bank OI England bill that wDl 


Helen Liddell: Condemned current City regulation 


Bank of England bill that will 
Shift banking supervision lo an 
enhanced SIB (Securities and 


Investments Board) -would be 
put before Parliament after the 
summer recess. That bill, which 
will also reform the structure of 
the Bank's governing Court 
and set up the new monetary 
polity committee tasked with 
setting interest rates, is expect- 
ed to receive Royal Assent at 
the beginning of 1998. 

Mrs Liddell pulled no 
punches in her assessment of 
the current stale of regulation, 
which she said was “not deliv- 
ering the standard of supervi- 
sion and investor protection 
that we all have a right to 
expect," She added: “Account- 
ability is poor, investors cannot 
help but be confused by the 
sheer complexity of the srctem. 
Reform is long overdue to 
simplify the delivery of financial 
service regulation.” 


She restated her recent 
strong-worded attack on the 
personal pensions mis-sclling 
scandal, describing as “com- 
pletely unacceptable" the in- 
dustry’s failure to compensate 
more than a small proportion of 
those people who had been 
wrongly persuaded to leave 
company pension schemes. 

“Pension mis-sclling is a 
blight on the integrity of the 
whole sector, it ill-become* a 
world-class industry and it must 
he put right beyond peradven- 
ture as a matter or urgency." 

According to Mrs Liddell, 
much of the impetus for change 
in financial services would have 
to come from its own practi- 
tioners. She threatened: “If the 
industry ignores this opportunity 
la help shape the new regulatory 
regime, then they will have no 


one else lo blame but them- 
selves. Tigcl her we have the op- 
portunity to put in place the sort 
of regulation that will meet the 
indusiiy and consumers’ needs.” 

The City was also called on 
to play its part in the successor 
an enlarged SIB by putting for- 
ward its “smartest and 
strongest” managers for sec- 
ondment lo the regulator, a 
practice which Mrs Liddell said 
was routine in the US. In what 
was seen as a thinly veiled ref- 
erence to the collapse of Bar- 
ings last year, she said the key 
to effective regulation was the 
altitude of management. 

She said: “Management 
needs to know its business, to 
understand the risks to which it 
is exposed. Unfortunately per- 
formance in this area sometimes 
falls short.” 


EC takes tough 
stance on ferry • 
joint venture 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 
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Siena Line and P&O. the cross- 
channel ferry operators, may 
have to meet lough conditions 
to win European Commission 
clearance of a planned joint ven- 
ture which the companies claim 
is crucial if they are to compete 
with Ihe Channel tunnel. 

Brussels officials indicated 
yesterday that they feared the 
emergence of a cross-channel 
duopoly in which Le Shull le and 
Ihe new ferry venture might col- 
laborate lo Ox prices. 

"What we want lo avoid is 
nice little arrangements which 
would ultimately push up fares 
for passengers," said one EC 
source. Officials said the Com- 
mission and Britain's regulatory 
authorities, which are also con- 
sidering the deal, shared their 
concerns. 

The Cum mission, which has 
the final say over the link-up 
will write lo the two ferry op- 
erators next week outlining “se- 
rious doubts” according to 
officials. While rejection is un- 
likely the Commission is ex- 
pected to demand compliance 
with certain conditions and 
next ueek s letter from the 
Competition Commissioner, 
Karel Van Micrt. will outline the 
guarantees he will want before 
delivering approval 10 ihe al- 
liance. PtkO Siena, as the co- 
operative joint venture would be 


known, could be asked to op- 
erate independently of the tfro 
parent companies. :r 


The companies arc hoping to 
ave their Dover to Calais pas- 


have their Dover to Calais pas- 
senger service up and running 
by the start of the peak summfcr 
season. Together Stena and 
P&O would control about 40 
per cent of the tourist vehicle 
market, putting the venture-on 
a par with Eurotunnel, tite 
Channel tunnel operator, in 
terms of market share. 

The joint venture wouid 
maintain services on the Dover- 




Zecbrugge route for freight a*A 
well as Siena’s Newbaven lev 


Dieppe line. Most of the focus, 
however, would be on the 
Dover to Calais operation 
where six multi-purpose vessels 
would run departures every 45 
minutes. 

Brussels received notifica- 
tion of the ferry alliance last Oc- 
tober and has since received 
comments from "wide-ranging 
sources”, officials said. They 
stressed that neither the Com- 
mission nor the Monopolies & 
Mergers Commission had 
completed their inquiries. 

Meanwhile, ferry operators 
protested yesterday that the 
EIT s planned abolition of duty- 
free sales from June 1999 would a 
cost 50,000 jobs. The Euro-* 
peon Shipowners' Association 
said ferry routes faced closure 
and ticket prices would be dri- 
ven up by the move. 
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planning to hit the 


- utilities hard with its 

i 

windfall levy, a 


retrospective and 

:;s 

selective tax which in 

- 

many parts of the 


world, including the 


United States, would 

•:T 

be unconstitutional 

- 

• and therefore illegal. 


!■ Now it seems to want 


to stop them making 


any money at all’ 
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Labour’s pick and mix approach doesn’t work 


e new Government is developing a dan- 
htNin^if « j *f^®°phrenic attitude towards 
lanmian^ !? e who nrn it In its body 

JS5K8? *** ^iterances, New Labour has 


““Cianres, wew Labour nas 


the an ?;baddiesVUie “iiS" and 

_ r-n 311 }? * a0t * w hi)e some of this is simply 
■ *be colour of your politics, this 

factor^' Wholly ° r cven Jar 8 e ty lhe deciding 


tru^S-^u one Iian ^ ministers display a 
touchingjy naive, almost awe-struck admi- 
ration for the “can do" attributes of our 
businessmen. “Do come in 
in .u ow I? ? 1V to d° it", they are saying 
he open minded of them. “You can be 
rd P‘J nn ? rs "- * n cranes David Simon of 
r, Martin Taylor of Barclays, and most 
bizarrely of all, Peter Davis of the Pru. But 
you cannot keep old Labour in its cage for 
ever and every now and again out it comes 
growling and angry, fulminating against fat 
canery and the wicked capitalists. 

And so it was yesterday as John Prescott 
went on the warpath about what was in truth 
a not particularly shocking rise in Rail track 
profits. This is our money, Mr Prescott 
insisted, it belongs to the taxpayer, and even 
u we no longer own this wretched company, 
we as sure as hell are going to control it. The 
rastinction Labour mates when its leaders rant 
and rave in this way is between businesses 
which are essentially public services and the 
rest Privatised utilities bad, everything else 
good, is whaL Mr Prescott would say if pushed 


But although this is all good populist stuff, 
it is actually a false distinction as well as a 
dangerous one. If the lotteiy and the pub- 
lic services are to be banned from making 
money it won’t be long before the argument 
is extended to other businesses with anything 
approaching a dominant market position, 
and from there to business more generally. 

T ahniip ir nlntndi. i- t"Li . __.rO 


Labour is already planning to hit the utili- 
ties hard with its windfall levy, 


. — -- a retrospec- 

tive and selective tax which in many other 
parts of the world including the United 
States would be unconstitutional and there- 
fore illegal. Now it seems to want to stop 
them making any money at all. 

The politician speaks and the regulator 
delivers. John Swift the rail regulator, yes- 
terday announced that he is going to rewrite 
Rail track's performance regime, because he 
believes that a disproportionate amount of 
Rail track’s direct government subsidy is 
going to shareholders. 

Meanwhile, over at Ofwat, Ian Byatt has 
deplored, big real rises in dividends saying 
he cannot see why water shareholders need 
such a big return. What world does Mr Byatt 
think City investors inhabit that they should 
want to put their money into something 
where the spoils are distributed according 
to need? The workers Republic of China? 
Exaggeration perhaps, but the City can 
expect a lot more where that came from right 
across the utilities over the months ahead. 

Labour is in danger of adopting a pick and 
mix approach to business - socialism for the 


utilities, and anything else the masses take 
a dislike to, and capitalism for the rest. Ulti- 
mately this is bad politics and economics, as 
well as bad in principle, for the company not 
allowed to make money for itself rarely tries 
to make savings for its customers either. 
There are plenty of good businessmen and 
plenty of bad ones but not because some are 
saintly and some are evfl. Rather ji is because 
some are good at what they do and some are 
bad at it- The only way anyone is going to find 
out which is which is by letting the marker 
dedde. Unavoidably it tends to do this on the 
basis of bow much money they make, for 
themselves and their shareholders. 


Single European market 
is the real problem 

S o much time, energy and angst is ex- 
pended on debating the pros and cons of 
European Monetary union that it’s easy to 
lose sight of Us underlying and perfectly rea- 
sonable purpose as a natural and logical 
corollary of the single European market - 
a way of ensuring that countries and 
companies across Europe compete fairly with 
each other on a level playing field. 

So it is refreshing to see the Action Cen- 
tre for Europe neatly sidestepping the bull 
fight over EMU and returning to the more 
down to earth question of how to improve 
the single market. What the enquiry, chaired 
by Lord Sheppard of Didgemere, found was 


that there are rather more urgent and 
pressing matters to correct in the single mar- 
ket than getting rid of currency fluctuations. 

Companies still face considerable regula- 
tory roadblocks to their right to operate in 
other member states, there's a way to goon 
harmonisation across a wide range of differ- 
ent industries and standards and there has 
been an abject failnre to achieve asmgJeEuro- 
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tries, notably energy. Perhaps most important 

of all, free movement oflalwnr remains a dis- 
tant dream. In these circumstances the pre- 
sent dash to monetary union looks rather like 
putting the cart before the boise. 

By appointing David Simon, who was a 


member of rhisempiiiy, minister for com- 
in Europe, the 


r _ T : new Government 

^ signalled its determination to push the 
process forward with dispatch. In the end, 
however, our main European partners are 
probably not gomg to need too much prod- 
ding. Six rti p\wand Daimler Benz and BMW 
jobs lost from Germany to the US is a more 
powerful incentive to liberalisation and 
deregulation in Germany than any number 
of directives from Brussels. 


Boots’ dividend poser 
for the Chancellor 

XTeither Sir Michael Angus, chairman of 
x\ Boots, nor Lord Btyth, his equally 
ebullient chief executive, are the type to 


^?t2? i r , ]f a ? d . controveisial “sues* So 

why the studied silence yesterday on the 

JpeaaJ dividend, the latest in a line of 
bumper paybacks to shareholders of Boots 
amounting to over £1.7bn since November 

Couid it be anything to do with the 
approach of Labour’s fosi Budget, in which 
many are expecting the Chancellor drasti- 
or abolish tax credits on div- 
idencb? Surety not. But then again why else 
would Boots want to exhaust its cash pile 
and some with such indecent haste. The 
extra £100in tax exempt institutions will be 
able to reclaim in ACT is a feast which mav 
soon not be available if the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, cuts back on this lucrative 
City perk. 

Boots appears to be the only major com- 
pany so far to attempt to outwit Mr Brawn’s 
supposed plans in this way. Others have cer- 
tainly looked at a similar acceleration ofdiv- 
idend payments, but quickly rejected the 


idea. The political sensitivity behind any 
beat the tax man are clear. 


attempt to 

“as certainly won over the City by 
trying it on, whether it picks up Brownie 
points with Labour is another matter. The 
announcement of 5.000 new jobs must go 
some way to salvaging its position with the 
new Government, but ministers won’t much 
luce this transparently sneaky attempt to slip 
through the fence before the cates are 
finally shut. 


BT residential customers 
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lose despite competition 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 
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The vast majority of residential 
telephone customers have seen 
>nly a tiny fraction of the sav- 
_ from competition and reg- 
ulation compared with high 
spending households and 
business, the watchdog, Oftel, 
admitted yesterday. 

Don Cruicksbank, the tele- 
phones regulator, also revealed 
yesterday that British Tfelecom 
had put long-awaited forward 
plans to link up schools to the so- 
called information superhigh- 
way, though he dismissed any 
suggestion that the move was 
linked to the controversy} “deal" 
with Labour to lift the ban on the 
group broadcasting entertain- 
ment down its phone network. 


The figures from Oftel 
showed the four-year price 
regime, which finishes next 
month, gave almost all the sav- 
ings to just the top 20 per cent 
of residential customers spend- 
ing an average of £130 a quar- 
ter on calls. “It shows how 
relatively little low-spending 
customers have benefited ... 
We’re just being honest," Mr 
Cruicksbank said. 

While the top 20 per cent of 
households saw bills fall by 19.7 
per cent in cash terms between 
1991 and 1997, the rest of the * 
22 million homes, which spend 
an average of £44 a quarter on 
calls, saw bills drop by just 1.1 
percent The lowest spenders in 
the bottom 20 per cent of 
homes, spending around £27 a 
quarter, saw the least benefit 


from price controls, with bills go- 
ing up by more than 15 per cent 
because of rises in line rental 
charges. Some Z5 minion mem- 
bers of BTs light user discount 
scheme saw reductions averag- 
ing 20.5 per cent 
Though the four-year price 
regime cut overall bills by 7.5 per 
cent below inflation, it was fo- 
cused mainly on businesses and 
high spending households. Av- 


cenl in real terms since 1991.' 
new price regime, starting in Au- 
gust, excludes almost all business 
customers and should focus 
price cuts on lower spenders. 

BT declined to give details of 
the group’s offer to link schools 
with the superhighway, insisting 
the proposals were commer- 
cially confidential. They are 


similar to a scheme begun by the 
cable companies which pro- 
vide free initial connections to 
high capacity information links 
and fixed annual fees of be- 
tween £100 and £600. 

The BT plan would connect 
most schools using ISDN digi- 
tal technology with its existing 
infrastructure, rather than pro- 
viding direct fibre-optic cable 
links. ISDN connections would 
allow several computers Inter- 
net access simultaneously. 

Mr Cruicksbank and BT dis- 
agreed yesterday about the ori- 
gins of the initiative, with Oftel 
claiming it had started the pro- 
ject “BThasto do this. It is oat 
a matter of choice." But a BT 
spokeswoman said the schools 
connections were merefyan ex- 
pansion of its existing strategy. 



Phone finding: Oftel has admitted that the majority of 
BTs 22 million home users, spending an average of £44 a 
quarter on calls, saw bffis drop by just 111 per cent 
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Paolo ScaronL PiDdngton’s chief 
executive of two weeks, stunned 
the City yesterday by announc- 
ing a radical shift in strategy that 
would see the group withdraw 
from much of its downstream 
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were expecungsoiacuiuig i<«^- 
aJ from Scaroni, but not this. It 
is a complete reversal of policy.” 

Mr Scaroni, who was Pilk- 
ington’s head of automotive 
glass and replaced Roger Ley- 
erton in a boardroom coup in 
May, said that he was looking 
at closing or selling the group’s 
220 European-based fact ones 
involved m downstream oper- 
ations: “I don’t knowwhich ones 
or how many yet It depends on 
their share of the market and 

how profitable they are. 

The group also said it would 
. nitline OfO- 


The group aiso sjuu h 
accelerate ilsrofE^SP™: 
gramme, currently £20m a yean 
three vears ana 


^ ■ : : 
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Sver the next three years and 
wanted to cut out unnecessary 
management l®y e ^* 

Mr Scaroni said: 
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“I want 

Pilkington to become themo^ 
. efficient glass roanufactinM m 

ALthe world. Prices «e 

* thing we can do wg httie 

. about. The only variable under 

our control are costs. 
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Airline chiefe execute a belly-flop landing 


David Usbome 

Washington 


It is minutes after the chiefs of 
British Airways and American 
Airlines have ended their tes- 
timony before a committee of 
the United States Senate on 
their proposed alliance for ser- 
vices across the Atlantic. Lin- 
gering in the corridors, a lawyer 
who is closely involved asks: 
“Who advises Bob Ay ling?” 
His tone is despairing. 

Mr Ayling and his American 
Airlines counterpart. Bob Cran- 
dall, had just executed some- 
thing of a belly-flop landing. 
This group of senators, mem- 
bers of the Senate Commerce 
Committee, had been expected 
to provide the two Bobs with a 
sympathetic audience. That was 
the advance billing. Instead, 


David Usborne reports on a bout of jousting in Washington 
in which British Airways and American Airlines fared badly 


the unhappy pair found them- 
selves the targets of scepticism. 

In a committee room packed 
to capacity, Messrs Ayling and 
GcandaU were seated at one end 
of a narrow table occupied at 
the other end by three of their 
most dangerous opponents - 


Stephen Wolf of US Airways, 
Richard 


l Branson of Virgin At- 
lantic and Sir Freddie Laker. 

The first to speak, Mr Ayling 
put his foot in it at once. Hus 
was, he informed us, the first ap- 
pearance before Congress of 
any official from British Airways 
or from its ancestor companies. 
If he thought the senators 
would be impressed, he was 
wrong. The remark seemed ill- 


judged given that BA had been 
asked to testify at a previous 
hearing on the American deal 
and had failed to show up. 

And then there were the 
charts. The Bobs had a stack of 
them to match their litany of in- 
digestible statistics. The point 
they were trying to make was fair. 
Consider things like city-pair 
numbers, market shares, revenue 
generation and so forth and the 
RA-AA deal looks small fry 
compared with some other al- 
liances that have won approval. 

But senators do not care 
much for statistics. They like a 
bit of cut and thnist. They like 
sarcasm and witty one-liners 
that Mr Branson and Sir Fred- 


die had in jumbo-jet loads. And 
underdogs will always be more 
attractive than industry captains 
with reputations for arrogance. 

Sir Freddie said: “Mortals 
should not be allowed to have this 
amount of power." With those 
words he gpt to the political nub 
that senators can appreciate. 

The senators were also given 
a dear lesson in slots -the rights 
that airlines must acquire to be 
able to take off and land at 
Heathrow Airport. Mr Ayling 
was rattled when Senator Wen- 
dell Ford of Kentucky suggest- 
ed that BA and AA “ante up" 
exactly the same number of 
slots they have at US airports to 
American carriers wanting to 


serve London. "T think that 
would be unprecedented,” Mr 
Ayling stammered “WeU,” Sen- 
ator Fbrd shot back, “I guess we 
are going to be doing some 
things we haven’t done before.” 

It was when Mr Ayling sug- 
gested that “anyone who wants 
to get slots fat Heathrow] can 
do so”, that Mr Branson erupt- 
ed. Grabbing at his hair in the- 
atrical exasperation, he blurted 
out of turn: “It’s incredible to 
bear this man being able to look 
you in the eye and say this.” 

Next week another Senate 
committee concerned with anti- 
trust issues also tackles the 


BA-AA deaL A smiling Mr 
be there. 


Branson plans to 
Whether Mr Ayling will savour 
making BA!s second congres- 
sional appearance in history 
must be more doubtful 


Michael Ha rrison looks at New Labour’s latest recruits from industry and finance 

The businessmen who 
changed their spots 



The chief executive of Pruden- 
tial Sir Peter Davis, yesterday 
became the latest senior 
businessman to be drafted in by 
Labour to help with the Gov- 
ernment’s legislative pro- 
gramme. 

Sir Peter has been appointed 
chairman of the advisory task 
force that will develop the wel- 
fare-to^wodc scheme des igned to 
get 250,000 long-term unem- 
ployed youngsters into jobs. 

The Chancellor Gordon 
Biown, chairman of the Cabi- 
net’s welfeie-ftMwric committee, 
said the £61ZOOO-a-year head of 
Prudential had the perfect blend 
of skills and experience to turn 
Labour’s plans into reality. 

Others however, voiced some 
surprise at the choice. Although 
Sir Peter has been chairman of 
the Government's Basic Skills 
Agency for the last ei^ht years, 
Prudential, Britain's biggest in- 
surance company, is also heav- 
ily embroiled in the pensions 
mis-selling scandal 

Sir Peter was also one hf the 
group of 42 businessman who 
wrote famously to the Times be- 
fore the 1992 election urging the 
country not to vote Labour* 
warning: “Tbe spirit of enterprise 
is not a hardy plant. Nor is it yet 
so firmly established that h can 
survive in a hostile dimate.” 

But then a great many other 


businessmen have also changed 
their spots since 1992. The 

Amstrad chairman, Alan Sugar 

another signatory to that letter, 
has signed up to lecture young 
people on business on behalf of 
Margaret Beckett, President of 
the Board ctttiadeL He is in good 
company at the DTL David Si- 
mon, the former BP chairman, 
has been made a minister in the 
department with responsibility 
for Europe and competitiveness 
while Lord HoHick, a long-time 
Labour supporter is acting as spe- 
dal adviser to Mrs Beckett. 

Other businessmen co-opted 
to help Labour include the chief 
executive of Barclays Bank, 
Martin Thylor, who is chairing 
the Treasufyspensioiis and ben- 
efits review, aDdMakxilm Bales, 
former deputy chairman of GEC 
and now chairman of the Pearl 
insurance group, who ischairing 
a review of the Private Finance 
Initiative far the Paymaster Gen- 
eral, Geoffrey Robinson. 

Other business leaders with an 
entree to Downing Street now 
that 'fonyBlafrisitsoccuparttin- 
dudeGeny Robinson, the chair- 
man of Granada, Bob Ayling, 
chief executive of British 
Airways, and Virgin’s Richard 
Branson. Mr Ayling is a dose 
friend of the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw. The two men shared 
a 50th birthday party. 


Among those definitely out of 
the loop are Sir Desmond 
Pitcher, chairman of United 
Utilities, who prided himself on 
his close contacts with the pre- 
vious government, and Sir 
Stanley Kahns, chairman of 
Dixon’s and a well-known 
scourge of socialism, even of the 
pale pink Blair variety. 


Wallis, chair man of PowerGen, 
who has lobbied harder than 
most against the windfall tax, and 
Johnl^dnefeKaitiveofUni- 
lign be- 


fore the election to boost the 
image of privatised companies. 
Nor will Lord Hanson and Sir 
Rocco Forte be found on any 
Labonrguestlist but nratber man 
probably much cares. 

Somewhere in the middle are 
floating voters whose affilia- 
tions are uncertain. Rupert Mur- 
doch’s Sun backed Blair at the 
polls but is the News Corp chair- 
man a personal convert to 
Labour? 

Sh lam Wlance, chairman of 
BT voted Labour but his sup- 
port has been tempered by the 
prospect of BT being defcbered 
by the windfall tax. Sir Dick 
Evans, chief executive of British 
Aerospace, Hires Labour's sup- 
port for Euxofigbter but not its 
promise to crack down on aims 
sales. 





IN BRIEF 


Commercial Union fined over PEPs 


Commercial Union, the insurer, has been fined £95.000 and or- 
dered to pay more than £84,000 in compensation by Imro, the 
fund management regulator, for mis-sellmg PEPs. The company 
must also pay £63,000 in costs. Imro investigators found that PEPS 
which were specifically designed to help pay off home loans were 
being sold to clients who already had other means of repaying 
their mortgages. Commercial Union’s compliance team was un- 
able to spot the mis-selling, which affected 95 of the 838 mort- 
gage PEPs sold. In addition, the company failed to inform the 
regulator, which registers ail members individually, that it had 
sacked several staff and hired others. 


Unemployment claims surge in US 


The number of Americans filing for state unemployment bene- 
fits unexpectedly surged last week to the highest level in a month, 
government figures showed. First-time jobless claims increased 
by 19,000 to a seasonally adjusted 337,000 in the week ended 31 
May, the Labor Department said. Analysts had expected the num- 
ber of new claims to hold steady at 322,000. The latest four-week 
average of new claims, however, has Men from 326,500 to 323,750. 
“The four-week average is down. So there is still no evidence of 
a cyclical slackening in labor markets,” said David Munro. chief 
US economist at High Frequency Economics in New York. 

Investors are watching for the Labor Department’s May em- 
ployment report to give them a more complete picture of US job 
growth. That report, scheduled for release today, is expected to 
mow the economy added 225,000 jobs last month, up from April’s 
gain of 142,000 jobs. The unemployment rate probably rose to 
5.0 per cent from April's 4.9 per cent, which was the lowest in 
23 years. 


Headlam moves dividend date forward 


Graham TOddion. chairman of Headlam Group, announced that, 
in view of the timing of the forthcoming Budget on 2 July, the 
company's board had derided to accelerate the payment of the 
final dividend by six days to 1 July. “In view of the recent spec- 
ulation by the City and the media that taxation on dividends may 
come under review in the Budget it was thought prudent to pro- 
tect shareholders’ interests by moving the payment date,” he said. 
Mr Wtidron also told the annual general meeting that “profits 
and earnings are well ahead of last year so far and the recent ac- 
quisition of Gradus has proved to be a successful move". 


Second employee leaves PIA 


The Personal Investment Authority, the financial services regu- 
lator, was yesterday faring the loss of another of its key mem- 
bers of s taff- penny Tbmkms, legal officer in the PIA’s pensions 
unit, is leaving the regulator to join Sun Life of Canada later ibis 
month. Her departure follows the abrupt exit from the PIA last 
week of David Cranston, formerly bead of membership services. 
Sources alleged Mr Cranston was blamed for the PIA's failure 
to ensure swift redress to pension mis-selling victims. 


New chairman for Hogg Robinson 


Hogg Robinson is appointing Neville Bain as deputy chairman 
with effect from 9 June. He will take over as chairman on the re- 
tirement of Brian Perry, who is also managing director, on 5 Sep- 
tember. The company said Mr Bam would be actively involved 
in the selection process leading to the appointment of a new chief 
executive on Mr Perry’s retirement. Mr Bain has been' chief ex- 
ecutive of Coats ViyeDa for the past snr-and-a-half years and was 
previously finance director ana deputy chief executive of Cad- 
bury Schweppes. 


ICI closer to selling Australian stake 


The pending sale of Imperial Chemical Industries’ 62.4 per cent 
stake in ICI Australia moved a step closer following agreement 
being reached on commercial arrangements between the two com- 
panies. “The completion of negotiations and determination of 
commercial arrangements between IQ and ICI Australia rep- 
resents a positive result for both companies. It opens the way for 
the sale of ICl’s shareholding in ICI Australia and provides the 
platform for the development of ICI Australia,” the company said. 

The agreement provides that ICI Australia retain exclusive rights 
to use the IQ roundel (regstered trademark) and the “ICT house 
mark in Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea for one 
year. ICI Australia wflJ own the key brands in the paint business 
in Australia and New Zealand, including the Dulux brand. TCI 
Australia wifl be able to exploit opportunities in paint markets 
internationally. 


J Seville Gordon to sell 147 properties 


Aportfolio of 147 properties is to be disposed of by J SaviUe Gor- 
don Group in line with its stated corporate strategy of focusing 
its activities on the industrial property sector. The mainly retail 
rtfolio comprised 147 properties located on a wide range of 
jh streets throughout the country let to tenants including Rank 
Hovis McDougall, Superdrug and Radio Rentals, a company 
spokesman said, llie portfolio does not include the company’s 
two shopping centres at Cohvyn Bay and Colchester. 


SBS Group plans to float on AIM 


SBS Group, the information technology recruitment agency, is 
making a £1.2m placing of shares and plans a flotation on the 
Alternative Investment Market It is placing 1.5 million shares 
with institutional and other investors at lOOp each, giving the com- 
nya mazket^ value of around £7m. ApproarimateIy21.5 per cent 
of the company’s share capital will be held by external investors. 

The company said the money raised would provide working 
capital to support future growth and turnover, allow the repay- 
ment of borrowings and provide the flexibility to finance acqui- 
sitions. In the year to 31 August 1996 it had sales of £15-2m and 
pro forma profit after tax of £252,000. For the first half of 1996/97 
turnover was up I3_2 percent at £10.1m and profits after tax were 
ahead 53.1 per cent to £268,000. 
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NatWest said to be wooing Abbey National once more 
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Premier Oil firmed to 44.5p; ogy, added 20p to 64Z5p on ru- . CTlhe stock market should be 
an investment meeting is due moured Dresdner Kleinwort split into three, believes Qsco, 
later this month. Benson support. Shield Blag- a lobby group represen ting 
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Abbey, which roared to 961 p Leopold Joseph gained an astonishing 160p. It was, Boots, with its 442p special Galaxy Media continued to developed" listed companies 

The stock market, of couise, last month on talk of a deal be- 32-5p to 55Z5p in sympathy, seemingly, a sale resulting dividend already stripped out, welcome impresario Robert and ah enterprise market take 

never likes to see a good story fore succumbing with other fi- The rest of the market man- from an option. BTR said it shaded Z5p to 692p. Moss Stigwood, improving a further in AIM and Seat shares. Chief 

fade away and on another tm- nandals, rose l 6 Jp to 843 Jp aged to end its losing run with was nothing to do with the Bros eased 4p to 268-5p after 25p to 200 p. Bolypipe was film executive Katie Morris says 

eventful day was happy to en- in brisk trading and NatWest Footsie putting on 1*^.1 points trade. meeting analysts. at 219p as Charterhouse Tflney London could lose its “rising 

courage the Abbey habit was also busily traded, adding to 4,576.2; at one time it was The BTR shares slide, the Rail track, at one time up continued to mop up shares for stars** to overseas markets 

The proposed Grand Met- 9 Jp to 737p. off 222. Steady gil ts, hopes the price was 284-p in March, is 23p on its results, was shunt- two institutions. Profits this unless it reshapes, 
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prompted the market to sali- up 22.5p to 627.5p and Com- crease and a strong New York Elwyn Ei Hedge be replaced. further 4.5p to 385p ahead of DCS computer group lowered other big deal in the pipeline, 
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mammoth mergers. Jn the grey market Norwich proceedings. Turnover, not the best-performing. blue chip, British Aerospace has still Sumy, a betting business, at- shares rose 5.5p to 275.5p. - 
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talks earlier this year. They Among smaller merchant swollen by a series of bed and vance, which will do no harm than doubling in two years, number of crosses went CJJkxpect developments at 

foundered, probably on price, banks the disclosure that Cater breakfast deals. to its campaign to retain its believes NatWest Securities- through. The price held at lp- West 175 Enterprises, a US 

Many believe, however, that Allen, the old discount house. BTR was the most heavily Footsie membership, was Analyst Bruce MacDonald Many see the company as an TV group. It was in the red 

NatWest is more keen on the had received a bid approach traded blue chip, falling 3-5p to prompted by its successful bid reckons the shares should ideal shelL With a capitalisation last year but could make . 

deal than Abbey and will have sent the shares bounding 121p 193 -5p. A mystery trade of 4 ror promising acreage in the nudge l,600p. of£4.4m and lossesmr the past profits of £220,000 this year; 
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” financial Editor 


Shar^ in Gaier Allen jumped 
£Pf c ^to56 2 5p after the 
bank saitfit was 

S-Pj 8 **«* might lead to a 

831(1 Mo were at 
afeirly advanced stage and ex- 
pected an announcement with- 
in a few weeks. 

.^ urc f? close to the former 
^count house said a deal had 
fef® “ * e , o£ Bng for a while, 
following a long slide in Cater’s 

fflSfJK£ e S2 eit P eaked « 

JgUP* “? beginning of 1994. 
The identity of the bidder re- 
maps under wraps, but analysts 
said yesterday it was probably 
■ § a British bank keen to buy 

Caters knowledge of the high- 
volume, low-margin short-term 
money markets. 

With a net asset value of 
340p, any bid is thought unlikely 
to exceed about 600p a share. 
Market speculation yesterday 
focused on Close Brothers or 
Schwab, although neither was 
thought to be able to provide 
the balance sheet strength that 
was probably the attraction of 

any deal to Cater. The bank has 

made it clear that discussions 
are over a recommended bid. 
▼ A takeover would put an 
end to Cater Allen’s transfor- 
mation from old-style discount 
house to a specialist small hank 
engaged in a variety of disci- 
plines. The bank's interests 
range from execution-only 
^stockbroker City Deal, which of- 
fers small investors trades as 


cheaply as £9 a deal, to retail 

ha^ng and fund management. 

me main thrust of Cater's ex- 
pansion has been out of whole- 
sale and into retail financial 
Options, where James 
Barclay, the bank’s chairman, 
recently said it was going “flat 
out Like many banks. Cater 

nas been keen to expand its fund 
management operations, which 
m the past decade have pro- 
vided steadier profits than more 
volatile broking activities. 

Cater Allen has struggled in 
recent months. Last November 
u announced a 40 per cent slide 
m pre-tax profits for the half year 
to October to £5.6iel Mr Barclay 
blamed a wrong call on the pre- 
vious month’s interest rate rise 
and said sterling money markets 
had been the toughest in years. 

Its execution-only stock- 
broking business had also suf- 
fered from the introduction of 
Crest, the electronic share set- 
tlement system, which pushed 
it into the red last summer. It 
had, however, been popular 
with investors, winning awards 
for its service and pulling in up 
to 1,000 new diems a week for 
its no-frills stockbroking offer. 

A bid for Cater Allen would 
be the latest in a string of 
which have pushed almost all 
the City’s independent banks 
into the hands of well-heeled in- 
stitutions. mainly foreign banks. 
Venerable City names such as 
SG Wirburg and Kleinwort 
Benson have fallen to European 
buyers, leaving only a handful 
of independent players. 


Competition puts crack in Denby’s china success 



Dertby, one of the success stories of the 
UK china industry in recent years, has 
fallen victim to increased competition in 
casual tableware and the strong pound, 
writes Sameena Ahmad. The company 
warned yesterday that profit growth this 
year would be slower than expected, 
sending its shares down 10 per cent to 
222.5p. Some analysts said the price fell 
left the group open to a takeover bid. 

The warning contrasted with the 
accompanying half-year results from Denby, 
with prof i t s for the period to March rising 
16 per cent to £3.5m and sales up by 15 
per cent to £19.3m. However, Cart Short, an 
analyst at SGST, downgraded full year 


figures by £300,000 to £6.6m. Stephen 
Riley, chief executive (above), sad that 
competing companies He Wedgwood and 
Churchill China had been increasing their 
presence in the growing casual tableware 
market and away from the mature fine 
china sector. “The competition has semi 
what we’ve been doiig and are emufatlrg 
it," he said. With 40 per cent of Denby’s 
tableware sold outside the UK, the 
strength of the pound was also eroding 
revenue. Mr Rfley said the group would 
respond to growing competition by 
broadening its brand beyond pottery and 
glass to table accessories like cutlery, 
tablemats and cancfles. 


Lasmo pays £283m for 
Venezuelan oilfields 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


Lasmo. the UK’s second largest 
independent oil exploration 
group, has embarked on its 
biggest ever expansion strategy 
and the most ambitious spend- 
ing spree since its ilfjudged 
Jflbn takeover of rival Ultramar 
F six years ago. 

The group is paying S453m 
(£2S3m) in cash, by far its 
biggest production investment 
to date, to take over a large oil 
concession in north-east 
Venezuela, after beating off 
competition from operators in 
Argentina and China. The 20- 
year contract wDJ also involve 
a further $750ro of investment 
paid in the first five years of 
operations, which will raise 
Lasmo’s forecast production 
by 25 per cent to 250,000 bar- 
rels a day by 2000. 

The news gave a further boost 
roLaano’s share price, which has 

already been lifted this year by 



news of apotentiafiy lucrative gas 
find in Pakistan. The shares 
rose 11 
their 

The 

raise production capacity in 
the Dacron area in Venezuela, 
which includes three fields de- 
veloped since the 1940s. The ag- 
gressive strategy, to rehabilitate 
existing fields, is a departure for 
Lasmo which has been better 
known for drilling in newly 
emerging areas like Algeria. 
The group said seismic tests had 
shown additional oil to that 
uncovered by the existing state 
operator, Corproven. No sig- 
nificant test had been carried 
out since the 1950s. 

The $453m up-front invest- 
ment would be paid on 1 Au- 
gust and would raise Lasmo's 
gearing levels from 27 per cent 
to around 50 per cent. Lasmo 
denied it was paying too much 
for the concession. The nearest 
bidder, from 

ft: red $50m less for the contract 


while the Chinese National Pe- 
troleum Corporation made a 
bid of S329m. 

Joe Darby, chief executive 
said: “We certainly don’t think 
we are over-paying. In face we 
could have paid more. It's enor- 
mous and 70 per cent of the 
block remains unexplored." 

Mr Darby also dismissed sug- 
gestions that the investment 
was an attempt to head off a po- 
tential takeover approach from 
a rival ofl group. “We are not 
focused on whether we’re vul- 
nerable as a takeover candidate. 
This is purely to add value for 
shareholders. Gone are the 
days when we were concerned 
at bring taken over." 

Mr Darby said further ex- 
pansion plans were being con- 
sidered m North Africa and 
Pakistan. Existing activities be- 
ing developed fbais on Algeria, 
the deep water fields to the west 



VIdeotron 
» man gets 
CWC job 


Cathy Newman 


Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, the newly formed cable 
TV and telecoms conglomerate, 
has appointed an executive to 
take control of the company s 
relationship with broadcasters. 

Peter Howard, marketing 
and programming director at 
VIdeotron, has taken on a sun- 

Jar role at CWC. ^ Hward 

officially becomes director of 
content and prog™™j« " 

CWC, with responsibilities for 

- buying channels to transmit to 
utive.saidMrHawari™Jdre- 
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Benchmark 
spends £120m 
on properties 


Cathy Newman 


Benchmark Group, the acquis- 
itive property investment corn- 
party, announced its biggest 
purchase to date yesterday as it 
snapped up a total of 3- 
properties tor £120m. It also 
pledged to spend a similar sum 
on suitable targets in the near 
future. 

The news, which took the 

value of Benchmark's portfolio 
to £330m, moved the company 
closer to its stated aim of hav- 
ing a portfolio worth £5O0ra tty 
the year 2001, 

Benchmark bought 11 prop- 
erties from Friends Provident 
for fftTm. and a£38m Wsst End 
location, Wbol House, from 

Chelsfield. , . 

The group will raise £119m 
for the deal through a rights 
issue of over 60 mBS* 

ordinary shares at 200p 3 share. 

Shareholders’ approval will be 
sought at an extraordinary 
general meeting at the end of 

Hc°Wong, joint managing 



ever headdetk “We’re not 
^mg for lie ate of 
tipweD buy as acd when the 

°ra»d&«-‘dea 1 


on properties in central London 
and Leadenhall in the City, 
followed talks since last 
October, when FP sold a cen- 
tral London portfolio to 
Benchmark for £113m, in return 
for a 35 per cent stake in the 
company. The move trans- 
formed Benchmark overnight 
from a £3m tiddler into a busi- 
ness with a market worth of 
£100tn- The company was last 
ni gh t valued at £147m. Shares 
jumped 4p to 244p yesterday. 

Benchmark will undertake 
office refuibishments of the 
central London sites formerly 
owned tty FP, and has applied 
for planning permission to 
create 22,000 square feet of 
offices in the Leadenhall 
location. 

Mr Wong said the company 
had been ^pointed in the 
direction" of the Chelsfield 
acqusiticn. Planning permission 
at Wool House has already 
been obtained, and work is to 
begin shortly on 97,750 square 
feet of offices, and a smaller 
area of residential develop- 
ments. . . _ 

Benchmark declared a 

maiden dividend of 3p 
for the year to the end of June 
this war, instead of a final 
dividend at the end of the yea - - 
As a result of the deals Bench- 
mark would be taking on an- 


Wong said. 


IN BRIEF 


Williams' resignation hits DCS shares 


Shares in DCS Group, the computer software company, fefl 29 -5p 
to 275p on news Bob Williams had resigned as chief executive. 
“Having managed the successful integration of CSI with the rest 
of the group, Mr Williams would now like to take time to pur- 
sue other interests, " a statement from the company said. Robert 
Anowsmhh has been appointed chief operating officer and Robin 
Lodge executive chairman. Sue Bygrave has been appointed group 
financial controller and company secretary. 


Profits slide at Hambro Insurance 


Hambro Insurance reported a drop in pre-tax profit s fro m £11.09m 
to £I0.9m for the year to 31 March and held. the dividend at 555p. 
Earnings per share fell from 20p to 9.4p. Christopher Sporborg, 
chairman, said dividend cover of two tunes “remains our medi- 


um-term aim", but “if further underlying progress is achieved 

lonths, we would intend this to be 


expected during the next 32 months, 
reflect 


as 


lected in an increased dividend to shareholders'’ 


Prospect looks good for second half 


Richard Reynolds, chairman of Prospect Industries, said be was 
confident the company would make progress towards its profit 
goals and benefit from investing in new management after an- 
nouncing a rise in fiist-haif losses from £3 J2m to £352m. He 
said benefits from the work associated with servicing the repair 
and maintenance requirements of the UK and Australian power 
sectors would be seen in the second half of the financial year. 


Hopkinsons seifs valve business 


Hoplrinsons Group has sold the valve business of its Biyan Donkin 
engineering division to Aqua-Gas group for £2. 55m. The took 
value of the assets being sold is £2.17m. In the year to 31 Janu- 
ary the valve business made a pre-tax profit of £191,000 on turnover 
Of £5. 07m. 


Havelock Europa acquires rest of Embu 


Havelock Europa, the maker of commercial interiors, has exer- 
cised an option to acquire the remaining 16.2 per cent of shares 
in Embu Holdings for up to £3 -25m. The option was granted with 
its acquisition of 83.8 per cent of Embu in February. Embu owns 
Hartcliffe, a Bristol-based screen printing company specialising 
in point-of-sale production for the retail industry. 


Dawn Til Dusk buys Milbank for £1 


Dawn TH Dusk wfll acquire Milbank from Biricby and Thom ton 
Products for £1 . MUbank ope rates 38 conveniences stores, the ma- 
jority of which are located in the North-east of England. For the 
year to 31 March it wfi] report a loss before tax of £211.423 on 
turnover of £ 19.7m. A inter-company loan of £3 Jim will be repaid 
to Birkby and Dawn TQ Dusk will enter into licence arrangements 
with the Milbank stores. Milbank wall fund £25m of the loan re- 
payment by the sale by of four freehold shops and its head office. 

Profits increase at Bradstock 


Bradstock, the insurance group, increased taxable profits from 
£3.27m to £3,67m in the half year to 31 March. Eddie McGrath, 
chairman, said structural changes within the marker were creat- 
ing significant opportunities for the company. Robin Gibson is 
to lake early retirement and resign as chief executive on 30 Sep- 
tember. The company said Mr McGrath would stay on past his 
normal retirement date while David Young would add chief op- 
erating officer to his responsibilities as group finance director. 
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Pilkington’s new 
chief wields the axe 



be good investments for those 
with good timing. 

Concerns that Mr Scaroni is 
s about ins plans for the 


are 


busnessandl 
market share in 
“downstream" gfarenaking - 

lam mating , toughening, bend- 
mg,gfa7h^-Pgkington remains 
a flabbv business anamst com- 


and 


petitors like Saint 
Gteverbd. 

rope towfphmged and reces- 
skra has hit German building 
products, the failure of Roger 
Leverton, pats’ recently ousted 
chief to cut costs fast enough 
has resulted in three profits 
warnings in 12 months. A fur- 
ther warning on glass prices yes- 
terday, accompanying the 
group's 3997 results, lot the 
shares another 6per cent lower 
at 117p. 

Paolo Scaroni, the new chief 
executive, has drawn two simpte 
conclusions. Firstly, the com- 
pany can no longer hope that 
rising glass prices will rescue 
profits. The group failed dis- 
mally to put a 20 per cent in- 
crease through in the year and 
prices are starting to weaken 
alarmingly outside Europe. 

Secondly, the company must 
take a sharp axe to costs. That 
was well known. What cancer! 
a big surprise yesterday was Mr 
ScaronTs plans to cut back the 
group's downstream business, 
which Mr Leverton took such 
pains to build. 

The r ationale femntiTOPiml, 

boi has strong aiginnenls in its 
favour. Having an added-vahie 
operation (fid not in fact do 
much for margins, but it did in- 
crease Costs. PiTlringto n has 
220 factories spread across Eu- 
rope adding value to the 
group's float glass. Many are 
titty, inefficient “mom and pop” 
operations and all have added 
to PiQs* crazily bureaucratic 
management structure. POks 
has four layers of managers - 
regional, country, company and 
product line. Mr Scaroni says 
all tot the product line man- 
agers should go. 

With 80 per cent of the 
group's building products busi- 
ness - itself half the group - re- 
siding in Europe, making such 
radical changes will take at 
least two years. There will be 
more provisions if Pflks cannot 
sell the inefficient factories. 
And shifting to normal float 
glass win make the company a 
dramatical^ mere tydicri busi- 
ness. But qelieri businesses can 


unfair given his time in die job. 
More important his vision is 
simple and he seems tough. 
And making costs not prices the 
focus puts the fate of the 
business in the hands of man- 
agement 

SBC Wftburg is forecasting 

profits of £ 127m before excep- 
tiooals in 1998 and £lS2m in 
1999. The shares are on al999 
rating of 12. The cautious in- 
vestew wfll wait until the fid] de- 
tails of the restructuring are 
revealed in December, but the 
brave should toy for recovery. 


Pay-back time 
for Boots 


T he reputation of Lord 
Blyth, Boots’ chief 
executive, continues to 
suffer from the £900m acqui- 
sition of Ward White some 
eight years ago. The ghosts of 
that deal continue to haunt the 
retail group in the shape of 
losses at the AG Stanley and 
Do It All DIY chains, but Lord 
Blyth and his company are now 
well on the road to rehabili- 
tation in the eyes of the City. 

Most obviously, Boots has 
led the pack in returning 
excess cash to shareholders. 
Yesterday’s special dividend of 
£400m brings to £1.7bn the 
company has paid back over 
the past three years, including 


£1.2bn from share buy-backs 
and sjretial dividends. 

Initially this polity may have 
been born out of necessity, giv- 
en the reaction further cor- 
porate deals would have 
received. But the latest special 
dividend pushes Boots into 
modest gearing of 10 per cent 
for the first time, suggesting 
borrowings may not prevent 
further such payments. 

. Equally, Boots is now dip- 
ping its toe in the water for ac- 
quisitions again. Last year it 
spent £l70m, four times the 
previous year’s figure, includ- 
ing the £115m acquisition of 
Laboratoires Lutsia. a French 
skin-care group, which seems 
to have gone down well within 
and outside the company. 

Further investment is likely 
to be concentrated on the 40- 
store-a-year UK opening pro- 
gramme planned for both 
Boots the Chemists and Hal- 
fords. plus the tentative mores 
abroad in Ireland, Holland, 
Thailand and Japan. But a big- 
gish deal in Germany for 
Boots Healthcare Interna- 
tional, the over-the-counter 
drugs operation, would prob- 
ably be well received. 

Meanwhile, the underlying 
like-for-Iike sales increases 
behind yesterday’s 8.7 per 


cent_ rise in pre-exceptional 
the year 


profits to £536m for 

to March looked creditable 
enough. Forecasts, cut as a re- 
sult of the special dividend to 
around £575m, put the shares, 
down 25p to 692p, on a for- 
ward multiple of 16. Reason- 
able value. 


Pilkington: At a glance 


Market warn: £1.21 bn. share price ll7p 


Five-year record 93 94 95 96 

Pre-tax profits (Loss) (£m) 4i 97 (248) 55.0 

Dividends per share (p) 4.0 4.0 M 5.0 
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77.0 
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German glass prices mb 

120 
no 


Share price pace 

220 - 



Staid 3i is one to put away for later 


F or a company whose raison d’etre is pro- 
viding seed capital for small, energetic 
businesses, 3i is a remarkably staid in- 
stitution. No surprise then that its chief exec- 
utive elect Brian Laxcombe, should be 
promising more of the same when he takes over 
the reins. 

Results for the year to March were equal- 
ly unremarkable. A total return during the year 
of £41 6m represented 16 per cent of 3i’s share- 
holders’ funds at the beginning of the period. 

That compared with a total return of 
nearly 2 9 percent on t be FT AH share index; 
with the differential almost wholly account- 
ed for by 3i’s lack of exposure to banks, oils 
and pharmaceuticals, this year's star per- 
formers. 

Indeed 3i has made a virtue out of its posi- 
tion at the smaller end of the venture capital 
industry, providing funds for deals of less than 
£100m. It has been right to do so. 

It is estimated that there is £4to of unin- 


vested money at top end of the market, push- 
ing purchase multiples up sharply while exit 
p/es on flotation or trade sales have remained 
unchanged. 

In the year to March net assets per share 
grew by 14 per cent to 486p on the back of a 
21 per cent increase in investment to £742m 
into 572 separate businesses. 

The company dismisses talk that the UK has 
become saturated and claims that of the 
100,000 companies in Britain it would like to 
invest in, so far it has stakes in just 3,000. There 
is still plenty to go for. 

With short-term returns determined by the 
company's own valuation of unquoted in- 
vestments, the only way to look at 31 is as a 
long-term play on the one of the most dynamic 
parts of British industry. 

Over the long term its earnings and dividend 
can be expected to outperform the rest of the 
stock market by a small margin- As such it is 
one to buy and forget about. 


SGB’s flotation value 
slips back to £112m 


Magnus Grimond 


mg floated by the John Mowiera 
construction group, will be val- 
ued at £112m when it comes to 
the stock market this month, 
around £25m less than expec- 
tationsin May. Mowiem Warned 
difficulties in finding quoted 
comparative companies to what 
is (me of Europe’s biggest scaf- 
folding suppliers, but there was 
also institutional resistance to 
the higher valuation. 

Gerry Brown, the construc- 
tion group's finance director, 
said: “There are a lot of at- 
tractive investment opportuni- 
ties for the available cash. We 
have to be honest with oaredves 
that scaffolding is less attractive 
than some of me more glamour 
industries.” 

The 150p-a-shaxe price fixed 
upon resulted in a 30 per cent 
over-subscription of the 49 per 
cent stake in SGB placed by 
Mowlem among City investors 
yesterday morning. But Mr 
Brown said there had been 
some resistance among institu- 
tions to paying higher prices for 


the shares, which some ob- 
servers bad been expecting to 
be launched nearer 175p- One 
analyst said yesterday the shares 
“should be successful at this sort 
of level lean see them moving 
ahead to I65p fairly quickly." 

Mr Brown said the final val- 
ue of the placing was stffl above 
the level ooginaDy mooted when 
the flotation process started. 
Then they bad been thinking in 
terms of net asset value, which, 
depending on the amount of 
debt loaded onto SGB, is ex- 
pected to be around £93m. 

The pricing level agreed on 
means SGB will rake £34 3m 
from the flotation, with anoth- 
er £l&9m going to Mowlem, 
which will book a profit of 
£95m on the deal, offset by a 
non-cash charge of £37.1m to 
cover goodwill previously writ- 
ten off. Effectively all the mon- 
ey raised by both parties in the 
float will be used to repay a 
£50m 11^ p» cent Emtoond is- 
sued by MoMem, whidi wfll in- 
cur a penalty of around £7m as 
a result of redeeming it early. 

Based on last year’s operat- 
ing profits of £16m for SGB, the 


150p placing price represents 12 
times histone earnings, which 
falls to 11 based on analysts’ 
forecasts of around £18m for the 
current year. 

Bob Stokell SGB’s chief ex- 
ecutive, said he was “absolute- 
ly delighted" with the way the 
placing had gone. “We gain a 
terrific base of blue-chip share- 
holders. The oversubscription 
...should lead to a buoyant and 
healthy aftermarket Vfc have an 
exciting future ahead." 

Mr Stokell and the three 
other executive and three non- 
executive directors are putting 
up around £250,000 to buy 
shares at the placing price. 
Most of that sum will come from 
Ken Minton, non-executive 
chairman, who is buying some 
100,000 shares. In addition, ex- 
ecutive directors are being 
ited share options worth 
: times salary, which range 
from just over £100,000 to a hi- 
de more than £160,000 for the 
chief executive. The options 
are being priced at the mia-mar- 
ket close following the first 
day’s dealings, which are ex- 
pected on 25 June. 


a 


”1 

5 


+ 












Gentian growth picks up 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

The German economy has 
started to grow again, but the 
expansion appears too weak to 
make an impact on dole queues 
or the government’s budget 
deficit. Figures issued yesterday 
by the Bundesbank showed that 
the economy expanded in the 
first quarter of this year by 0.4 
percent compared with the last 
three months of 1996. 

The Federal Statistics Office 
reported that year-on-year 
growth stood at 1.4 per cent. 
This contradicts pessimistic 
forecasts earlier this year, which 
had anticipated a slight down- 
turn following the extremely 
cold weather m January. 

Economic activity in the first 


in the construction sector, 


m the consumer market. Un- 
ei ^ptoyment fears and increased 
social security contributions kept 
private consumption down. 

There were, however, sign s of 
a pick-up in the corporate sec- 
tor, where investment in equip- 
ment rose for the second 
quarter in succession. Business 
confidence was boosted by the 
export boom, attributed to a 
yreak mark and rising demand 
in foreign markets. In compar- 
ison with the previous year, ex- 
ports grew by 6.8 per cent 
between January and March. 

Statistics for March and April 
orders, published by the Econ- 
omy Ministry .yesterday, con- 
firmed that the upswing was 


gathering strength. Both do- 
mestic and foreign orders grew 
by on unexpectedly strong Jper 
cent in April, while contracts for 
domestic capital goods in- 
creased by 2.1 percent. Demand 
for goods made in the east was 
up by 9 per cent. These are the 
first indications that growth is no 
longer relying on exports alone. 

Gunter Rexrodt, the Eco- 
nomics Minister, seized on the 
statistics as evidence that Ger- 
many had resumed its compet- 
itiveness, and suggested that an 
improvement in the labour mar- 
ket was just around the comer. 

Despite his optimism, how- 
ever, the latest figures hold out 
little hope for the 4.2 million un- 
employed. Due to a 2.9 per cent 
increase in productivity, more 
than half a millio n jobs disap- 


peared in the first quarter. Of- 
ficial statistics on the latest un- 
employment figures are 
expected to appear today, but 
persistent leaks foreshadow an- 


Autif chairman leads the way ... 
16,000 feet to Everest base camp 


the unadjusted figure fell in 
May, seasonally adjusted job-, 
iessness in May is expected to 
be above last year’s level. 

Nor is the better economic 
climate likely to help the gov- 
ernment meet the Maastricht 
criteria for monetary onion- 
Even at the official forecast of 
25 pa - cent growth this year, the 
deficit is projected to be up to 
half a per cent above the per- 
mitted limit of 3 per cent. 

Despite the latest improve- 
ments, most institutes do not ex- 
pect growth to exceed 2 per cent 
this year. 


£50m to spend at Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Powell Duffryn chiefs arrested 


Cathy Newman 

Powell Duffryn, the ports to 
engineering group, is to go on 
the acquisition trail with 
around £50m in cash once it 
completes the disposal of some 
of its non-core businesses. 

The company could gain up 
to £25m from the disposal of 
the fuel distribution division 
and four other businesses, 
which include a rolling stock 
operation and a software 
subsidiary. 

Barry Hartiss, Powell 
Dufftyn's chief execntive, said 
he was talking to potential 
bidders but would not be 
drawn on a timetable. 

Together with the £40.7m 
raised from disposals since 
the end of March last year, the 
group would have in excess of 
£50m to devote to investment 
and acquisitions in the two core 
operations, engineering and 
ports. 

Mr Hartiss said it would be 
difficult to acquire in the ports 
sector as most of the main 
ports were in pic hands. He 
added that he would be look- 
ing at further opportunities in 
the engineering sector. 


“The money's not going to 
burn a hole in our pockets, 1 ' he 
said. 

Mr Hartiss became chief 
executive two years ago and 
since then has steered the 
company through a refocusing 
on its key ports and engineer- 
ing sectors. 

Announcing profits before 
tax and exceptional up 4.5 per 
cent to £44. 1 m for the year to 
the end of March, Mr Hartiss 
said that despite the adverse 
effect of the strength of ster- 
ling on engineering exports, he 
was more optimistic about the 
future. 

However, a charge of 
£14301, mainly due to losses on 
disposals of liquid storage 
terminals, brought profits 
down to £29.8m. 

Mr Hartiss said the sale of 
the terminals removed the 
“potentially serious risk” of en- 
vironmental liabilities, as all 
but one of the buyers agreed 
to assume responsibility for 
past or future contamination 
of the sites. 

Powell Duffryn’s final divi- 
dend is being held at L7p, 
leaving the total payout un- 
changed at 2Sp. 


Three executives and a former 
executive of Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Bank were arrested yesterday 
on suspicion that they loaned 
£L59m to a reputed racketeer, 
a large amount of which was not 
backed by collateral. 

The arrests are the first in- 
volving the bank, the oldest and 
third- biggest in Japan, and 
are part of the escalating 
scandal involving Nomura 
Securities. The president and 
chairman of the bank, who 
were not arrested, are to resign. 

Ryuichi Koike, the reputed 
racketeer; allegedly used some 
of the loans to boy 300,000 
shares in Nomura, prosecu- 
tors said. He is then said to have 
used his position as a share- 
holder to extort £264,000 from 
Nomura, Japan’s and the 
world’s largest brokerage. 

The arrests yesterday came 
just 24 hours after prosecutors 
indicted Nomura and two for- 
mer executives, saying they il- 
legally compensated Mr Koike 
for trading losses, a crime un- 
der Japanese securities laws. 

The four bankers arrested 
yesterday were Tatsno Shibuya, 
director of the general affairs 
department, the section of 


Japanese companies that usu- 
ally deals with corporate extor- 
tionists; Hiroshi Inotsume, a 
former managing director and 
former head of general affairs, 
who has left the bank; Takushi 
Manabe, deputy manager of 
general affairs; and Mkmyoshi 
Kusajima, a former deputy 
manag er of general affair s. 

Tokyo prosecutors declined to 
comment on the arrests, which 
were described by a spokesman 
at the Bank of Japan as “ex- 
tremely regretful”. 

Dai-Ichi Kangyo loaned the 
money to Kojin Building, a 
Tokyo-based real estate com- 
pany owned by Mr Koike’s 
younger brother; Yoshinori, the 
bank’s president, Katsnhiko 
Rondo, said In unsworn testi- 
mony before the tower boose 
budget committee yesterday. 
The bank made the loans to 
what it thought was a legitimate 
business and it did not know of 
the connection to Mr Koike, 
added Mr Kondo, who said 
that as much as £46m of the 
money was unrecoverable- 

DaMchfs chairman, Tadasbi 
Okuda, and Mr Kondo will re- 
sign at the company’s annual 
meeting on 27 Jane. 


Lewis MeNanght, head of the Retail 
Division at fund managers Gartmore 
and current chairman of the Associa- 
tion of Unit Trusts and Investment 
Funds (Autif), plans to follow his trip to 
the South Foie in January by accompa- 
nying an Everest expedition next year. 
Gartmore, better known for its sponsor- 
ship of the Round Europe yachting race 
which is taking place at the moment, is 
also planning to sponsor the expedition. 

At tins precise moment the intrepid 
Mr McNaught is sailing the Channel on 
the QEU with 800 independent finan- 
cial advisers on the annual PIMS cruise, 
but I understand he is planning to cake 
a Gartmore party with him next year 
and hopes to get them at least as for as 
the base camp, which is over 16,000 feet 
up the mountain. The thought has 
caused a shiver of excitement among 
the IFA community and even some fi- 
nancial journalists are thought to have 
started deep-breathing exercises in the 
hope of getting on the trip. 

McNaught himself is something of an 
all-rounder as well as a high achiever. 
Apart from his commitment to rough- 
ing it in cold places he has a degree in 
Archaeology and Ancient History, spent 
five years as an Egyptologist at the 
British Museum and was president of 
Apsley Fine Art Consultants, a sub- 
sidiary of a New York broking bouse 
advising clients on fine art investment, 
before joining Gartmore 14 years agp. 

The new head of Salomon Brothers Eu- 
ropean Mergers and Acquisitions divi- 
sion based in London is Philip Keevil, a 
50-year-old Brit who went to Harvard 
Business School in 1973, married an 
American and decided to make his ca- 
reer in New York. He was a partner of 
Lazard Friires and then managed War- 
burg's North American investment 
banking business before joining Salo- 
mon Brothers. He was part of the team 
that bought Jaguar for Ford, Pilsbuiy 
for Grand Met and Brooks Bros for 
M&S, and most recently has specialised 
in energy acquisitions for US utilities. 

Salomon is best known for its “offen- 
sive" skills in contrast to, say, Goldman 
Sachs, who are best known for their 
defensive expertise. Mr Keevil expects 
cross border M&A business to grow, 
with the main emphasis still on US ac- 
quisitions world-wide, although Euro- 
pean companies are taking more of an 
interest in the US, and intra-European 
mergers are certain to multiply as the 
growth of European pension hinds puts 
increasing pressure on companies to 
perform and merge. 

He will fly to London on Tuesday, his 
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Lewis McNayght: Found new heights to scale after his South Pole experfition 


25th wedding anniversary, to look for a 
house and a school for his younger son. 
He is selling his house in Oyster Bay to 
move to central London He likes to gar- 
den, shoot and play squash, ternris and 
golf. He is also a keen rugby watcher 
and a lifelong supporter of, wait for it. 
West Ham' 

All City customs have to start some 
j time and the Carney & Barrow Golf 
Croquet League, which was first held in 
1995, neatly combines the Gty’s tradi- 
tional interest in gentlemanly pursuits 
with just a touch of Eighties brashness 
to create an image of competitiveness 
and style which is wholly Nineties. 

TWo-man teams from over 100 Gty 
firms will take part in the 1997 tourna- 
ment, which begins next Tuesday with a 
champagne launch attended by Count 
Edouard de Nazelle of Veuve Qiquot, 
together with last year's winners, the 
Rolling Bulls from Leopold Joseph. 

The competition proper starts on 
Wednesday with a series of round-robin 
matches at lunchtimes and evenings on 
the lawn in Exchange Square at Broad- 
gate in the City. The competition pro- 
gresses through a knock-out stage 
leading to the grand final played for the 
Veuve Cliquot cup on 5 September. 


I Let us hope Tony and Robin brought a 
sense of humour to Whitehall Newcas- 
tle United’s Toon Army have asked 
their leading supporter Tony Blair to 
seek an opt-out from the possibility of 
defeat in the Champions’ League next 
season. 

They are also demanding Robin Cook 

ensures the Toon Army will escape 

possible integration in a European de- 
fence force, and secures a pledge to keep 
Stottie Cakes (a local sandwich speciality, 
Tm told) round in the face of pressure 
from Brussels to make them square. 

Newcastle supporter Gary Carter 
sums up the demand in the vernacular 
“Howay man, it's the least Rob can dee. 
Nee one’s gannin to mek me eat 
baguettes." Newcastle shares were rock 
steady at 114p on the news. 

I am told employees of Beil Cable- 
media, now part of Cable & Wireless 
Communications, are so disenchanted 
about their prospects in the enlarged 
group they have taken to calling the 
parent’s trendy globe logo the Death 
Star. The shares are down in the dumps 
too, at 263.5p after hitting 306p in early 
trading last month. 
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Industrial Metals 

S /tome Cosh 3m#» 
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“Ebadiyia to 

lift Oaks 


sport 




Racing 

GREG WOOD 

the J 1 Ie °S*s of 
•aybght between ReamTof 

5j£ {J? d to oearest pursuer 
m the Musidora Stakes at York 

w ^ch persuaded 
most observers that she would 
imeup for the Oaks at Epsom 
to^y with an outstanding 
^ce of success. It was also the 

Khcb Fallon's face as 
be reflected on the performance 
a few minute later, and an ear- 
her gallop which he said had ex- 
cited him more than any piece 
of work on any horse since his 
arrival as first jockey to Henry 
Cecil at Vfenen Place. 

Fallon has seen enough 
troughs in his career to keep a 
sense of perspective about easy 
jwnners in Classic trials, but he 
^5oiild not hide the rich dose of 
astonishment and anticipation 
which Reams Of Verse had ad- 
ministered. Britain’s punters 
soot felt it too, and though Lad- 
brokes offered 7-4 for the Oaks 
for the remainder of the day, the 
filly's price for the Classic quick- 
ly shrank to the odds-on at 
which she will surely start today. 

Yet, once the euphoria had 
subsided, one fact remained 
which those with a fortune rid- 
ing on Reams Of Verse might 
prefer to ignore. Pedigrees of- 
j||^ten obscure as much as they re- 
veal, and Reams Of Verse 
certainly did not appear to be 
stopping at the end of the Musi- 
dora’s extended 10 furlongs, but 
her sire. Nureyev, never raced 
beyond a mile, and the average 
^stance over which his off- 
spring win (and there are 
enough of them to make the fig- 
ure valid ) is just 7.6 furlongs. As 
John Oxx, who takes her on with 
Ebadiyia, said yesterday: "She's 


FIRST SHOW ON 
THE OAKS 



2 .70- 1_ ASEF AUWD U StacKJ 2-1; 2. 
Curette 10-11 tav. 3. PoK»ta-12-l- 7«. 
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£L30. £1.40. Dual Forecast £1-90. Com- 
outer SDsift* Forecast £331 . _ 
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^ avourite and if she 
*5 ~ , 1 ? you have to think 

she U win, but on pedigree there 
must be doubts that she’ll stay.” 

Those doubts are serious 
trough to deter sensible punters 
nom ping invoked at ockfcon. 
and the only plans worth pur- 
sumg are to sit the race out, or 
to find an each-way alternative. 
Ihe British-trained rivals to 
Reams Of Verse, including 
Yashmak her stable-mate, who 
beat a poor field at Newbury last 
time, do not have the form or po- 
tential to win even a sub-stan- 
dard Oaks, but Ones runner, the 
hrsi to carry the Aga Khan’s 
colours in a British Classic since 
his Aliysa was disqualified from 
this event eight years ago, could 
prove to be another matter. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sue's Return 
(Goodwood 8 . 00 ) 

NB: Crown Of light 
(Epsom 400) 

Ebadiyia has run just twice, 
hut her lack of experience need 
not be discouraging, since User 
Friendly had a similar record be- 
fore her Oaks success five years 
ago. Ebadiyia did particularly 
well to finish third, beaten two 
short-heads, in an unusually 
good renewal of the Derby Tri- 
al at Leopardstown last month. 
"She was a bit green that day.” 
Oxx says, “but when she got go- 
ing she finished very strongly 
and we were very happy with 
her. It was a competitive, well- 
run race at a distance short of 
her best, and we thinkshe's im- 
proved quite a lot since then.” 

Unlike Reams Of Veise, Eba- 
diyia (4.00) seems certain to ap- 
preciate today’s step up in trip 
- her dam won two Listed events 
for Oxx over 12 furlongs - mid 
at early odds of 10-1 in a disap- 


EPSOM 

2.10: DANCE TRICK, who looked 
as if she would appreciate faster 
ground when beating Ajig Dancer 
by a short-head in a fair time in a 
maiden at Newbury on her debut, 
looks a smart prospect. 

□□□ 

2^45: SING SPIEL, who proved 
himself the complete racehorse 
when winning the Dubai World Cup 
over lm 2f on dirt at Nad AJ She- 
ba following a win in the mud in 
Canada and a Japan Cup triumph 
on firm ground, wD be hard to beat. 
Oscar Schindler may pose most 
problems. 

□□□ 

X2(fc GREAT CHILD, beaten just 
a length by Ont Of Sight in a com- 
petitive mile handicap at Yo rk re- 
centiy, has a favourable low draw 
and could go one better here. 
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deserves each-way support. 

The field for the Derby was 
also finalised yesterday and 
Stowaway and Grapeshot failed 
to make rt to the last declaration 
stage. Entrepreneur win start 
from stall 13. but even though 
punters are prone to superstition 
- and. more importantly, many 
jockeys prefer to start from a low 
stall - he still seems sure to set 
off at odds-on tomorrow. 

DERBY DECLARATIONS AND DRAWfc Benny 
The Dp (8). Bold Demand 0. (Souths 041, 
Ciystai Hearted (9), Entrepreneur 03). Fahrts 
HOI. Muaafcal (6). Papua 01). Rananoe C7). 
Suer PamaKh (5). Stogb Empire l*. SprmJe 
lm ID. Tanaaea 02). Be Fty {3». 3A doctored. 
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400: SIYADAH. a daughter of the 
tough slayer Roseate Tern, looked 
as if im 4f would suit her when win- 
ning the Pretty Polly Stakes on a fast 
surface over lm If at Newmarket 
last time and is a fair each-way bet 
Reams OTVerse, 11 lengths winner 
of the lm 2f S5yds Musidora Slakes 
at York, will obviously be bard to 
beat but her pedigree suggests 
there is a slight doubt about her 
staying this distance and. at 4-5, is 
worth opposing, tfesbmak might 
prefer softer ground. 
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ilO Dance Trick 
ZA5 Singsplel 
3J20 Great CMId (nb) 
4^)0 SIYADAH (nap) 


ffYPERION 
435 PMistar 
5JjO Fatefully 
S40 Jaunty Jack 
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^ ^ Accompanktl under- IQs frw all (mriosmo. CAB 
(lo rludca occppamal; care In Lonsdale S20 (Indudre onnpanisL 

■ LEADING TSAINZESWmi SUNNOS: RBamuta- JS mnivre train 1^5 name 
gtresasuccemniluanambandB loMLoaSt Iwl'WlieofSCl.ftJ; EAkeJmm- 11 not- 
nca, 75 nuiwm, i .j.TW, +S05I ; M Stowe -S Wiucm. 4i) numns. I T.lflfc, -S3.B7: U Joh»- 
•toa - 7 wlafttm, 21 ramna, au.lHb, +S95S. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pw Edderr - IS wrtw, PI rides, J 19.TD, L DeOMi - 1 1 

wins, 74 rides, M.CTfc.-SII riU;T Qaim- |0 wtns. 120 rides, 7.li | h, iMJiI; S Senders - 

9 4a ri des, 2 1 .4*, 4sa52w. 

BLD^^D roST TMB; Smooth SaUtag ( vtsored, 2.10): Slyadah [rimwrt, 4.U01. 
tnNNBBS D4 LAST SEVEN DATS: FUUatar 14-15) wun a Ncvroftle on Wetoesdar. Mr 
nredbr ffi^O) won at Bmrriey on Wedneslny. LONG-DISTANCE SUNNESS- PrUe Of 
readle 14.35) has been ■ea2G7piUa by Mamm Wane fawn Mehunly, Nonh Ynt*^*"* 

loin] VODATft WOOOCDTE STAKES (LISTED) (CLASS A) r/Vtl 
L£^flJ £25300 added 2Y06f |w] 

1 5122 sanom SHOW MIA RPpn^KMcAtMB 90 JRnmSV 95 

2 111312 8MHHGHUIBtAK110)(DoinSriedjKhQv8 11 lbrfaD«w410S 

3 312 HANW6EMEH®lBF)©Sosna-aarsrtBUstfunail MganlJ) 

4 46 IMffiOGM Q1SA) (19) lAbcn incSTEnci M Dnnnon 8 11 T Orris 7 87 

5 01 TMJIHTHia(8)P)OCSmmiRHainonail... DnOWI2 87 

6 143 AN0l!lRFMriSTQ3)(UsPJuMRriavmB9 L Dettori 3 95 

7 1 DANCE TRICK (US43 PO) P) (RE Sangae^ PCHapcte+tani B 9 JlMdllir 
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BETTHG: 64 ttoaee Trick, 4-1 Banfa^nre Btade, 6-lSreooth SMtoft 7-1 Anther Fantasy, 8-1 
Ttato TaBar, 10-1 Rteriag Ea*ar, 14-1 CoMetfa, 25-1 ftorefla 
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FORM GUIDE 

Staying aririty won *o tor DANCE TFBCKa NeWxay Mhera she ro«od B» boat Aag Dancer. 
Pater Cteppto-Hyam no* takes on the colts with the dat&eer o< Dresls. who «W be oenar 
sulod By tKe Caster pound. Ranting Enritor nad a ritng^cxig barUe wth Tram Tdw at 
Bn^rum and shcKAl awnga that short-head defeat on 6lb bemr tBirns. A 58> pud also eves 
him me beating of Bamtogtam Btade on Ns debut ran at Unsold. He cnAsed home at 
Wanwcii beteaen those efforts end rates a big danger. SatecUo n; DANCE mot 

10 AC j VODAFONE CORONATION CUP (GROUP I) (CLASS f*A I 

i A) £150^000 added lm 4f 10yds \ 

j 1 24120- ojSKtANn»lUSA)t223)(mtKAtttJafUHCec<4 90 KMon2119 

2 1423-2 BAABSmOKII (48) (Q (Andeas UrtoeO U Traitors 590 T (fetal 120 

, 3 060-22 LEDESIWIFR) W IU Oebeistlw P Demercasa (W 4 9 0 -TGtoetS122 

1 4 41»2 OSCAR SCHMXBI (12) (D| Crier Lriac) K Pendana (ri) S 9 0 S Crahe 4135 

I 5 1121-1 SWBSPEL (HI (D) Wtotorrmedl M Sxute 59 0 LtMtari3126 

_ 5 dnrhirf ^ _ 

BETTUMc 11-10 StataL 4-1 Dushyantar, Oscar SchMor, ft-1 la Destte, 8-1 EteArirarind 
1996: 9wm 4 9 0 L Dedon 11-10 tor (A Fade. Ft) dam (21 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Frankie Dettori was the man to tfwait singspiel in ns last war when he got Swam home 
by a neck. The 0ahetrenmg SngspxX now has Donor flenirg hts comer, aist as he ekd tor 
that crackotg wtn in the Japan Cup. Sngspei has since bettered even tnat with a van from 
Siphon and Sandpit in the Dubai World dip. Only with a torrential downpour ecadd Oecar 
ScMndter be tanend to beet him. The Arc mini had ms ground a longramp ano also at 
the Current 12 dBysagovriten he chased non* Dance Oespi over a tnpllm 21) too snort. 
La Destfo was ®ah In the Arc and he agar did his best wtak m the dosing sages when 
tuning up HeHssio m the Prir Ganay - a race that has often thrown up the winner o( a Coro- 
nation Cup. Dnshymitor returns to the scene of hts Derby second to Shaamn. Winner a t 
the Great Vofegeur and second hi me St lager before the tnp to Woot&ne (set lengths be- 
hind Singsplel), he k noted on to do very wen at tour. Eetectton: SMGSPIEL 


Paonl PEOPLES PHONE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £35j000 | 
L±£H] added 3Y0 7f k«Sa 

1 215*4 »QgJ«SP«DtlglMaPggNA0er!WjBris97 ^0tata35B Stt 

2 WOO JUtuyMUnmaSDBQmtH&BneDudefmaai><ta*4lle!i2 HWd65B 

3 324 SH««C17)tB^ptenUdsmredlDUm813 LMtodl2 95 

4 13-342 Z«IAtt7)P)£PtwcaAAFasa5JEXrt»8l2 KDtaylB 89 

5 65-300 roore P£T H7) Bweagg Pamgshd R hbmon 8 12 Due OKdi 1* 87 

6 6313 COSHCPBMCE SR 04 Came &eihouillbB[g)M Jms BU BCoctomlB V& 

I 42143 HSTIBSSFBITIUSA) {2ft (SteWl Udamsdl M jcfyrsBi 8 9 J Werner 8 96 

a 221 ASSUME (USA) (74) (Man J raaserfl J Ms 8 & Altai 100 

9 434E2 6HWCIBD{2!9(5BHdSit8l)MSBUe87 MJltaH«200 

10 23441 SUM£SSPQBhEMsAukqrSdtn411«&tamS7 DHotad32» 

II 315 9MU>TEWSC32)(mKA0rktalBMsB6 Mlta9 SI 

12 500-05 SORBQFSWEfUJ (E JFBBOBTHae®" 83 TSptal? 92 

13 0260-1 SEE HE BRBII (20) P) (CW A BSArnan Lmtsdl A Jms 8 3 SDreutS 92 

14 623000 »MUKrfmni&astfBB»MrRBaeM««lPWSsve»82_sataif7V 97 

15 522101 HAM FOR FftOftT (llkD) IProtesSorad tecirg U Johstcn 8 2 (4e0 J4 Seay H U 99 

15 5HW5 9*W»[W«)(17)(D)^UaylrWorenDftEnmQaK7U Jtfeta2 E 

17 14346 REinW0FMW(2QnBieMAmn0mtaJBsS«t710_BMtaN(9I3 91 

-ffrietaad- 

Bgnwte 93 Seat Prid, 7-1 Cosnfc Woo. Zrima. 153 a eet tai . »1 Aaane, 19-1 taw, 
U-lfl— B»0iterii.Wi1itata.lA.lJettn* Ba taneAtaiRBrFW.llwtl«e»«|*d,lM. 
Refan Of Ata, 22-1 Sonf Of Skye, 2M Btadta ted, 3S4 taM 
1996: Potar Prince 3 B II F Lpeh 0 frl a tor OU Jaw dtern ?Ml 12 m 
FORM GUDE 

The wifi be tost and futous wnh Anna* nyng to make afl bom iris made drew. Assuma 
was a decent maiden et two (second to Soeoe at Sanoown) and ns ruled t» a Mayhnind 
on UrtgOekTB Ecuttadi an te reoppearenca. Crut Chilli went with the ton paoe at rixft 
(lm) ortjr to oe outfit by Out Of Si0it so this <kop m dtsonca sharidnt be no much of a 
protoem. He came tram tehnd when beating Jeffrey Aoutbemd (Sb boaur) at 
and looks a tog danger. But the mam fancy must be Mark Johnston* RESTLESS SHUT, 

anlmDresshejmanBewntoratNcom0tomand1aoed«imastemtBd(onhsn^)pe«- 

ancs at rwwtMy wh e bad draw and hgweld*. He gets an arira to rlcng today. G leei rinw 
was tourtn to Summer Queen at Newmarket when Greet CMd showed pnsnse m Ulh. She 
did wm «Kh a mg wet^x at Nevsbury tolerwants. but me opposaan was poor. Sharp Ten- 

per drebeaer man Bscftaas Pad in a strong reee at Donca9mr and M meets tMs>M 

on 153) bettor terms. Backed as thougt a smart sort on te debut. Sharp Temper made 
amends to the defeat wan a 6moomwm at Cattenck. Zarina tan am a dagyhantfl eappar 
n Captafl COUre 3t Goodwood. Satocttor RESTLESS SPIRIT 

ITfinl VODAFONE OAKS (<»OUP 1) (CLASS A) £200jD00 biMfi 
added 3YO lm lOytls 3SSS 

1 54G22 AmnEffSK19)(BAPIeflfff)CanaBi90 MBoberts 12102 

2 2463-1 BM BAUDS (33 CGodotfmlS bn Surer 90 KDtayS102 

3 42 800KArBB>nME(27><RUCpe4Ctyfer90 WBkteyll 98 

4 141 CfUMi OF U3HT (27) iSheKt UchamueO) U fitUB 9 0^_ OtaBarS 99 

5 13 BMflMA(26)Otf}(HHA0NBn)JQB(H)9O Jltata®i 2 106 

6 0313-3 EI0BE(FII) {24) (IMS Rang) POvpdeM(am90 IBH44 96 

7 0413-3 aCZniEROOWtPb (IS) (DthytP6CrtJ£. Hammond iTrt 90 J Fortran 9 K» 

8 2-55 BffEBMLSCHOUR(37)(&MnkfehadKaetiJEireaoe90 BCbdwasSSB 

9 111^1 BEMBOFVBBE(USA}CM}(KAbdufah)HCeol90 KMbb6115 

10 35-1 S>BUMH(tJ») <329 jCOXAmrt Sen Surer 90 XDatatlOVUG 

11 13 UNWNEVBf1lBE(Z7)mDr Karri SBCtaD)SMMCS 90 WBjul 94 

12 122-01 YASMSAX(BSA)eUIKttxUril«HCec<90 M JKtoano 7109 

-32dadm- 

BETTWft 8-U Rm» OTVan*. 94 YtotatoLS-lRytari, 9-lCretet« U0ri. 10-1 Btayto, 20-1 
Utoatoa Vantoa, 33-1 Atfltm, atate Reyafe. 40-1 took At Bedtime. 68-1 Bat D a ferfee. BHfc, 
200-1 taatU Seriate 

1*» Lady Cana 3 9 0 Pat Eddery 10-3 (H Cec* draw (91 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Henry CecJ has often compared REAMS OF VERSE wBh htt 1965 Oaks Miner Oh So Sham, 
and me daughter of Nureyev, tale not exactly bred to get 12 takings, cannot be opposed 
after gaOoping the opposition senseless in the Mustdora Slakes at York. Sixth m the LOOO 
Guineas whan her stablemsteYririhBak was 14m, Reams Of Veree can dig deep when need- 
ed. as demonstrated by her wms In me May H* at Ooncasrer and F«es' M4e at Asce*. Yash- 
mak has me pedrgee to the job - she's a hart-sister to Commander in Chief - and she 
came from the Guneas to walop three modest types at Newbury. Yashmak seems better 
sorted oy sofbsh gourd, but she's id be bang mere at the fresh with Mick Nnane 
aboard and a 1-2 to Cedi tools the order of the dey. John Ow rates Etwflyta fruity and 
the Saar's Wetts My has been raeng a^fnst colts. But she i»y lack me necessary ex- 
pertence to such a test Crowo OMJght won the bngWd Oaks Inal n soft sound that to- 
tally found out impressme Sendown vonner Ukrariw Vmtm. She Is the type to imprew a 
lot so she cat reverse Pretty Pofly Stakes tom wtm the wmef , Styaafeh. who runs rnavW 
sor today, and Attttra (second) over the (onger tnp. Selection: REAMS OF VERSE 


g£a Penally Value H7.9M ■— *«im.linll4iifc 

J SSffi&“^SgTKKTr.*“‘ .tt=5 

I ss 

5 £71-00 SMWBARPtoeheteUrtamxMlU^^?, 2 r SSI 

6 00032 OaWWrtAffip^R(BF)|G£Aitfr..Tjrt»^Trr- 1 

j 45000 H6HTHIMKNSAK34) (D) lfe IW ^ 

g 0(7202 VBmULREAUn'pltlfihftmHSUruT^fiaq^^^ 589 

9 -0OS2O wm Wlfftm ahB Cawroen ftcro 

10 DOOM 7J»fftM(USA)£l«i«7«^ N c»^5a 

II 00023 wii owsiwEMm«m S iJSr,7Hfi 

13 403101 UN0D^WICD)UtalM«DGretaMv48T[ta 

« 412323 ffllU*»KEBn0anlCBm»i7a?^^ ^ 

15 4-12 TOftIB FRECED9IT (B) (BR (fteSey KivMy P Hare 3 3 2 ru-SEmt 

IS 26sm 

17 G0W» ^ S ST 

18 24562 3MlfflESIWICEfllSliWte«ftoiBtfita«3Sfl SdVvwIvftn 

19 0-1101 SriSI WUeHta JU) E Uw ***»>* 

BEnWfc iMSwtaWtatana, 7-1 Trwrete. 9-1 StoTtart. Wmra i 1 , 1Ynua -p_ r . 
«taet. lMtedfe Ptae. Red Rebrie, Sendabor, 

pta, ^ ajcws: 1 mSZ i? Si sJS? 88 

1996 UDUvs 10 7 12 G Cara »1 (R Faey) (to*, Q)\bz?s "~e.«-ime«a 

FORM BUDE 

**" Tato ?’ *** ***> N- «i ow aartti save hs 

Sandown win tarn Gto Me A Rmg (York winner saicei. But AMBER Fort em n nn f. rm 
Kamfxon tom wim h im -the p ar Wshmg fifth and sixth to Autumn Cover drawn at 

SardOMt tea UrnAmber Fort row has Mem Fallon aboard. Sylvan p££R raJlS 
Meal tnp - som ?^ <7f) last OmeTwer^Sr i£m te 

me progetae Amte Coort-g ^ Sfrta\Mhtalna. whose Leicester tonro made 10 
look better '■•^leo^^sftournxixfsesmoirxrtiwwxri at VWnoaor on Monday. Sandabar ^ o^toaotyMi. 

Kt“^-sass^- , TBKSSS 

1 113.20 fiOtRElYOJtaWIGMflrita ADaanea 

2 214-22 CHASUJTTE COBDfflf P31IA E ftperte*nen (j ihm 4 9 g hSm 

3 11403 SAMARA (11) (tatodd Farms SmaUDJDirlcp 49 6 

4 14-1 0UTYfST(DSA)p5)(ftxklBll0ai'hctotel HCedlfi 11 algSj 

5 ^ BAjraAUSWOTJ^mSwfiASteMnaBa UftmoteS 

8 63040 Q&EL (15) CSham Mahaimed M Stoute 3 B B ACtek7 

7 01 MARE DORA £FR) P5 (Li>Tt I B*&g388_ .JHta2 

LETIBKE 94 (W Wasty 3-1 4-1 Cteriotta Corday, 8-1 Bated Ataria. GretriL 10-1 Sanw- 

re. Made Dora 

1996c Donna VWa 4 9 6 W Woods 9-1 (C waB) oraui ff> u m 

FORM CUBE 

There Is more id come from OUT WEST, veto had just the two runs poor id beanrw LiHi datre 
and Mbs Rntos at Goodwood a tomg 1 ae>. She shaped wU against the cote at Don- 
caster lest September and cotid just be a on Detier doss than thehanarapper Samara 
who ran vreB n mW to Insebable at Sandom. Fatototy processed wtu from handicaps 
tear season, but she wO dowel to win ths after showing noming over a longsr mo m Dubai 
to April. Setecttott OUT WEST 

|C Aftl VODACOM TOKYO TROPHY HANDICAP (CLASS O E25JXH) 
added 3YO fillies lm 2f 18yds Penalty >tah» ti^So 

1 32-125 RyiDJWSWSWPDSarillMAyraunS? 0Ptater6 

2 222-21 JAUMIY JAC* (3to W W itetnanj L Cuman 9 5 LMM2 

3 06-121 SUPPIY AM) DB4AM) (27) (C) (Aox) G L (tore 9 3- _ __Kfcta5 

4 21-6 ISLE OF MAR (USA) £13) IH S H PrtnceF«nd Srirnary PCWe 8 11 ratal 7 

5 30-112 SIRAIWIORE CLEAR (32) fftxt BrWhs LS 31 G LfasSID Frinri Fttriwrv in 

6 032 CHEF MONABBI (18) (Mkss N JetkM) B Sman B 9 _ »CDCfrm4 

7 42-21 RtVBTS SOURCE (USA) P0)(D)M«nto,iBI*S 6 MMtel 

8 42242 DKAMOFHURBB(lS)IOnsaa*enDifloe t a5 JADta-3 

9 CM AHaBJNPHEPlJlPaJHmckwM State 81 Mifc-ySa 

10 -23321 MRMRADGE(2)(GEARhenT JTte4uan7ici(4a) RHtac^S 

— IQ iM tep rf . 

BEITMto 4-1 Rriwfe Some, 5-1 Janriy Jack, 6-1 Stnririreore dear. Dream of Nmi, 7-1 Sopely 
tad Dwwrad, 8-1 Ry To Tria Stare. UklCrifetMoneKri, l^lotbere 
1996: Ubro 3 7 6 M Baird (5) 8-1 (C AKnj oawn (12J 12 01 


HMtewtt 

0 hater 1? 

.-RDodmeU 

T (feta 7 

merit 5 

M Mil 11 


fc..-. *- r. 


HYPERION 

Z35 Branston Benry 3j05 Bold Brief aAO Epontae 


GOING: Good to Firm. 

STALLS: Inside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low tor 6f. 

■ Leftphand cause, undutoUng and sharp. 

■ Course Is NW of town on ABI 36. ADMISSION: dub £J 1 ; Tte- 
terw lls 17; C ourse 12.50. CAS PARK: Memhera 12, rem free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: i—.— Mnele (8JKI; TwinriarrcT 
(vtoottd. 4.10); Bong Kong Express iwitored, 4.10). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: Baby Grand (2£6) woo a Cap 
tcrick 00 Friday. LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEB& Gold Edge (3.05) 
& gpoeta 1:1-10) tax 235m by M Channon from lemhourp, Bcrte. 

|o oel EBF NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £4,500 
added 2VO 3f 

1 01256 TDUNGBNR(2Q (D)PDEvans92 IFEpn* 

2 213 8RAMSIDN BEtoTf (15) (D| JLEpaSll RlappeS 

3 351 AUMffilinar{U)(D)JBE0ya9 PFcs*ey(3)2 

4. 341 BABY SRAM) (7) (CD| TO tenon BS.JQaberieylta (7)1 

-4dederad- 

BElIMft 54temtaa Beay, 7-2 Afeta ttaK Yw« ta; SI Btey »ta 


' HYPERION 

630 Generous Gift 700 Poly Gofightiy 730 BoU 
Fact 800 Sue’s Return 830 Hever Golf Ctiarg- 
er9jQO F an ta sti c FTame 

GOING: Good u> FTnn (TTnn in places). 

STALLS: Straight course - stands ride; round cou ae - ouride 
(except lnvtf - inside). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High best Tor 7f 10 lOf. 

B fbghiffhand course wfch riarp bends and Rradwnis. 

■ RaccoouEse b north of OucAceut between A286 and A2S5. 
CUcheoer raOwsy Station (London Victoria) la 4-5 enfee away. 
ADMISSION: Bfehmond Endosure&l 6, Gordon ftidooure 510 
(over- 66s £5), PubBc Etodosure Afi (over 65s W). CAR PARK: 
52; f ree parki ng available. 

BUNKBKBD FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN -mB LAST SEVEN D ASS: Lndo (BOO) raririLdcee- 
itr on Monday. LONGTOStAWCB KUNNKBft C ar ty w O teet tVJQOJ 
bas bear sent 131 miles ly J Neville from Cotdkgnew, CwcnL 

fftofvl WEALD&DOWNLANDMUSaJMMADEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5JD00 3YD lm 4f 

1 0 ACII0N5inT0M3(58}Cqeer90 A Morris 1 

2 06 GEEBS BOY (20) A Jaus 9 0 ,WJ0TlBMQr4 

3 002-25 GOdfBJS OR (31) E DutoO 9 0 D ODcettoo (3) 2 

I 4 5S000 MDAUK(U|MHWM>90 SSandnS 

5 5 ACHOSS7JKWUWfia)CQffira9 SOnraoeS 

8 05 AUTUMN TBC (24) P OwooteHyam 8 9 RHeta(3)3 

-Scfedreed- 

BETTMto 54 Grewrous Gift. 4-1 Atam Ttaa, IM Gee Bee Boy, tata 
The Wafer, 74. frUoa Statens. 12-1 Pads* 

; | vnnl bu. wightman handicap (class d> 

L £5)000 added Sf 

1 0-1338 MAIJBUMAMC2D(D)EWctaS10 0 .TSfrtaB 

2 116200 SAUYSUDE(13)(CDJCOaer5910 I Bald 7 

3 00-000 SRSnU0K(CQn PMafn|699 ANcOtaett 

4 -24345 SC8808BBCE(llJ4)(CD}ja«ef599— Statenll 

5 552220 WUOW DALE (2) (DWT 0 EkKrti 4 9 9^ P teayfe (3j 3 

| 6 611055 \NMXTHEBEAT(9) (C) (Cfi M Meads 7 93 FHortwA 

; 7 0-1000 DWBCMJSSPpa>AJwra4 93 WlOTOnaorB 

I 8 /0004 SHAHPSro«Clfi>RHata492_ Sepfafe ItecteB 1 

| 9 312404 SEA DAN2IG (9) 7 Bndgv 4 9 2 DfterfeoalO 

10 050321 POUT 60UGKn.Y (1^ (IQ M Bbreheid 4 8 12K Adana 5 B 

11 36340 JOWl ODREAMS (18) (0) MR A ring 12 7 12 A6tetb2 

12 -62443 FUMS HAROLD ftfl) MOorsw < 7 10 ItytaS 

-Drid ari - 

MMtwn i«Wie 7a UMl True homficap w#c Ftyfrtg HaroU7H9«tx 
BOTWe 4-1 PoBySoagfety, 6-1 Wfeow Dele, 8-1 MriRiu Mao, Watt Trie 

I Beat, Sharp Sock, Sea DaraJg, Fljfag Harold, UWefeere 


I^7|c7 JERMIULX HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,300 

aritteri aVO Sf 

1 16000 EE AGE (18) (D) Rw*ams9 7 D0tfBtbs(3)3 

2 00052 KORIIBN SAL (7) (D) Ms L PeoaS S 0 — PFesseyRS 

3 40435 caRMCWIdQGMasntnSU 6 (to tal* 

4 00006 BOLD BREF (9) P) DSnttl8 11 LCriemodtllB 

5 36-322 BOLD EDGE |6) (Bp) MOmwnSlO IFEgriiS 

6 2000 RVE-O-HFTYptH) JL^re89 HBtaBbarl 

7 34533 UNO'S SURPRISE (7) [DJjBMng 88 TBSHmsIO 

8 360000 UMAR MUSK (B) (D6 RDnThonpsai88-JIHMta(5)8B 

9 66006 STAR OF THE ROAD (B)J Car 8 6 N Kennedy 12 

ID 000000 BAPTISMAL ROCK P8) B CU«y 81 f" 

11 56604 AUSADARA (11] NBysot81 IBreaU(S)2 

12 40005 WUMATS WGLL(32) (BR M WEacrety 7 UDfeaSIwee 7 B 

13 E0646 BMMDMUSnRDr(M)MHeBDvGk710 J Lowe 5 V 

-13 deifered - 

Uliinun ne(9ic lGhi 7ne hantftap wc^c Rarritarita Stoft 7s ta 

BfTnwe; H-4 ScU Edge, 6-lTTritart Sarprtse, 61 Hortbam SlL Oorte- 
criM, arid Bdtf, Star Of The tend, taton* few, 12-1 otaa 

ro^nj SCORTON CLAWWS STAKES (CLASS F) 
L^LIjiJ £3^00 added 3YD lm 5f 175yds 

1 242615 TYCOON Tta (ID) W M Brc&ouna 3 12 IBreuriM (Q4 

2 30034 B>OME(9)Mamcn88 JFEg«6 

3 000-50 SUER BUTTON (SB) S KaBSMl 8 7 RnenchRS 


y| SOUTHERN DA1Y ECHO MADEN STAKES 
Zj (CLASS D) £6ft00 added ZYO 6f 

02 BATStMNC(9) M Meade 90 ____F Norton 5 

6 BBBHA SMflNG (1^ R Herron 9 D DrewOHcM2 

BOLD FACT (USA) HCed 9 0 — K ft** 7 

5 CAROUSE (16) MOBtron 90 RNodmf 

CARRY THE HAG PQte 90 T (feta 10 

CUTOMMOND PCcfe9 0 1 Arid « 

EASTWBL HAIL R Cu* 90 SDwwn a B 

GOODWOOD GNMHBU Datop 90 PatEiktoyS 

MXR£1BBUEDuriip90 D ODoBOboe (3) ♦ 

MATH. C Bensesd 9 0 AMcOowell 

MfflTFUra;*90 A GUI 

-Udadared- 

74 Bdd Fad, 5-1 Cany Trie Rat 7-1 Gaerieead Center, 8- 
tg, Cd Dtawod, 10-1 Banwba Stag, Carouse, 12-1 otbere 

CfELSEA CONSTRUCTION TEAM HAM>- 
z] ICAP (CLASS C) £7^00 added In 

05 F08ZA HEUO (19) (CD) Gty Kdewy 4 10 0 JReW7 

04- CML10BnY(a^(D)GlM4913 MEdtotyB 

05 StF5 REI15M (IB) [D) A Jan® 594 WJOYtowerB 

S3 smRP6KffH£(U)n(BF)Rftonin491JrfUM2 

M5 DUBlD(9)MEbretanl6811 J (feta 4 

DO BM0S6AUAllEYp2)PButtr6810 DSwetatyRl 

QO BANZHAF (USA) (IS) (D) G L Mocre 4 8 8 KFHteS 

00 DUdHEH EOLFTBE [37) Laa HfringJcn 4 8 5T (feta 6 V 
13- »WOiMSlHipB a)CPBB CItegn6713_AM>taC|S 

4-1 Share SbBlft. H FOta R^n, ftlCMI Ltaty, Deete, 
■fer, 7-1 Barerid, 8-1 SBri Retm, 10-1 otter* 


4 5 DOWN HEARTED £5) WKempBS PFeeMgr{3)2 

5 0- AUNT DAPHNE PZ7)B McMahon 80 KSaed(G)l 

6 4045-5 ZANAflAY(M3)WSerey 712 NKeanety2 

—6 dadawd 

BETTWto 8-11 testae, 94 tycoon Tfete 6-1 tatay, 26-1 Steer Bto- 
ton, 33-1 other* 

I ATn I LESLIE PETCH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
L~^J £4,025 added lm 4f 

1 00032 MPWAropjWMCamcf»349M LChamodt5 

2 60000 ZAMHABffit(USA) ®WS»tyB96 — R Ftoncb (5) 4 V 

3 (WO-6 HAML(10) [D)JVtenre0V895 IBorihB<5}2 

4 53010 ORr(AGEnWE(llG|JJgum492 IFEgraB 

5 15400 COURSE RSWNB C23Z) P) B McMahon 6 BU-LMerriowl 

6 00600- «W(aqBCUIty58 7 IfteirtogS 

^ £ dsctirtsd * 

BETTMto 64 tapHta, 4-1 ArtT. 02 Zaetaecr, 11-2 COttoft Pffeoe, 
74 coena Hritofr 20-1 Itofed 

f AA c \ ELLERY HILL APPRENTICES MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS G) £2^75 added 7f 

1 5030- BAZBRH>(ll72)MsJ total 494 J Murphy ft 3 

2 00066 BDBAY SOW (10) J L Eyre 4 9 1 .T9dtoB7 

3 402000 satN>E(UjMsLSbtos491 JGototedB 

4 -32350 OPXMtCARFM(IS(34)jLE)a388 DMonatfifl 

5 -556^ WGH SPWts (10) T Eaoaty 3 8 8 DMctodtelB 




AL&*Z.i. 


1 35025 

2 01404- 

3 10005 

4 -31623 

5 -40045 

6 11-800 

7 60020 

B 12SOO 

9 21213- 


|S on 1 CELER ET AUDAX CLAIMING STAKES 
\9r=y \ (CLASS D) £5*000 added 3YO 7f 

1 56003 BBBBIBDRtemonBU hriBritoyl 

2 264306 HBB(GnFCHAfKBinP)T)N^}RnB4_SSata>2B 

3 40000 «ffiEGM.P3)MsJCBcl81 Meta Deyer (3) 3 V 

-Sdedawd- 

BETTWft S-4 Big Bn, 2-1 Aybaeart. 5-2 Hovar Gdf Chre^r 

IQnni GEORGE STUBBS HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 3YO flHes lm 2F 

1 24001 PARTY ROMANCE (DM BUflllty 912 (SriB -Jt hta* 

2 662 FAHnsnC HAIC QB) P Mate 9 B MRorierfr 

3 0335 KXM (3^ J Gnsden 9 6 Sited 

4 001 BEWd>1«SCS<a<lS)|C)CCta9 4- Kteta 

5 035 N0BEU»tS)JDurt«93 PMBtary 

6 400-40 SAFFRON ROS (22) M Baratwd 8 6 I (feta 

7 00322 BffiAL RStSAAND (16) (BF) Glare 8 6 — Pad Eddery 2 

8 3600 AMBBCAN BMSPra (20) P tans 8 5 Cltato(7)8 

9 P-3538 CARDS QUEST (9| J Meta 8 5 StaraelD 

10 00221 UIDOW(D)RHarnn82(5e4 DtaOTMB 

-10 dednd- 

KIT1MR 9-2 Regal Retyfeand, 11-2 fedam, 7-1 Party Romance, ten- 
tesac Ftom, Behind The Seem, Lede, 8-1 Nobel led, 13-1 crlfeerx 


HYPERION 

&40 Squared Any 710 Central Park 740 Se- 
quoia Prince 810 WTWtawftBe 8-40 Snow Par- 
tridge 910 Irish Light 

GOING: Good to Rnr fPtrra tn pfeees fe 

OTALLS: 6f.7f* lm- tnshfc; lm 2f- outride- 1m 6f- ctmt. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for 5f*6fitovr for 7f* lm. 

■ Left-hand, almost flat, oval (mine; Anight 6f comae. 

■ Geneve ‘.h of AMO and M6 . Siattan 2m. ADfeUSSKJN: Caurv 

ly 9tonrf£(5: Triaaralb S9; Newton tand &-L CAR FARE rtee. 
BUNKCTtg)FaSTTtMR (ton Uftl To tta(6.40X Meta 3Wr (8-40). 
WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-lHBEANCBEOIOlKB&Duinr (7.101 AltamityTtok (8.10) 
hare been tat 238 ufflea by J Dmfop from AnmdeL W Snreex. 

|C rtftl RED ROSE HANDICAP (AMATEURS) 
1”^! (CLASS G) £3000 added Im2fl20ytte 

1 52405 HWS*MDaNMU.psjJ6oalBn6120 JbCtemNl 

2 66-400 G0U)BIADE(4B)(D) J PBBBeSllll.— JhaLPeareelS 

3 40320 WBn BH5 I Dt (2qMTbmplto»5117-HriitortfaiWBV 

4 45333- raMUmmmPDBBm5U5JfrWIMa0fcfllB 

5 536463 F0RZMt(7) JJ0Ned510U Hr G Lake {4} 9 

6 34460 IBICRES6COP(13)BMBriia)3109-tanJABHMl2 

7 625136 CUE» IP TO PD&to 4 10 8 WA Evan* (4) B V 

8 /MOO N0MME113) DQtalrii 6 10 7 HreROrikU 

9 62000 BESriBVIBflSnLBta61DG_lteiALIHdtaB(7)7 

V) /tfiO-4 OAEiKTDUifEmsKaelnrediofijtecamlOB 

11 (HB04 SQM«B>AIMDr(13|JW{^ne51D5 JtaCltaNMB 

12 -G0041 CUBANIBCmwMMn5105 teTMcCertfe-a 

13 OOU52S BARBARAS JEW. (7) A Baity 5 IS 2 _»DB Shrer (7) 3 

14 O5EE0 mcmBMN»MMREfcIfey991DJfrSJEtank(I):a 

15 22604 rMANUTMAM (14)Ctedti699 tea D Seta (4} 4 

16 -00426 HU1CHE&LAOV00) RMcKta597-lfesCWtaBia(4)16 

17 00060 PHANArtp3^fiPtaC0dill97 — J*s C Pracocft (7) 12 

-17dedared- 

BEnMCG-l Amfegta f« Otar Bm£ *-l Goto Bade, tamed Are* 
10-1 BtoMeea, Brebnre* Jewel, Heteita lady, 12-1 othan 

( 7in1 EBFWEAfER MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £SJOOO added 2VD 6f 

1 0 CAPDUNJOWSItaB Metal SO WRtaR 

2 4 C88RALPMKC13)Pato90 CMfrT 

3 DURAR J DieWop 9 0 RHfc3 

4 CBMND (USA) J Goston 90 HtorelB 

5 TKEBWaHlfflPDBar«90 IFEgtaS 

6 50 7B»«A«PD&rans90 Jtertu*4 

7 0445 DMMPArttOL(3|feHas89 Dean HcKeorei S 

" ,TEttocaa(S)L 


8 lAltyRKW UUBB0RJBeny89 TEItocaoftl 

BETTM8C 15-8 kebend. Ur4 Ctobal Peril, B-l Dwar, tarty trim Umor- 
iefe, 12-1 Tlndaya, Dana PatreL 20-1 Capfrfe Jones, Trie teewter 


6 000 mERGOlF ANSEL CWPIteta.3B5 P Goode (5) 5 

7 04065 HONB KONG EXPRESS (8)1 Btey 3 85 Ptafley4V 

B 0200 WPUatCl^M JMTaan3B5 NPoBwel 

-Bdedued- 

BEnWft 34 lty$ Spirits, 31 Hong Itaie Etynns. 31 Cafete Canwt*. 

7-lBribqr 8tor, MnBan. U-llfem Bril Angel, lB-lBtaifa« bre. Setae 

ICOni SCOTCH CORNER HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
lr=5ll £4K025 added 6f 

1 131214 FOIST (20) (C) (D) (BF) M W Es&rety 5 10 0—J tenting 12 

2 06400 BREC0NGU.UU>(l«Mls35l«l59nJBnBM(5)4V 

3 50136 SUPEtaT (189) 0^(PF) B McMstoi 5 9 5 „L Nneton 10 

4 10060 ABT DtSSBHNT (B) (D) R tthcfca 5 9 4 R Retain 1 

5 336420 TROPICAL BEACH (4) (B) fiery 49 4_P Heberts gj) 9 

6 201032 SKYBtS FIY3I (9) (tfi ton Drcrrpsai 3 9 3 T WtBans 11 

7 50-250 IH1ES1E (28) M Ware 5 8 10 Ptaty^S 

B 515603 NAP0l£DN STAR (q(D)SBwnrg 636 DriaGBatnlB 

9 30000 SQ«eflSE(27)iC0)NTita885 J(Cntefe8 

10 -40662 CAMOMGUR (4) (D) T Eesbity 4 8 3 LOtattk7B 

11 06000 PAIHA2E (IB) N 4 7 11 JiMeandyS 

12 06000 MNMH2ANDO(15) JBaUng4 7 10 I Iran S 

-12 declared - 

Afeanum telgtc Ta 10ft. True handfc^p «(ght Matorn Zarrto 7a BD. 
BETWte 7-2 Fetat, 11-2 Tropical Beach, Skyare Ryer, 8-1 Caarinmur. 
10-1 Brecon#! tad, Start*, Napoleon Star. 12-1 otam 


f^*7sl BAILEYS ORIGMAL IRISH CREAM HAND- 
f ‘ W l ICAP (CLASS E) £4400 3YD lm 30yds 

1 56646 JUP[tEBP2)(BF)GBwey9 7 MOnnwre 

2 000404 RUDE AWMKENMCn C Fartua 9 7 TSMM(7)S 

3 250 IHEliEGO}MroRt21)MHeaBrr-Efe97 ICamril 

4 0003 WE1C0AE HOME (3QJ PDBhOn 9 4 JF^g»2 

5 51600 TUBAL MBCH& (29) D MnBsir 9 1 — .Danw Moflrit (3) 9 

6 200-60 GABLESEX |41) B Bart'S 13 ACrihtaU 

7 06000 !EAn4an)SRARL(2URHcataU810Dftniw|3)7 

8 113280 rei EXPRESS (20) P Hasten 8 10 RTtacri® 10 

9 40230 DOirT WORRT MBC p?) F tee 6 5 RH»4 

10 000 SEQUOIA PRtfCE (CAN) pfl) M Bel 8 5 M Fenton 3 

11 06600 DEEpSTEECE(9}MWE»Etty82 ,_ .T Ira 8 

12 45000 HUTDNSEXECUIlVEClfl) EAtoon 710 DVWgfell 

- 12 deefered- 

Urinum merge 79 JOB. Trae Mnricap -a&t Hftans Eworae 7a ?». 
BETTMG: 31 tater. 1U Wriota Horn*. 64 Rude Awakening, The 
NngrtMot, 7-1 Dwe Pee Tee Cee, 61 ttort Worry UDm, 12-1 otters 

Q in -l ASPECT BEAUTY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5^000 added 3VO fflfies lm 6f 

1 0642 IH0B«rPAWP9»;Di*to097 IFdrtraeS 

2 064 VBnUNME (USA) (IQ EtXrt0p92 Btefe? 

3 60431 HEART0FG0LD(10)Mi»Sltel92r4ol W Ryan 4 

4 23200 CANADIAN FANTASY (20) M tofrraorr B 13 DHoBtadl 

5 3P-506 SWTWAY(4)kHoffi88 Dta Ifeteen 2 

6 00322 MVSIIC QUEST P0»WKMcA(dte 86 IF^preB 

7 06000 PHUHIPS IBSSION (17)J tenee 8 5 SBawfeellS 

BETTMto 9-4 Tfcondqr Pairi, M Myrtle Quart, 4-1 Heart Of Gold, 31 
MlbHMMe, 10-lCanarta teotesy. 14-1 Setae*, PWteta »*Moe 

\oAf\ \ ZOES 21ST HRTHDflY MAIDEN STAKES 
l p ^ w l (CLASS D) B5JOOO added lm 6f 

1 54 ARDAmOCHrtBHCE(7)ie*MRtaty6912Xfe*Wna2 

2 LAMXBI(E5) J Norton 4 9 12 0Pe«(3)6 

3 0/ UAWACH (1113) J Farrtrrae 6 9 12 DHwihnB 

4 06 MB8ASTN)(USA)(20) J(toaden49 12 KtomI3B 

5 5 SABUn J OratWI 5 9 12 PF8sse?P)» 

6 04 FteAL STAGE (20) POWpfte-ttfltnS 8 7 — RPtetaftl 

7 04 5ANGMAI8R£AHj00YpO{l3JJGflSder»3fl 7.Jltee4 

8 236 SHOWPARTMD6E (USA) pi) POdE 38 7 CRteerlD 

9 AWtALEHA J Posts 3 8 2 GBartecOB 

JO 0 SONB) HACtEATE (20) FHi)]f^382 ]Fatwtag7 

-10 dedtoed- 

BETTVIfi: 62 Snow Fnrtrtfee, 3-1 Itori Stagh M Sen Btaraore Meiedy, 
13-2 Meta Btar, 30-1 Aidenedi Prince, 10-1 Irauter. 20-1 ctara 

|q ml ROSTHERNELMTED STAKES (CLASS D) 
L~5li ESfiOO added 7T 30yds 

1 38006 MUUIIUVER (21) (D) M K8eton-Ete794 ICsnB4 

2 30006 ROYAL MARK (34) (D) T DBannn 4 9 4 D teuton 3 

3 1 BBSH UGHT (ISA) PB) M SBure 3 8 8 DHeCradZ 

4 6314- TRAftBmzgt (17 4| C Thana an 38 8 DraeMcKaoMrl 

BETTBtft 4-6 Hrii UK 4-1 MuBtover, 6-1 Royri Math, TtirMazar 


team to me trwu 

SSlT E14S2. Pl»* ft £652. 


HYPERION 

220 Sweet Mate 2^5 Sedbergh 
I 325 Shaded 3L55 Champagne On lee 
425 Risky WftisKy 4^S GoretskI 

GOING: toandartL STALLS: 5T oxdride, remainder 
- btedc. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Ftbresand tarrfocc left-hand strarp. O* 83 course. 

I ■ Course bfimWoT Newark. ADMISSION; Ctab 
S12; TaueraaBs £6 (OAP members pf course's Dfe- 
i mood Chib 14, under- 18s tree)- CAR PARK: Free. 
BXjXXEEBD FIRST TZHB; Sot 

uuw WhSafcy (42-'’)- 

nn renBHi pj THB LAST SEVEN DATS; Shadow 

Jmy {4 A5l won » MuastanSh on tenmlay. 

LONG-DISTANCE SDNNKES: Lydte Touch (&25) 

220 CHEETAH HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 7f 

i Q20-0 SAW STAR PBW 5100 D»ttfH4 

, o» MWIffWIIt M 19 88 1^^; 


HYPERION 

6.S0 Frisky Thyne 7^0 Amlah 
750 Apacf w 1 Len &20 Slotamatlque 
cottarful Ambition 820 Tee- 
jayVAHch 

GOING: Good to Firm. 

■ Kfeto-todwitawimshaipaiiw. ItaHh-W 

■ Cta te ta Sera* 

40-5 pprt), cimu m 4m. ADWISS1PN. NrenbraSI^, 

agsassassaa^ 

ESS--* 

by p Babbs from Bltore*. Sometvl . 


3 4532 BCU>ARSroCRA7(2S|(C) B 9 11 -F tyta 14 

4 6403 BBmCO {IB) (C) p) 8 9 10.G Fntaer |5) 5 W 

5 4010 JKSm>BOY{U)(CO) 897 — DHantaenU 

6 0301 XH*KIHEJ0N»P9(CD) 697 

rv«i at y man g b 

7 2605 PBMCESSWBn(41) 493 GDriBrid2 

8 02-30 FWSIBBE(3£) 492 ICanWB 

9 0413 CARLTON PS) (0) 3 9 1 N0ty7 

10 3411 SaSTHAlE(U|(CO) 5 9 1 -S Watafer 13 B 

u 0006 teURTGUSTOS) 591 0 Feral P) 3 

12 450 B60N8BIMBC28) 387 Q Carte 12 

13 0060 NORIHEHNJUDBEnn 486-JI teefen 15 

14 0000 ZAWMNCStoaw 585 tateareU 

15 WOO 5KHTC{I)(C)482 RPdcei 

16 2520 MONTE CAW PR G 7 12 — 0 Mem# (7) 15 

-16 declared - 

BETTBta M Carton, 61 Bold Aritacret, toritfa Bfe tor 
ar, Sweet Mata. Beelka, 12-lNe^tyPWtot, M-l ttw 
2J55 CLAUONG STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 2m 

1 2054 SH*fflBHpi)Wro»*5«Re«fey4954-. 

OtatanS 

2 2332 OBAN M6HIS (7) (Q SB 5 9 2 .V SMMty 2 

3 MADGE (Ml) 591 VWMtyS 

4 (WOO CAPWN WWW) 8810 BDodridB 

5 0000 MJS8tON(G!(D)&810 ICamM 

6 2404 PHABY DANCER (7) n 8810 Bterito ftlB 


£50 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 
added 2m 4fll0yds 

1 8212- CWCHTNEPlCHSipgSlll J iSWA 

2 4UF- CHARKIT 06.(21) 9 110 ** ***** 

3 0003- HHSWTHriE 68)8110-.- 

4 0501- 60WIHTWWNDPD4119 

5 PM- PHQZAMOWPO) 6 ll O -Ari Nte retara P) 

8 0043-' (SraSCOUSaflP^lDSXiaOfedKkm 

-6decfered- __ _ 

Wfed, UCriariot Del, (fewrfsCodBrf, 10-l«tal»ta 

7.20 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £SfiOO 

ft i/fari 2m 

1 4PC2- ASTRALEON M 9 1J 0 —-BStoty 

2 PUQP- nOM)MB«eEpa»81lOJIfllBtatam 

3 0060 PAPARAZZO (42) 6U° 

4 8554- RB9P3) 12110.—-- 

5 4U5V- SUPBtMMWEflO) 11110 -XWW 

B 2H2- UUWBDSmW IU®- 

7 OP. BLUE CHBBJBHMO) 8W9 

8 0133- AAUWCrt)(Cft5l08— Btvme 


7 0064 SnBBM06EUU)769 — Jtataw»(7)8 

8 0006 IEBNW0D POPPY (30) 983 Q Carter 7 

-8 (Sectored - 

BETTHta 66 Crian MgMs. H Sndtar^ 7-1 Pterty 
MKac,161teu0rien.lfrlUadta,Sba»6Ftoe,NNd- 
wnod Poppy, 2S-lMdatatMdy 
3JS HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 3YD lm 

1 0420 NHYASHAf7)97 JEOraRU 

2 3603 SPARKY (8 95 GParl(toft8B 

3 56E HOBBO (IS) 95 DeraMcKoownl 

4 5635 SWOH)Cia{BF) 94 » Carrol 2 

5 ooo KveteoiFCHAneifia 93 — saaeij 

6 0430 KUSMHHTNASaCfU) 90-SWfttaU 

7 006 MS MUSK (2£) 812. FtyocfilOV 

8 6058 PURPLE MACE « 8 12 CRtar4 

B 4640 WHT0SK(15) 810 JtVMoomSB 

10 0632 MADAM 1DCY CS3) 89 ACritaneO 

11 1005 B«0QWST«W8e DRMeCtaM 

1200-04 RACMGHEASrn(B()87 DHenfeoelS 

133600 lYCaJS TOUCH W 87 RM*7 

140665 PBUUBOriSBI 82 N Ferrlan IB 

15 000- KOOfUNAflE CZ73) BO DCShceG 

160050 ARURABAYP9 80 A«htai»13 

-Udectoad- 

BBTMR 5-lShadod,7-l Neheta, Madn Laqr.Bl^tety, 
Raetog Heart, 10-1 Mry 0 Str, EawtaL ld'l otaea 


-Sdetand- 

BETTW6: 5-4 Arabh, 7*2 As&afeon, 4-1 Uri Hydeee, KLl 
B e crfrw Bidff. Bead. 14-1 Pap a me , 33-loBwr» 

Z50 NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 

E) £ZflOO added 2m UOytte 

1 1- BMQDON (23) (Ofl 411 10-CMsComart (7) 

2 4438- MSIHftGBElM.(2D 6118 — A P McCoy 

3 8885- H— HtlBBBPqai 51012 TM 

4 50P4* 4PAOE 101(11)410 5 RDtaoretyB 

5 OOW- WdfefiE WmKCT(F2Q) 8100 Sltytor 

8 WOO- HEADOMSai BBlOO B5Wty 

Atetouir w»r 10tt Due ueW*c Maadntak 9B 5ft. 
BEIWfclM Brepira, «. Weafere Ctaeri, M Apneto 
Im.HIMHdarnd. lM«hhfltWik»ty HtooU 

&20 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 3m 

1 2501- RYBBGH BU10S (U) (CO) 10 12 6 ( 7 re) 

2 132U- BASDEUMEdtim 11120 RfiBltty 


335 MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
lines & mares £Afl2S added lm 

1 3-03 KEEN COW’AiaOH (IS) d 10 0 J DSto® (3) 2 

2 3342 EAVMPB} 3B4 ICarralA 

3 4000 DEGREE (10) 4 93 S Carter 3 

4 030 MAH MOON (21) 389 — Jfeaa MeKonra 5 

5 0632 MOtlY UUSC (7) 387 DBIflpT 

S 044 PHODBCnWCESStU) 385 — SMBridS 

7 OOO CUBBOUSDAHCStro 371DtoaeVteri»S6 

8 3504 CHWKNEtMEE(I}3710AMtadty{D10 

9 000 JUSTTYPICALtU) 3710 Xte Holder 8 

304000 NUSnC SONG W 4710 Mttetayl 

-lOdedMed- 

lednuir 7tt IOU Ine GfetU Daw 7tt£B^ Ora» 

p^Crite7a6^AST^7v»«UHfc*r«Wdi 

BEnm llff4 TWm.S-1 Mofly MnMA Gacharepaeto Db 
I ra, 1M Pbourb Priocare, 30-1 IU» Corapreta, Jta 

Typteoi, 16-1 Uanllbai, Gfertow dmmw. 20-irebere 
iL25 SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) £2^75 
added ZYO 6f 

1 14 LASHAM (11) 93 GFSUtaer(5)7 

2 1286 RWTWSWClfl 93 6 Carter 8 B 

3 0C6 AYEKHAM STAR (30) 811 — CTetaeftiB 

4 8 CHKASHANdO 811 A Ifety ft 4 

5 54 HErtWM (16)811 HDtylD 

8 8 eOLDENHCHE5(U] 811 Dear MeKroia 9 

7. OM IHfiBAKTSWaCBipi? 811_GDtaM2B 


3 P114- FtWCHE0NBAL£(M}m(BRRCurtelDlD7„ 

DMotH 

4 F34P- TEWIEBARPI (21) (C0)81D 5 Jtftffto 

5 3011- StOTMUHQOFp3{CQ 8UD3 fiDuawatyV 

6 P123- DETOASIBCO} 10101^, ltfrr 

7 P12U- TOUSH TBT (H) (COHBF) 7101 __B Storey 

8 4842- DBWIDriKM0RY(7) (CD) 8 IDQ^BPoml B 

9 P352- nnnCwEANDBBVfll] (0} 9100 -NSarttfi 

-9dodaed- 

mtoUBKtgclQsL 7itene^srttn£jr«A4lw SBSi 
EITI® 7-2 Skrtawhta, U-2 FMef0tBHU(,B-lBH 
Da Lake. Tough Test, 7-llbalbeta, lO-lotbea 

8L50 CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HCAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £4^000 added 3m 110yds 

1 3311- COU»ULAMniONp3) 7120JSty|to(3) 

2 P2D- BBteOfi HOUSE flam PR 10116 

J Pattoun fl») 

3 0242- PARSONS LODGE (33) mfBR 9101 

— _ — N PwfcfitP) 

4 F543- VALIANT DASH (11) (CD) (BF) Ulfll _6U* 

5 5FPP- W« WHOOP fla 5JD1 — C MeConeac* (3) 


8 063 DATNABSPa 86 KheTriMarS 

9 EB TREASURE Bb DWtartB 

10 6 GmCRAX MYSISIY (26) 8 6 -Aim feeerea 31 

11 0 KATES CRACKBI pi) 86 R Printer 3 

— 31 doctored — 

BETtta 2-1 RHfey Ufitoky, 62 Iraban, U Httofe, 10-1 
Ota Sfw, Djinetee, 14-lGycta Hyetery. lS-lrtlwre 

4v55 HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 5f 1 

1 0231 AFAANPfl) 4M3(7e» H Bataan (5) 5 I 

2 6141 SHADOW JURY M (Bl) 7102(780 

0 Pears (3) 11 B 

3 0501 PLEASURE THE (20)01) 4 10 0 fi DuSeU 9 B 

4 0012 GOHBSapfiJmW 4910._J)lfelTtan8 

5 0662 SU COTTAGE (18) (D) 5 9 6 -Dobd UcKeorei 2 

6 0000 GRAND CHAPatJ (44) (0) (BR 593 

jin email a 12 

T 4620 DHKBd)(Cm 690 — ,S Ftetear (5) 1 B 

8 0400 BOnvpqfCft 48U — taaeWHbp)4B 

9 853D TOE TOFU (34) (0) 4 810 G Carter 7 B 

10 Sim SOTONMN (HOI] (4} (0) 4S9 DMi0dl3 

11 0600 LOCUM (4) (D) 6 p 7 Cta0a(^3B 

12 OOO SAYAMAITEOto 386 SWriaferB 

130050 B8fflMNMOCU)4ai MmIUtorlO 

__ — 

B£TnN&4-16aictrid,ll-25riBdowiay l 6-lAfria,nee- 
*m Ttato, Delta, 8-1 team Ctapeou, 12-1 odwn 


6 2613- SHELTON MSEV PQ (D) 11 10 0 — KlaytorB 

7 (£04- 0ttMSnNMP4 10100 L Cooper (30j 

8 3030- BUXMNGSmNGft{CO) 8 10 0 _D Parker 

9 3021- HMSOODfll) 12100(600 JlftrifeR 

102581- WESHfflEWp) 7100(6a4 NHnruxfcsfl} 

-IQOedawl- 

bMiuic IOhl Th* rre^Slieton A»ty95fSriiJSffihMWi 
tet SB; Btarr** ^rtig 9a 20. ttrtood 9a. Mb Sferte 9st 
BETTDft 3-lOrifeM /MHm, W P*wft te*i.Ur2 
BrtwfltyllBtaWhriOMkM8ririlM4tar,jgeip- 
Hom, 12-1 Bartoed, Mte Sprite, 14-1 otters 

9l20 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 2m 110yds 

1 1111- TS«nrMICHtU)(C09 5123P&4 Sltytor 

2 266U- PAR CF JACKS ft (b) 7113 JVPlfaOay 

3 5843- UGHUW(13)(DJ 9111 NHanoctafl) 

4 0000- VWnGFRS)(U4)(C0) 710 UJTDuowooty 

551322- KEtOBipiin 6108 P Carbary 

m g dAdmtf •* 

EIlBfe lMft(Wi«tob,»lllta(aw,41PBr 01 J#*ty 
Ifigh Low, 51 Vintage Red 


> 
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England’s 
show of 
strength 
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Angry Lions 
await action 


£ 


£ 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from La Baufe 

The air around 
England’s thatched 
French retreat was 
punctuated with 
cries of delight yes- 
terday. lo the uninitiated it may 
have seemed they were still cel- 
ebrating Wednesday night's 
stunning 2-0 win over Italy in 
Nantes, but the footballers 
were enjoying another unex- 
pected English success - their 
hotel televisions can pickup the 
BBC’s cricket coverage. 

When it came to the football 
the mood was more restrained. 
While there was a quiet confi- 
dence about the England 
camp, there was also an un- 
mistakable sense that it was no 
time to be carried away. Con- 
tests with France and Brazil 
beckon. 

While it is true that Eng- 
land’s progress can only be 
properly assessed after they 
have completed their Toumm.de 
France programme, Wednesday 
night did suggest a bright future 
- especially as so many leading 
players were not involved. 

As well as the six changes 
from the Poland match, it 
should be remembered there 
are 14 current internationals 
back, in England who are either 
injured or recuperating from 
operations. 

“This is the strongest Eng- 
land squad 1 have been involved 
in," Stuart Pearce, who woo his 
76th cap on Wednesday, said. 
Pearce. 11 years an interna- 


tional, also said that he thought 
Paul Scholes’ full debut was the 
best he had seen. 

Scholes was as unflappable 
yesterday as he had seemed the 
previous evening. He had not 
even phoned his family. “My 
dad (Stewart] works nights as 
an engineer,” he explained. 
“HI ring him when he's bad his 
sleep." Surely, chorused the 
press, he will have watched it. 
“‘No, he’s pretty calm like me. 
He would have heard it on the 
radio and I expect he’ll watch 
it on tape in the afternoon." 

Scholes’ calm did not pre- 
clude his admitting he had a 
rare burst of nerves when 
Glenn Hoddle told him he was 
playing. Then it was on with the 
game. He held onto his shirt af- 
terwards, refusing all Italian ef- 
forts to take it off his back as 
successfully as he had denied 
them the bah. “1 like lo keep my 
shirts," he said. “They’re in a 
bin bag at present but I expect 
I'll frame the first one eventu- 
ally.” 

David Beckham sat alongside 
Scholes, for once relegated to 
second billing. Not that he 
seemed upset at that - while 
professing himself able to han- 
dle the media interest, he ad- 
mitted: “I don’t like being on 
the front pages. I'd rather be on 
the back pages. Some of the 
rhing s they have said about me 
are unbelievable. Tm supposed 
to go to places I’ve never been 
near." 

Beckham was as impressive 
as Scholes on Wednesday, but 
both were disappointed with 
their bookings. Scholes' was for 
an over-zealous tackle. A com- 



tan Wright accepts the adulation of the England fans following his god in Nantes on Wednesday Photograph: Empics 


petitive player with a bard 
edge, he will have to adjust lo 
the stricter refereeing at in- 
ternational level. 

Beckham’s problem is his 
tongue rather than his feeL He 
admitted that Hoddle had cau- 
tioned him on his dissent at 
half-time. “He said I open my 
mouth too much. It's nothing 
to be proud of and I’m making 
an effort to change. It is some- 
thing I do in the heat of the mo- 
ment, I'm not normally 
aggressive." 

“Young David Beckham 
needs to understand that when 
he's been booked he can’t stand 
there arguing, Hoddle said. 


“He could have got a second 
yellow card. At half-time I told 
him: The way you are playing, 
don’t make me have to take you 
off because in a moment you 
are going to be sent off’ He 
learned, which is a good sign.” 

The daftest booking was 
Gascoigne’s for a silly tackle in 
an innocuous area. It spoke 
heavily of his frustration. 
While he may delight in the 
promise of the young players 
around him, their progress 
can only hasten his departure 
and remind him of his unful- 
filled potential. 

Gascoigne will probably 
play against France tomor- 


row, as will Alan Shearer. Ian 
Wright will be content to step 
down having cemented Ms 
place as understudy, a position 
he could never have dared 
hope for a year ago when 
Robbie Fowler was heir ap- 
parent and Wright was an in- 
ternational discard. 

One wondered what Fowler, 
and Steve McManaman, 
thought of it as they watched 
during their recuperation from 
surgery. As patriots they would 
have enjoyed it, as contenders 
for an England place they 
would not Hoddle may have 
bad them in mind when he 
added: “I always said this tour- 


nament would offer players a 
chance to stake a claim.” 

It was England’s fifth suc- 
cessive win, and their fourth 
away win out of four under 
Hoddle. In nine games only 
Marek Citko, of Foland, and 
Italy’s Gianfranco Zola have 
scored against them. 

It is a record which, naturally, 
breeds confidence, with the 
latest result particularly valu- 
able in the light of the October 
World Qip visit to Italy. Hod- 
dle. anxious to m aintain the 
mood of re alism, wisely cau- 
tioned: “It will be different in 
Rome, there will be 80,000 
screaming Italians for a start” 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

reports from Pretoria 


liven ty-four hours of philo- 
sophical contemplation have 
not unproved the lions’ mood: 
if anything they are angrier 
than ever. When a distraught 
Dodcfie 'Afeir, his left knee in tat- 
ters thanks to the vicious at- 
tentions of Marios Bosnian, 
flies home after tomorrow’s 
game here with Northern Trans- 
vaal. he will leave behind him 
an unholy row that may yet end 
up in the courts. 

If the officials of the Mpuma- 
langa union fail to discipline 
both Bosnian and his partner in 
crime, Elandre van der Berg h. 
for their violent excesses during 
Wednesday's match in Witbank 
-and to the Lions’ satisfaction, 
at that - Fran Cotton, the man- 
ager of the tourists, will explore 
alternative avenues of redress, 
including support for any civil 
action Weir mi gh t feel inclined 
to bring. 

“As it stands, we are taking no 
further action," said Cotton, 
who revealed that Bosnian's 
stamping attack on Weir had 
caused structural damage to 
the popular Scot’s knee and 
wouldtesoh in both surgery and 
a lay-off of months rather than 
weeks. “But we have made it ab- 
solutely dear to the local union 
that we expect them to take ap- 
propriate disciplinary steps 
against both lock forwards who 
played against us. If that doesn't 
happen, well reconsider our sit- 


uation; it’s a hard enough game 
without gratuitous violence and 
we're not taking it from anyone" " 
Nigel Redman, the veteran 
lock forward from Bath* has 
been called in to replace weir. 
That decision deprives Jack 

Rowell, the England manager, of _ 

another influential figure in ad- y. 
vance of tomorrow's second Terii r 
with Argentina in Buenos Aire^ 
-Mike Catt, the goaUdddng out--' 
side-half, was summoned earli- 
er in the week -and once again, .• 
Cotton refused to countenance. . 
a delay. “We've asked for Nigel . 

imme diately and it would be 1UK •. 
precedenied if be were to be pre- 
vented from joining the Lions as - _ 
soon as practicable," fee manager 
said, bluntly. 

Despite lingering doubts over- 
Martin Johnson’s fitness, the 
tour captain will lead the lions' 
at Loftus Versfeld tomorrow.;. 
Experimentation has been kept ■ 
to a mi nimum - Erie Miller, the 
No S, tests out the repairs to his ; . 
fractured cheekbone at openr-.. 
side flanker, but plans to give^ . 
Allan Bateman a ran outside? j 
the first-choice half-back pair- ■ 
ing of Rob Howley and Gregor 
Tbwnsend were abandoned' : 
when the in-form Welsh centra. • - 

tweaked a hamstring in training.; 
UOHS 0 Northern T U n wa aj, PWtwW. to- ■: 
nmnfffcTStiMpMn W»*^5« 5 1 *2£«2i 
J Bontfoy (Nmcasfo and EnftancO. J Gnacott 
<BaA «« EMtaTflUATa* QfcwcariM and Soot-, 
tort, rUMwwootf INewaattoand EnghndfcG 
T a w and (N wlha n Mu n and Scqtfmi 
lay fcyaffam watew ttWawW 
ana Engtenn.M Ragan Onnm and E 
Leonard (Hartaquaa and EnQmtl), M 

(laicesiEf and England, capo, s Stow (frsiol mi 
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Britons’ sticky debut 


Van Hanegem the new Everton front-runner 


The Dutch coach, Wim van 
Hanegem, is the new front- 
runner for the post of Evenon 
manager. 

Van Hanegem. who was 
coach of the Dutch side. Feyeno- 
oid, between 1992 and 1996, ap- 
plied for job at fee Merseyside 
club and has been interviewed, 
but was expected to be offered 
a back-room post. However, 
Everton’s wabbly to attract any 
of their leading candidates for 
the manager’s position has 
forced their chairman Peter 


Johnson to lower his sights, and 
he is thought to be ready to of- 
fer Van Hanegem the top post. 

Bobby Robson, the Barcelona 
coach, and George Graham, 
the Leeds manager, have both 
spurned Everton’s advances, 
while Martin O'Neill, another to 
attract Johnson's interest, signed 
a new contract with Leicester this 
week. Van Hanegem. 53, played 
in the Dutch international side 
which pioneered total football in 
the 70s and appeared in the 1974 
World Cup final. 


Robson is also wanted by the 
Turkish dub Besfldas, who are re- 
ported have made an offer worth 
arouind EL5m over two seasons. 

Patti Hart. Leeds' director of 
youth coaching, has left the dub 
and strongly criticised its man- 
agement and owners. Hart, who 
guided Leeds to the FA Youth 
Cup and Northern Intermediate 
League title double last season, 
is considering an offer to join 
Nottingham Forest as their di- 
rector of youth development. 

He said: “I find it astonishing 


Brown tans Essex again 


DAVID LLEWELiyN 

reports from The Oval 
Essex 347 and 40-0 
Surrey 280 


It has been a long hard slop for 
Alistair Brown. His rehabilita- 
tion, though, now seems com- 
plete. He went through last 
summer without a first-class 
hundred, finished up by being 
dropped, and only got back 
into the side because of England 
calls. It should now be difficult 
to keep him out. provided the 
hand injury' he suffered while 
scoring a magnificent hundred 
is not serious! 

The perception of the genial, 
big-hitting 27-year-old is that he 
is primarily a one-day batsman. 
A first-class career average of 
more than 40 gives the lie to that. 
Yesterday ‘s near four-hour ef- 
fort should finally have dis- 
pelled the notion for ever. 

Even hampered as he was. 


just after reaching his half-cen- 
tury. by a painful blow to his 
right hand, which warranted a 
precautionary X-ray that 
showed nothing serious, there 
was still enough class to his 
game. His liming has never de- 
serted him, only his confidence, 
and fee touch of quality was cer- 
tainly in evidence. In fact, the 
injury was just what was need- 
ed according to Brown, who 
said: “1 bad begun to bat a bit 
negatively just before fee injury, 
but when I get hurt I get angry. 
It fired me up and I started to 
go for my shots again." 

And how. Brown had soon 
hoisted Ronnie Irani for the 
first of his two sixes and then 
brought up his first first-class cen- 
tury since early August 1995 
with his 15th boundary. This, the 
12th hundred of his career, kept 
Surrey in the match and was one 
of bis slowest - it took him 155 
balls to reach three figures. Con- 
sidering his first three hundreds 
were all made off 78 balls or few- 


er, this one wasa marathon and 
will have added much needed 
gravitas to his reputation. 

Essex are probably becoming 
a bit tired of Brown.’ In the cor- 
responding fixture here two years 
ago. he hit a first-innings centu- 
ly. Add to that the 71 he scored 
in Surrey’s Benson & Hedges 
Cup quarter-final win at Chelms- 
ford last week, and Essex cer- 
tainly have grounds for grumbles. 

But Brown was not alone in 
the rescue. His acting captain. 
Chris Lewis, scored a more 
modest, hut no less vital, 40 and 
shared in a priceless stand of 85 
with Brown. A last-wicket flur- 
ry of 31 between Janies Knott 
and Joey Benjamin earned a 
second batting bonus point. 

■ Kevin Shine finished wife 
match figures of 1 1 for 97 as he 
helped Somerset to their first 
Championship success of the 
season, a seven-wicket victory 
over Lancashire that they 
wrapped up in under two days 
at Taunton. 


Hampshire back on the rack 


MIKE CAREY 

reports from Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 523 
Hampshire 166-2 


When J B Priestley wrote: “I 
have been here before”, he 
probably did not have Hamp- 
shire in mind. Yet there they 
were again yesterday, going 
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through an entire session with- 
out oeing able to break an 
eighth-wicket partnership, fee- 
ing another massive total and 
then digging in for what threat- 
ens to be a lengthy, but impor- 
tant, rearguard action. 

The day looked like having a 
happier ending than beginning 
for them when Jason Laney and 
the prolific Matthew Hayden 
put on 110 together, but An- 
drew Harris prised them out in 
one over. Hampshire will hope 

, that occasional signs of irregu- 
lar bounce do not become more 
frequent while they are still so 
fer adrift. 

There has been concern in 
some circles that Harris is not 
the bowler he was on last win- 
ter’s England A tour, but he 
found fee right line to fee left- 
handed Hayden, who was 
forced to play at a ball angled 
across him and caught quite bril- 
liantly at slip by fee diving 
Chris Adams. 

Hayden had made 235 not 
out, 119 and 1 18 (fee last in fee 
Sunday League) in his previous 
three innings. He was starting to 


punch the ball away wife for- 
midable power off the from foot 
Laney. having been dropped at 
slip at 18, was leg before two 
bails later when his footwork, for 
once, betrayed him. 

Only time will tell whether 
Derbyshire’s attack, wife four 
seam bowlers and Vince 
Clarke's variable leg spin, has 
enough variety for this pitch. 
Hampshire laboured on it to 
such an extent when Adrian Rol- 
lins and Paul Aldred were ex- 
tending their partnership to 149 
that their captain. John Ste- 
phenson. made little attempt to 

hide his frustration at it aJL 

Rollins went op to compile 
his second double-century out 
of only six three-figure innings. 
Aldred showed a nice tine in 
cover drives in making a career, 
best 83. but he should have been 
caught or at least dropped, at 
slip off Simon Renshaw at 15. 
One reason for Stephenson’s 
rage was feat fee bail flew past 
two motionless fielders. He 
knows more than anyone feat 
this attack cannot afford such 
lapses. 


that George Graham has 
watched our youth team only 
three times since he took over as 
manager. I fear fee dub's own- 
ers, Caspian, and fee manager 
have no real insight into the 10- 
year plan laid down by fee old 
board when Howard Wilkinson 
took over as manager in 198& Ws 
have an outstanding group of 
youngsters. It would be a tragedy 
if all the hard work that has been 
put in, allied to fee boys’ excep- 
tional talent, goes to waste." 

Wolves yesterday signed fee 


We should 
have seen 
it coming 

HENRY BLOFELD 
at the Test match 

After England’s victory in fee 
one-day matches, we were un- 
able to take in the evidence of 
our eyes. The perceived wisdom 
was that Test cricket is different 
from fee one-day game and fee 
Australians have come princi- 
pally to defend the Ashes. 

Wife hindsight, there should 
have been considerably more 
confidence in Mike Atherton's 
side. They Have three times 
beaten Australia most com- 
prehensively, having outplayed 
them in all departments of the 
game. The corresponding inflow 
and outflow of confidence had 
been extreme. 

No matter that one-day crick- 
et is an exhibition and Test crick- 
et the true examination - 
confidence does not easily dis- 
tinguish between the two. The 
Australian batting was vulner- 
able, the seam bowling inexpe- 
rienced and the captain’s form 
in mins. Moreover, they hard- 
ly put things right in their first- 
class matches before fee first 
Test - they lost to Derbyshire. 

They came to Edgbaston in 
no sort of mental condition to 
take on England. Particularly 
damaging was the realisation 
feat the ride they had come to 
destroy now had the upper 
hand. Having had so tittle time 
to prepare themselves for fee se- 
ries, fee Australians not only 
knew they had a real fight oil 
feeir bands, but they then won 
a toss they would have given 
anything to lose. 

Going by the last two Tests 
here, against the West Indies in 
1995 and India a year ago, the 
pitch and the bounce grew 
steadily worse. Therefore Tay- 
lor opted to bat. only to discover 
fee opposite was true. When 
your luck is down, fate finds all 
sorts of way of kicking you in the 
backside. 

Australia and Taylor yester- 
day had fee luck England have 
often experienced against Aus- 
tralia -but feat stiD does not ex- 
plain our refusal to believe 
what was staring us in the face. 


16-year-old identical twins, Chris 
and Matthew Clarke. They are 
thought to be fee first twins to 
job the same dub since Ron and 
Paul Futcher were recruited by 
Chester b 1973. 

Arsenal's David Platt may be 
on his way to Japan. Platt is' fee 
target of fee struggling J- 
League club Urawa Red Dia- 
monds. Platt could make his 
debut when the J-League sec- 
ond stage starts on 30 July. 

Rangers said yesterday that 
they will fight to keep Brian Lau- 


drup. The Danish winger is want- 
ed by Ajax’s new manager Mor- 
ton Olsen, who is thought to be 
prepared to pay£4-5m to link him 
wife his brother. MichaeL 

Berti Vogts has said feat his 
suggestion that England play a 
match against Germany to de- 
cide which country bids to host 
fee 2006 World Cup was a joke 
and not to be taken seriously. 

John Spencer and John Col- 
lins yesterday pulled out of 
Scotland’s squad for Sunday’s 
World Cup qualifier in Belarus. 


SAILING 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Punta Ala, Italy 

The learning curve for John 
Merricfcs and lan Vifolkerasthey 
switch from the Olympic Games 
to fee Admiral's Cup turned mto 
a brick wall for a short, but cru- 
rial time b fee Mumm 36 World 
Championship here yesterday. 

Making their debit m ofisbore 
raring, they had put Ttm Barrett’s 
Bra dam ante into third place 
and held off the world champ- 
ion Tomas Frieses I Punkt for 
four hours, when they steered 
dose mto fee island of Mon- 
techristo. “Then it all went 
sticky," Memdcs said. “We found 
ourselves too dose to fee cliffs, 
in a hole with no wind, and 


oouldfrt get out” I Punkt had put . > 
a mile and half between them- - 
selves and Bra dam ante before .. 
fee British team were back on 
track- They finished 15th. 

Alexis Michas’ American ; • 
yacht. Chunky Monkey, came ..- 
through ter win the 94-mile race, . 
but Frieses I Punkt was second . - 
to establish a big lead as the 18- 
boat fleet goes into three' more " 
inshore sprints today and a fir 
nal short race tomorrow. Mer- 
ricks has slipped from second to 
fifth overall, but said: “I was sur- . 
prised it wasn’t more and we are 
only mnepomts behind second 
place. We have learned heaps.” : 

MUMM 36 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Poo- - 
ta Aim, ft) OvarsB postbom (after sawn 
races): X S Body 0 Punkt. Gei) 24pts; Zm' 

C laraon (Jameson. US), TGraal (Bran, Sip.' 
44.S; 4 VVasocCD (Osama, ft) 50; 5- JMafl - .: 
ricks and l Wafer (Bradamante. GBJ. T CtL .. 
effliBrea*. m S&5. 
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N ROBERTS 

rts from Roland Garros 


Martina Hingis does not find 
inning Grand Slam tides quite 
s? easy as Ming off a horee! but 
is getting close. Six weeks af- 
ter knee surgety following her 
latest tumble, the 16-year-old 
*orld No 1 is just one match 
way from adding the French 
‘Jpen championship to Janu- 
^s triumph in Australia 
„ Iva Majoli, the 19-year-old 
- roauan ninth seed, stands be- 

ween Hingis and the second leg 

a sweep of the year's four ma- 
°r singles championships, a 
eat achieved by only three 
Wmen, Steffi Graf (1988) 
^rgaret Court (1970) and 
Maureen Connolly ( 1953 ). 

Hingis still has a long way to 
o, but judging by her perfor- 
lances here in Pirns while re- 
abflitating the left knee, the 
lovakian-bom Swiss will take 
ame stopping. Majoli, who 
aged out South Africa's Aman- 
a Coetzer, 6-3, 4-6. 7-5, in a 
jatch of 20 service breaks, has 
on one of her three previous 
leetings with Hingis, but thus 
ill be their first match on clay. 
Yesterday’s victory against 
ionica Seles, 6-7, -7-5, 6-4, 
hich extended Hingis's wiri- 
ng sequence for the year to 40 
atches (including the Hopman 
up and Fed Cup), was a tri- 
nph of breathtaking skill and 
enlal and physical resilience. 
^1 have never been so happy 
er making a match point as 
is time," Hingis said, “because 
didn't know what to expect 


ts to reach the semi-finals, and 
»w I have a great chance to win 
e whole tournament If you 
■d said that I would make the 
lal six weeks after the surgery, 
would say: ‘Thank God I 
uld play and compete at this 
ornament’.” 

She admitted that fatigue 
d concerned her during the 
wing stages of the two hritus * 
d IS minutes dud with Sdes. 
didn't feel in good shape any 
ire and I was almost shaking 
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because I didn’t want to lose." 
Ecstatic after the momenl of vic- 
tory, Hingis summoned the en- 
ergy to hurl balls to cheering 
spectators on the four sides of 
the Centre Court. 

Even if Hingis wins tomor- 
row's final, Seles will keep her 
record as the youngest French 
singles champion. The Serbian- 
born American was 16 years and 
six months (two months 
younger than Hingis is now) on 
achieving the first of three con- 
secutive victories here before 
her career was interrupted by 
the stabbing in Germany in 
April 1993. 

A fascinating contest be- 
tween Seles's powerful two- 
handed driving and Hingis's 
broad range of strokes and 
strategy was in the balance af- 
ter Seles took the risk of play- 
ing a drive volley, which 
thudded into the net and vir- 
tually cost her the second seL 
U I fell pretty comfortable till I 
missed that crazy shot," Seles 
said. 

Once Hingis broke for 2-1 in 
the third set, it appeared that 
only a physical let-down would 
keep keep her from the final. 
"That early break took the mo- 
mentum away,” Seles admitted. 
Obviously Martina played bet- 
ter tennis than I did today. 
That's why she won. She has a 
great touch. 

“I don't have the strength and 
intensity of the strokes that I 
used to have. Tra missing way too 
many shots that before would 
just go in. Martina had that con- 
sistency throu gho ut the rnafrji, 
especially at key times.” 

Hingis has now won all four 
of her matches against the for- 
mer world No 1. Seles has 
made the last two dose, but not 
dose enough. “Martina is play- 
ing just amazing te nnis, not 
just for this tournament but 
throughout the year," she said. 
“The way she plays, with all the 
expectations, 1 think that’s won- 
derful.” 

■ Tim Henman is to play dou- 
bles with- Fete Sampras at the 
Stella Artois tournament at 
Queen’s Club, London, begin- 
ing on; Monday. The pairing is 
at the instigation of the Amer- 
ican world No 1. 


3,68 Gotti wears down rivals 


cling 

n Gotti extended his race lead 
he Giro cTItalia to one minute 
seconds yesterday as his chief 
aL, Russia's Pavel Ibnkov, 
■ght back from a crash. Italy's 
tti finished three minutes and 
ht seconds behind Spain's 
e Rubiera, who won the 
1km leg from Predazzo, and 
seconds ahead of Ibnkov, 
5 fell on a mountain descent 
km from the finish, 
n the last 20 km, after six 
untain climbs, Tonkov was 
■ minute 23 seconds behind 
Italian rival, whose overnight 


advantage was just 37 seconds. 
Roberto Conti was second and 
Giuseppe Guerini third, with 
Gotti chasing them borne. Gue- 
rini moves to third overall, six 
minutes in arrears, replacmg 
his team-mate Luc Leblanc, 
who has pulled out after his crash 
in Wednesday's time trial. 

Before the stage started, po- 
lice staged a dawn raid on the 
hotel rooms occupied by the 
MG-Tfeehnogym team. Noth- 
ing was seized in the raid by the 
paramilitary police squad 
which specialises in investiga- 
tions into food adulteration 
and pharmaceutical abuses. 


lammond blow for Saints 


gby League 

Helens' preparations for 
ir opening World Club 
impionship match against 
Jdand Warriors have been 
by news their stand-off, 
le Hammond has pneu- 
lia, writes Dave Hadfield. 
hat means the 18-year-old 
in Johnson retains his posi- 
- Saints have four other 
,-ers back tonight: Steve 
soon, Apollo Ferelim, Keiron 

i ningham and Chris Joynt. 
Pickavance is on the bench, 
le Julian 0*Neifl plays in the 


front row. The Warriors coach. 
Rank Endacolt, has listed De- 
nis Betts to pack down at loose 
forward, with Tony Tuimavave 
in the second-row and Brady 
Maiam up front. Tea Ropati will 
be at centre. . 

Shaun Edwards is on the 
bench for London at Brisbane 
♦his morning. The Australian 
Super League leaders wifi be at 
fill! strength, apart from the in- 
jured Michael Hancock. 

Sheffield have signed two 
young Leeds forwards. Marais 
Vassflakopoulos and Ricky 
uMnht rm a month’s loan. 



The world No 1, Martina Hingis, celebrates her semi-final victory over Monica Seles 
at the Ranch Open yesterday Photograph: AFP 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Romania’s Mlhaela Meiinte had her 
hammer throw of 69.00m, set in Feb- 
ruary In Bucharest. ratified yesterday as 
a work! record by the IAAE Howevet 
MeTirtE bettered that with 69.58 two 
weeks tater In the same city. The new 
mark is expected to be ratified in the 
next few weeks. 

John Regs, of Belgaue. the British 200m 
record holder; has pulled out of tomor- 
row's British Lea0je Division One match 
at Hendon and is therefore out of con- 
tention far Britain's Europa Cup team. 
Linford Christie will run in both sprints 
for Puma Thames Vaftey Harriers. 
Sports bra manufacturer Bertei have 
agreed an initial two-year deal worth 
£50.000 to sponsor the UK Women's 
League. The Bertei Shock Absorber 
Women's Leagie begns on Sunday and 
runs to 24 August 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE Balttnom'9 New York 
Yankees 7; Cleveland 4 CMbmj 9; Mfeeu- 
hee 13 Boston 11; Anahetm 7 Kansas Cay 

NATIONAL LEAGUE; Houston 5 Ctndnnstl 2; 
Montreal 3 Adama ft FWtadalphlaO Chte- 
ep 5; PitEbuOT 0 St Lois 10: NewYbik Mots 
3 Florida 5; Colorado 5 Gan Dtega 7; Los An- 
gelas 5 San Francisco L 

Basketball 

NBA Finals: Cttcago 97 Utah 85 ICMcago 
lead test-oAsewn senes 2-0). 

Boxing 

Spencer Oliver will kick off a transat- 
lantic television double-header on 12 
July when he defends his European su- 
per-barrtamwelgrt tide against Corsican 
Serge Fniblanc at Kensington Olympia. 
Then at Uke Tahoe in Nevada, Lennox 
Lewis defends tue WBC heavyweight 
championship against Henry AWnwande 
at mJdrWghL Both fights will be shown 

Sf^wTjUNlbR CHABSMONSIWS 
(BiraalnOTran): 48kg Jlhomas (Frt ttM Cun- 

S&eessasss 

JOmWJSS^ S£SS 

(Engl bt P DtrewsM (FYR ***!■ 


Cycling 

GffiO . DTIAliA 19th stags (Pradazro to 
Foma, 222km) towfag ptadnpc 1 J 

Rfceira (Sp) Kefme 7hr02sec; 2 R Conti 00 
Mereamne Uno +3min 06sac 3 G Guerin 
no MB. sine Utth: 4 1 Goto 00 Saeco +3flft 
5 J Gcnataz [CoQ KBkne an; B A Noe (fa Asks 
+3-.33: 7 S Grczei 00 Mmatona Uno +4:01: 
8 PTontov (Rua) Mapel +4:03; 9 R Petto 
(fa Saeco: 10 D Frigo (fa Saeco: 11 M Ser- 
rano (Sp) Ketme, al s(L loacEnff ovaraO 
standn^ (after 19 stages): 1 Goto 86hr 
20mm 3Ssec; 2 Tonhov +lmin 32sac; 3 
Goertni +&O0: 4 N Micaii (tt) AN +&33; 5 
S Gontchar (Ufa AW +10L27: 6 G di Grande 
(tt) Mapei +11D4; 7 W Belli (fa Rosfctto 
+12:44: 8 Serrano +14:00; 9 GaaeUt 
+14:42: 18 Rufcrera +15.-09. 

Football 

Nationwide League dubs have been al- 
located £55m by the Football Trust to 
go towards ground safety and im- 
provement work. 

MTERNAXKMAL FMENDLY (St Lttis): UM- 
ed States 0 Paraffiay 0. 

FfBENOLY {Singapore): Skigapa* Undar-23 
0 Entfand llnder-20 2 (Humpnieys 35, 
0rten40). 

TOUR MATCH: Boca Jimiors 3 Ai» 2. 
REWSB) SCOILAND UNDBUO. SQUAD (Bt- 

ropsan Undar-21 Cti arap ton a tito rptatfflar 

v Batann, Mnak, tomorrow): Bqem (KB- 

m atnodd, Burtte (Kfimemoch), Dawwson I St 

Jchnsexe). Doden+bemen). fla w fa (Waa 

Bromwtch Album), GBiee (St Mkrenl. Keep- 

er (Httemian), James (Falkkfa. Locke 
(Hearts). McKenzie (Heads), McMillan 

{MotnenwC, Mald nm i (Kimamock), Olfag 

(Clyde). P aa eocK (Cadtsto United). Renfc** 

(HamBton), Hamm (Aberdeen). Satan 

(Ffiffark), ToMe (OydetBnk). 


TOD AY’S FIXTURES 


Rugby League 

VISA WORLD CUJBCHAMPIONSHB> Pool A: 
Bnsbene Bnmos viendcn Bmcas (lOJOan); 
St Helens v Auckland WfaDore (7 JO). 

RU08T l£AGUE Rot DMdoR Damtuy » Hud- 
(fasfaU (7.45). Second DMeteo: Lancashire 
Lynt v Preset* (7-30)- 

Rngby Ifarioo 

TOUR MATCH: King Coumy IN2J v WandDe- 
veropmem XV IBJ5em) (at Taupe). 

Speedway 

7 JO untes stated 

EUTE LEAGUE: BeUe Vue v Swindon. 


PRSfaER LEAGUE EtSnbtr^iv Newport Ox- 
tad v Glasgow (7.45). 

PREMIER LEAGUE KNOCKrOUT CUP: Are- 
na Essex v Reading (8.0). 


Other sports 

GOLF: Staley Hal Grand Pnx ot Europe (SJa- 
tey Hafl. Hesmam); Jersey Seniors Open (La 
Move); BrtUsfi AmaUur C hamp tanstop (Roy- 
al St GeoiSB's & Royal Cinque Pons). 
MOTWCnUNG: Isle of Men H Races. 
RALLYING: Scottish RaJy (Dumfries). 
TENMS: Surrey htemadonal CtiampionsNps 
ESwtkton). 


Global show hits 
Knowsley Road 


Credibility will be on the line 
on different levels when one of 
the most ambitious dub tour- 
naments any sport has at- 
tempted kicks off at St Helens 
tonight. 

The World Club Champion- 
are a cofiosal undertaking 
need to generate massive 
public interest to justify them- 
selves. 

Super League came to pow- 
er on an agenda of more and bet- 
ter in umoational competition, but 
Chat dimension has been flawed 
1l cannot stage Ashes rugby in 
its fullest foimTTffipnmnsed ex- 
pansion to whole new areas of 
the globe remains a mirage. 
But this is something that Super 
League can do. By bringing to- 
gether most of the leading dub 
sides in the world, it can make 
a show of strength. 

Of all the people involved, the 
two with the most credibility at 
stake are its architects, the chief 
executives of Super League in 
its two hemispheres, John Ribot 
and Maurice Lindsay. 

Ribot is to stand down in 
Australia, thus removing his 
abrasive presence from the 
compromise talks with the 
ARL and Lindsay has revealed 
that he too has been tempted to 


Dave Hadfield on 

the start of a 
rugby league 
extravaganza 

The pay-off for all the dis- 
location of the Super League 
revolution has to be something 
new and special. Lindsay be- 
lieves that this, even as a one- 

season wonder, is it. Should the 

Visa World Club Champi- 
onship flop, his credit rating will 
below. 


the credibility of the British 
game as a whole. Gaims that Su- 
per League and summer rugby 
have vastly unproved the game 
are overblwva, but fears that they 
would Idn it have also proved to 
be greatly exaggerated. 

Many of tne traditional 
virtues of the code have re-as- 
serted themselves, but most 
clubs are still broke and we still 
seem incapable of having more 
than a couple really playing to 
the highest standards at any 
one time. Currently, they are 
Bradford and Wigan; it needs 
one of them, or some uncoo- 
sidered outsider, to have a 
real stab at winning the thing 
if it is to be considered a suc- 


walk away. 

Five to foflaw in the Wuld Club Championship 


I AUCKLAND WARRIORS: Scmdatobsundv-* 

A tf)«>e ra ,gX B) de tf 1gltic money apart Q4 

a^^rigJtotoaBaeanccnHWiaonwoNew 

ZBtonLtfep^oftMmtnjtfvnintcfi' 

e&'Uaiatt M peim ef onwenflon near!: 

ad. W fa — totoi c h - Ma c hw rflfcte Saocy 

Jones, DenGBMtXSttihen Kearney. . 
(XDMlUASHiutK&lliaauivfilaachedflurf 
bumaf fatffnifaOonulB hew often ki tte 
puUooml s KtoDooenfets w |K beck® ; : 
tTtt&aach. TTny (flay soma donous sDitf -un- 
I der AuftMtofloacfrelBCt 
-their ofa, unpodCBble setae Atkean.flv- ■ 
rente MftdcDwtt Peacfwy,' Rdml Ear- 
l rwo, Anofaw EfahjaraisBvTeMeis fflao^ : 
MJNTER MARINERS: FbrAwJottwwiltv 
^Sh^lhoriiiBBcfattM M Ba adaMi fnjty 


I tesareiiott)edr)(NBM»a«Hwnwteaifc-l 

ccn hand of the* lint season. Ghiham Ifcr- 

nv. vtMVfafifatod ixwft S«e<« reaaon 

far»nPMi«fa«fatofalM^r2Qs%Mxr 
. GcftXnorpMMlI Ktojmorfey. rorjrtm. 
na«W PBflftera wentrto 

, .rapid OecBne ette' tiiNr ftfa rf eRtUp win in 

1991i but haw*0fai S0i> dt eMm thee 

flOlajggthDr.-PMyBfs.ticiraelrtofliar) wdter, 

- ®S9«1 Cbiw. PW wacnzoa, Cmig (kwrer. 
PSOH jrds; Thor Ato».na0ii be uncer- 
MWUKlei fa fl ttm N Ota^dorapipnnMBtie- 
. tmep Super league tfU m ARL, but (to 
Reck nayftfMenmofE tajrtBfWrihw ttnH 
Uwim Jnrhoirthorthetery. 3 

«« tonjntidfc Scon wfaon. Matthew^ 

; w^totihte KoBcm. Potor^Sntei M 


cess from a British point of 
view. 

British clubs and plavers arc 
highly motivated by the sheer 
novelty of the enterprise: the 
Australians possibly less so. 
The clubs which have arrived 
here have come out with ail the 
right sentiments, but die ones 

on home turf have sounded a lit- 
tle blase. 

Canberra are resting Laurie 
Daley against Halifax, while a 
coach as thorough us Canicr- 
huty's Chris Anctereon admits he 
has not watched Wigan an video. 

There is a theory that the 
Aussies are vulnerable this lime. 
Their strength has been diluted 
by the demands of two rival 
camps, but strength is relative, 
as illustrated by the opening 
game tonight at Knowsley Road. 

Until their recent wobble. 
Saints were the commanding 
presence on this side of the 
world, while Auckland have 
lost seven in a row and are bot- 
tom of their league. 

Saints' coach. Shaun McRae, 
who knows most of Auckland's 
players from working with them 
during the 1995 World Cup. 
says: “If they are at the bottom 
of Super League, the teams 
above them must be plaving 
some superb football.” 

That is a measure of the 
challenge for British dubs. Even 
the most unsuccessful of their 
opponents have an aura around 
them. 

Not everyone attending or 
tuning in to the WCC will un- 
derstand all its myriad com- 
plexities, but they will 
appreciate the significance of a 
few victories over Brisbane, 
Canberra and the like, during 
a summer of sport flagged up as 
“Britain versus the World." 


Rose droops a little 


Golf 


WBMESOAY'S LATE RESULTS: UTOurnoi 

(to France: England 2 {Wntftt 26, Schdes 
43) nay 0 (or La Baattfaire aaeflum, NanrasJ. 
Inte rna ti on al frieocDy (Jobartnesbure): 
Soum Aftica 0 Netteftancb 2 (Van Bronhhorst 
8, Van GasffiJ 61). Dutch IwSn Ftat Di- 
vision ptay-ofTs: Group A: RKC Waahvijk 2 
EmmenO; ADO Den Haag 02wofleZ Group 
ft VW Vania 1 Go Ahead Ea^es Deverner 3; 
Nffi MfmejpnS Carntouuf' LEetmarden L No- 
raenien Cup final: stseua Bucharest (S »e 
2. 5. pen 29, C«co(u 87) FC National Bu- 
charest 2 (Dima U. TinN 90). Stownln Cup 
final first log: Primorje Ajdovsane 0 Manbor 
Brarvk 0 ftecaid leg 11 June). 

Golf 

COMPAQ EUROPEAN GRAND PIOX {Staley 
Had, N w tin ifam la nd) Eorty lanlitf ftat- 
round scores (G8 or Mnalese stated): 66 
S Webster: 67 F Anderssoti I.Swe); SB S Bot- 
twruey. J-C Pinero (Sp). M Heiberg (Sue); 89 
A TOIL G J Kioto. C MarnEDmene, P Braad- 
hursj, R Goosen (SA), D Carter, A Ofacom, P 
Hauffrufl (Nor). G GaiUero (US). A Beal, A 
Sherborne; 70 P Roland (Swe), B Lane, G 
Turner (NZ), R Cotes, P laufae. R Bums, C 
Suneson (Spam); 71 J Wade (Aus), R Drurrv 
rnoncL W Westner (SA), D Hltoid. P Hedbkxn 
(Swe). R Wesaete (SA). M Archer, C Mason, 
J Tfamsend (US), ( Fetu (Sp). R Cbydon, J 
Medor, P 0 'Matey (Aus): 72 R Daub (Aus). 
R McFartane, G Bens, Ftfanaud (Fr>, G dark, 
S Aten (Aus), PQurtd (Swfa. SGaltechor. D 
Muscroft. J RoJjson, B May (Uffl, I Pyman, B 
Daws, M Lanner M GocMn (Aus). D Boi^ 

n®j (Spt; 73 M FVanoi (fa, AHcner, P McGto- 
tey. G snatry, M Oiander (Swe), M Gates, I 
Gartuti. M Mouland, M Campbell (NZ). J-L 

S i), P Goklng, M Grcnoeis iftre), B 
OT): 74HCterk. CRocca tt), G Braid 
de Velde (Ftt. J Hmfces (SA). M Ar- 
gtat (Swe). T Gogaie (GOT, V PhllfK, D Tap- 

Pa«. 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Royal St George's 

So Justin Rose will not become 
the Amateur champion at the 
age of 16 but, after afl. Tiger 
Woods did not win his first se- 
nior national title until be was 18. 
His performance this week in the 
Garden of England, though, 
has only enhanced his reputation 
and Roae can expect to hear that 
couqjarisou over and over again. 


BRITISH AMATBJRCHAIlOTONSHP (Royal St 

Sacrto's.BandfactaTtadio ^l RPmtMon- 

nuuram) U M Caner (Utest Kent) 5 and 3: J 

Cfaa (Gtenbanto) bt J Tonnes iSwtd 3 and 2; C 

Watson (Eep RentnMsbn) bt D Pamcfc (Mor- 

nntaQ 1 note G Fra (Wot KftnMbiMBteck- 


Tlhtanwd 

bt C Mdo» (US) 2 snd l: M Broata (Catofad 

bt S PhMpron (Piudhoa) 3 and 1: T Immeftnon 

(5A) bt RHMp (TO 3 and % J Rose (Norm Han) 

tt JM Ua (Spain) 6 and 5; S Sheehan (US) M 

M Aien (NcmH 2 and 1: S tfate Wow PWH) bt 

P Hedges (IMtanantf 4 and 3; B Mason (Sand 

Moor) tt R Dudt (Montwss County) 3 and 2: B 

fayw(U8)ttJBac fa twniCBwa)3Bnd2:DGtee- 

son lAidttEAtetlFia) lndfa DQrfliths (Wtat 

Hate) Bt M (tea (Wt HotaO 1 tola. ftraOi iron* 

Clli* tt Pnca 3 and 2; Watson tt Fn 2 and u 

Homd tt Park 3 and 2: Date bt Rose 7 and 5: 

Mason be Revte 6 and 5; EdHBids bt Bracta 1 

bole; h nmalnMn tt Sheehan 3 and 2; Grtffitbs 

tt Gleeson S and 4. Quarter -Dual draw; Che 

v watson; Homan) v BAnOTs; hnmeSran v Lh- 

tftMsanvOAtis. 

Hockey 

Greet Britain's disappointing perfor- 
mances continued in the Women’s 
Champions Trophy in Berlin yesterday 
whan they were beaten SO ty Germany 
to remain pointless and goalless after 
four games. 

WOMEN'S CHAMPIONS TROPHY (Boffin): 
Methertards 0 Korea 2; Gram Britan 0 Ger- 
many 3. 

Rugby Laagoe 

WEDNESDAY’S UUE RESULT: Socood Dl- 
vkkmr BrairtoyB Lotgh 29. 

Rogpby UnkM 

Gtoucesteroutside-haEMarkMapleiEftwa 

yrfn his firet cap when England gs far a 
2-0 Test senes triumph t gms: Ar^nifaa 
in Buenos AkesiumiiMt Eng- 

lish ruby's top points scorer last season, 
replaces NBe Can. who has joined the 
LionspwtyfaSouth«rfca.'nie25ifiar- 
oid becomes Engtontfsei^ah new cap of 
tiie fair and (he 3flh in the last ste merths. 

ENBSAND (if AnsaMaa, toragaAtas, toraer- 
m)sJ M ita uU r (Sate); J fts fa btastaa (8«h>. 
P da omas Bath. capo. N ammtm* OMfafa. 
A AdStapa (Bath): M Mssi nuft (GBracan. K 
■ — ‘“-“■aearafcKYafaittitiLRCedrar- 
, DGwfedh BdeeatarL M HrafCBah). 
(Bath). M Ceay C&WoQ. TOterQW 
B Ctartw (Ffiehmona). Rsptara- 
tefad (BMfa. A Kb« Mtapd. A Go- 

. rate.CStaartr(Wtap«LSDta)iond 

{S*r). R HanMck (Cowcncy). 



“Justin will be the Tiger 
Woods of the European tour," 
said Sam Little, after he bad 
beaten Rose 7 and 5in their last- 
16 match. "He did not putt well 
this afternoon, but you can see 
be has all the shots you need." 

Rose., in his first full year on 
the amateur circuit after leav- 
ing school with eight GCSEs, 
has already won one significant 
title and yesterday morning 
beat the talented Spaniard Jos£ 
Manuel Lara, 6 and S. Though 
the wind bore no comparison 


siding 

Luc AJphand, the overall Alpine Wforid 
Cup champion, said yesterday he was 
retiring. In March the 31-year-old be- 
came the first Frenchman to win the 
World Cup since Jean-Ciaude KUly in 
1968. 

Speedway 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: EBte 
Leqgna: King’s Lynn 50 Wdhwrtiainpton 40; 
Poole 50 faBwich 40. Planter League: long 
Eaton 46 Stoke 44; Hul 41 R«adng49. 

Tennis 

SURREY GRASS COURT CHAMPI0NBMP8 
(Snittton): Mon: Singles, sooMtaalK S 
Slade (Aus) bt L Pare (M) 7-5 6-4; J 
StottOTbOE (Aus) bt R Koenig (SA) 6-3 4-6 
7-6. Wdwk Sfagfafa quotoMimta TTaro- 
sogsm (Thai) bt A WalnwrtfJ* (GB) fr3 6-3; 
S Noortander (Netfa M 5 Caere (US) W « K 
Guse (Aim) bt K Kunca (Aus) 4-6 6-1 6-3; A 
Olsza (Pei) K 0 BarabanschltfM (Beta) 6-2 
6-2. Draddos, sond-Onala: D Graham (US) 
and K Kmcs (Aus) R D Jonas [Aus] and T 
Tanosupm (Thai) 6-3 7-5: C Barclay [Aus) 
and K A Sure (AuU M J Cm (US! andk Pace 
(USA) 6-1 6-1. 


FRENCH OPEN 
RESULTS 


Seeded ptayvrs m capfiafc 
Woman’* sbrafaa, saraMtaab: M HINGIS 
(SMI) tt M SELES (US) 6 -7 7-5 6-4; I MA- 
JOU [OoaJ W A COETZER (SA) 6-3 4-6 7-5. 
Man’s datolaa. aaraMh-t T WOOOBRIOGE 
and M WOODFURDE (Aufa tt L Arnold and D 
(Maw (Afg) 4-6 6-16-3. 

Mind dMttBCf wraMhais: l BtfiMONDOTd 
P GALBRAITH (US) bt M BOUEGRAF (Neth) 
and R LEACH [US) 4-6 6-2 6-3; R HJRAKJ 
ttepan) and M BHUPATM (Indb) bt H SUHO- 
VA and C SUK (Cz Rap) 6-4 &4. 

Boar tedfa, mini round: J-R Uanard (F« 
W 6 Gf0c (Croa) 6-4 7-b. Quwtnr-ltofa*: L 
Hama f P ot) h I guttdc iCaoa) 6-1 rat; D 
Eisner (GOT bt I NaumuOar (Alfa 6-1 60: A 
Di Pasquaie (Ft) bt Ltsnw! 6-7 6-1 6-2: 0 
Rochus (Ba() K A SVnorf (Bra) A-G 6-3 6-3. 
Boys doobfas. ramtar-BoatofnriectoiJ): J 


Do Annas (Vena) and L Homa Stem) tt I Baras 
and D Shanmod (08) 7-6 6-4, 

Gkter ektgfee, quortar-flaais: J Henbi (BeO 
bt A rappner (US) 6-2 7-5: N Deehy (Fi) bt 
A Myskfeia ITfas) 6-4 6-2: A Alcazar (Sp) K J 
SehonfSkfeM (Cr ROT) M 6-1: C Sack EN 
bt E Lott (Ffl 6-4 6-0. 


with the gale of earlier in the 
week, it was stout enough to 
make this course a stem test and 
Rose was four under for his 13 
holes. 

However Little, 21, whose 
brother Jamie lost in the first 
round, had to a good start to go 
three up after five. At the next. 
Rose put his tee shot to four feet, 
but little holed from 15 feet to 
prevent a switch in momentum 
in the match. When Rose three- 
putted the 10th and 11th, Utile 
was firmly in command. 

In this morning's quarter- 
finals, the Moor Park player 
faces another youngster, Trevor 
Immelman, 17. who has won 
each of his last six tournaments 
in South Africa, including their 
national title. Immelman came 
over early to watch his coun- 
tryman Ernie Els at the PGA at 
Wentworth, as they share the 
same coach. 

Bath’s Colin Edwards pre- 
vented the top half of the draw 
becoming an all-tartan affair by 
beating the local club pro's 
son, Michael Brooks, by one 
hole. Edwards, 33, now plays 
Barclay Howard, the only man 
with Vfelker Cup experience re- 
maining. The 44-year-old Scot 
was taken to the 19th by the 
France's Jacques Tbalamy in the 
morning and then put out the 
Brabazon Thophy winner. David 
Park, 3 and 2, in the afternoon. 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER 

10,000 

The number of marks 
££3, 600] 'bet by Lpthar Matt- j 
hius that his Bayern Munich 
teanvmateJuqgpi Klinsmann 
wtitild not score 15 goads test 
season. “I just cant take 
Matthaus seriously now," 
Klinsrhann said. Matthaus 
lost the bet - the striker 
scored precise^ 15 goals. 





U I CAN’T BE EXPECTED TO TAKE SERIOUSLY 

ANY GAME WHICH TAKES LESS 

THAN THREE DAYS TO REACH ITS CONCLUSION” 


TOM STOPPARD 





NOT EVERYTHING IN BLACK AND WHITE MAKES SENSE. GUINNESS 








